
National Weather Service 
Philadelphia/Mt. Holly 

   
Hurricane Season Forecast 2013 
NCEM-ECU Annual Hurricane Workshop 

May 22, 2013 
 
    
 

Gary Szatkowski 
National Weather Service 

Philadelphia/Mount Holly, NJ Office 
gary.szatkowski@noaa.gov 

609-261-6602 x222 
 



National Weather Service 
Philadelphia/Mt. Holly 

First, a review of 2012 

• 19 named storms (normal 12) 
• 10 reached hurricane status (normal 6) 
• 2 reached major hurricane status (normal 2) 



National Weather Service 
Philadelphia/Mt. Holly 

 



National Weather Service 
Philadelphia/Mt. Holly 

 



National Weather Service 
Philadelphia/Mt. Holly 

ACE – Accumulated Cyclone Energy 

• A nice way to measure overall risk. 
• It takes into account the number of named 

storms, their strength, and how long they last. 
• Normal ACE value for the Atlantic Basin is 96. 
• In 2012, ACE was 133. 
• Those groups which have issued forecasts, 

their ACE range for 2013 is typically coming in 
between 130 & 175.  
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NOAA’s Forecast? 

• Well, it comes out on May 23rd. 
• Many of the groups doing hurricane season 

forecasting look at similar variables.   
• So, don’t be surprised if NOAA’s forecast 

comes out anticipating above average 
hurricane season activity. 

• And if NOAA’s forecast is for near normal or 
below average hurricane season activity? 
– Let’s hope NOAA is correct!! 
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One final (ominous) note 
• The U.S. is experiencing an unprecedented 

drought of major hurricanes (category 3 or 
higher). We have gone the longest in recorded 
history (going back to the 19th Century) without 
a major hurricane striking the U.S. coast. Every 
day without a major hurricane adds to the record. 
Our last major hurricane was Wilma in 2005.  

• How many landfalling major hurricanes should 
the U.S. have had over this time period based on 
long-term averages?  Four!  
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