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LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA: A CITY IN WAR 1861-1865.Mary Jane Bouldin.

(Under the direction of Dr. William N. Still, Jr.) Department of

History, July 1976.

The purpose of this thesis is to illustrate the strategic importance

of Lynchburg, Virginia, during the Civil War and to examine the effect

which the war had on the city's inhabitants.

Lynchburg was the main supply depot for the Army of Northern Virginia.

It was also the key line of communication which enabled the Confederates

to move troops from one line of defense to another. Lynchburg was the

largest and most central city in piedmont Virginia. Four major trans-

portation systems converged in this Confederate city—the Orange and

Alexandria Railroad running south, the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad

running east, the South Side Railroad running south-east, and the James

River and Kanawha running east. The railroads and the canal connected

the piedmont to the mountains as well as other parts of the Confederacy.

The Confederate government utilized the service of these facilities for

transporting horses, mules, wagons, commissary stores, freight, and men.

The railroads were among the more important ones in the Confederacy as

they led to Richmond. Consequently, because of the central location.

the hills and mountains, and the good transportation the city was an

ideal location for hospitals and prisons.

Lynchburg's seventeen military hospitals cared for more sick and

The averagewounded men than any city in Virginia except Richmond.

number cared for by the surgeons, attendants, and women was about 2,500.

The city was also second only to Richmond in the number of prisoners.
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In the Lynchburg prisons Union soldiers received more humane treatment

than in most Confederate ones.

During the course of the Civil War the Union forces recognized the

importance of the Lynchburg facilities. Because of the strategic loca-

tion of the city, it was inevitable that sooner or later a campaign

would be waged against it. The Union attack came June 17-18, 1864, when

Lieutenant-General Ulysses S. Grant ordered a general assault on Lynch-

burg and the surrounding area. Major-General David Hunter was directed

to advance upon Lynchburg destroying the canal and railroads as he went.

This campaign was part of a larger plan by General Grant to end the war.

General Robert E. Lee sent Lieutenant-General Jubal A. Early to meet and

defeat Hunter. He feared that if the Southern forces could not hold the

Valley, then the capital would be taken. Had the North won the Lynch-

burg campaign, then the war might have ended sooner. Early and his

forces succeeded in defeating Hunter's army. The Union army retreated

The success of theinto West Virginia with General Early in pursuit.

Confederate forces here was part of the South's last effort to push the

The fall of Lynchburg would have seriouslyUnion army from the Valley.

affected the Confederate logistical support in Virginia.

Throughout the war the suffering and hardships endured by the

citizens of Lynchburg was very similar to-that found in other Confederate

When diffi-They entered the war with pride,honor, and optimism.towns.

culties manifested themselves the people faced the tasks before them

When defeat came, it was yielded in honor.with courage.
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CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION

Lynchburg was a strategic crossroads in Virginia during the Civil

Nestled onto seven hills it has often been called "the Hill City."War.

Located in Campbell county, Lynchburg was the largest and most central

city in piedmont Virginia as it only fourteen miles from the geo-

graphic center of the state.^

Lynchburg played a far more important role in the Civil War than

has been recognized by historians. Hie role of transportation was a

primary reason for its significance. In this Confederate city three

major railroads converged—the Orange and Alexandria running south, the

Virginia and Tennessee running east, and the South Side running south-

It was consequently the major supply depot for the Army of Nor-east.

them Virginia. Lynchburg was also important because it was located on

the James River and Kanawha Canal. At no other place in Virginia, with

the exception of Richmond, was there a greater concentration of troops.

Seventeen hospitals were located in the city during the Civil War.

These hospitals treated more sick and wounded than did the hospitals of

any other city in Virginia except Richmond.^ Lynchburg was a major tele-

graph center which Captain Charles M. Blackford, a resident of the city.

described as ". . . the key to the inside line of communication which

enables the Confederate troops to be moved from our northern to our

^Clinton E. DeBusk, Why Lynchburg? (Lynchburg, 1954), 22.

^Effir S. Hawkins, "The Hospitals in Lynchburg," 2, unpublished
memoir in the possession of Jones Memorial Library, Lynchburg, Virginia,
hereinafter cited as Hawkins, "Hospitals in Lynchburg."
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"3eastern lines of defense, without exciting the attention of the enemy.

There were several prisoner of war camps at Lynchburg. Additionally,

Lynchburg was a favorite haven for refugees, especially from the start

of the Peninsular Campaign to the closing dramas of the war.^

Negroes made up an important segment of the population of Lynchburg.

Increasingly the city depended upon the black people as more of the

white men were called into military service. Black labor played a vital

role in logistical support of the Confederate army, ordnance production.

medical care, and construction of military fortifications. In addition

they met the labor needs of the canal and railroads. Overall their work

was of high quality and of invaluable assistance.

Lynchburg’s military role in the Civil War should also be recognized

as important. General Ulysses S. Grant appreciated the significance of

Lynchburg to the Confederate cause. In a letter to General David Hunter

dated June 6, 1864, he wrote "it would be of great value to us to get

-5possession of Lynchburg for a single day. . . Considering the

strategic location of the city and its facilities, it was inevitable

that a campaign would be waged against it. A general assault upon Lynch-

burg was carried out by General David Hunter June 17-18, 1864.

