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ince the beginning of the Age of
Humanism, the trusty atlas has
served as an emblem of con-
firmable and scienafic fact—the
very ground beneath our feet: We all
assume that if there is one reliable means

of orienting our poor, fragile selves in an
ever-changing world, it is the map. Yet
the final safetv net of Platonic truth is
fraving, giving way to a familiar twend-
eth-century conditon: There is no one
map. Ihere are only many maps.
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