^Charles Minor Blackford, "The Campaign and Battle of Lynchburg,"
Southern Historical Society Papers, XXX (1902), 279-280, hereinafter
cited as Blackford, "Battle of Lynchburg."

^Mary Elizabeth Massey, Refugee Life in the Confederacy (Baton
Rouge, 1964), 77, hereinafter cited as Massey, Refugee Life in the Con-
federacy.

^Lt. Gen. U. S. Grant to Maj. Gen. David Hunter, June 6, 1864,
R. N. Scott and others (eds), The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation
of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies (Washington:
Government Printing Office, 70 volumes, 1880-1901), Series I, XXXVII,
Part I, 146, hereinafter cited as Official Records (Army).
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The Lynchburg campaign was part of a larger plan by General Ulysses

S. Grant to end the war. The success of the Confederate forces here was

part of the South's last effort to push the Union army from the Valley.

This campaign was a prelude to General Jubal Early's invasion of the

District of Columbia and the Valley campaign. Although the battle was

not a decisive one, the war might possibly have ended sooner if Lynch-

burg had fallen. The loss of the city would have seriously affected

the Confederate logistical support in Virginia.

Throughout the war most of Lynchburg's citizens reflected a mixture

Many believed that the war wouldof optimism and southern patriotism.

be short with victory for the South inevitable. But all of the citizens

did not share this enthusiasm. A minority remained loyal to the Union

and had a difficult time accepting the authority of the Confederate

government. This inconsistency with which the people viewed the war

and the split between loyal southerners and Union sympathizers was indi¬

cative of disharmony in other Confederate cities. This disharmony was

most apparent at the beginning of the war.



CHAPTER II: THE BEGINNING OF WAR

Prior to secession many citizens of Lynchburg hoped that the

troubles would be resolved, adjustments made, and the Union preserved.

But the events leading to war progressed in rapid succession. On

April 12, 1861, Fort Sumter was fired upon. The news of this firing

greatly shocked Virginians.1 Before the Sumter crisis Virginians had

hoped for compromise. They along with citizens of other upper Southern

states had wanted peace with union. After the Sumter firing the illusion

of peace faded.2 Finally, President Lincoln called for 75,000 volunteers.

Virginia refused to bear arms2,340 of which were to come from Virginia,

against the seceded Southern states.3

On April 17, 1861, Virginia passed an ordinance of secession with-

drawing from the Union and shortly afterwards joined the Confederacy. In

this way Virginia committed herself to war. With secession most of the

citizens of Lynchburg joined in patriotic response to the call of the

Confederacy. The people were optimistic. They believed that their cause

God was on their side and would bring the war to a prosperouswas just.

conclusion for the Confederacy.^

IPhillp Lightfoot Scruggs, The History of Lynchburg Virginia 1786-
1946 (Lynchburg, 1970), 96, hereinafter cited as Scruggs, History of
Lynchburg. Located in Rare Book Collection, University of Virginia.

2j. G. Randall and David Donald, The Civil War and Reconstruction
(Boston, 1961), 177, hereinafter cited as Randall and Donald, Civil War
and Reconstruction.

^Scruggs, History of Lynchburg, 98.

^General Edmund Kirby Smith to his Mother, May 21, 1861, Edmund
Kirby Smith Papers, Southern Historical Collection, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, hereinafter cited as Kirby Smith Papers.



5

Although most of the people were in favor of secession, some of the

older citizens had a hard time reconciling themselves to the dissolution

of the Union. Mr. William M. Blackford, a prominent resident, wrote his

son that "Your Mother was greatly shocked & [sic] overwhelmed by the

catastrophe of the dissolution of that union to which she was so much

devoted. . . . she behaves like a Spartan mother. I hope she will soon

"5be quite reconciled to the Southern Confederacy. By the end of the

war Mrs. Blackford had five sons serving the southern cause: Colonel

William, Captain Charles Minor, Lt. Lancelot M., Lt. Benjamin Lewis,

and Major Eugene Blackford.^
The enthusiasm of most of the people was not dampened by the poorly

trained soldiers and even worse supplies and equipment observed in the

city. General Kirby Scott, in charge of mobilization of troops in

Lynchburg, admitted his men were poorly armed with such crude weapons

as flintlock muskets, but added, "We make up in spirit and determination

what we lack in means of defense."^

During the first few weeks of war Lynchburg engaged in military

preparations. Every day troops arrived and departed. All that could

be heard was the tramp of soldiers and the beating of drums. Trains

8busily brought in men, supplies, and weapons.

^William M. Blackford to son, April 20, 1861, Blackford Family
Letters, University of Virginia, hereinafter cited as Blackford Family
Letters.

^Blackford Family Letters.

^Kirby Smith to his Mother, May 10, 1861, Kirby Smith Papers.

®Kirby Smith to his Mother, May 10, 1861, Kirby Smith Papers.
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Assembled in Lynchburg was the "Wise Troop," the Rifle Greys, the

Artillery, the 131st Virginia militia, and the Rifle Guards. After

receiving some preliminary training, units were rapidly shipped from

Lynchburg to Richmond. These men were transported in box cars as the

regular passenger coaches of the South Side Railroad were not adequate

to carry such a large number.^

By the end of the war Lynchburg had organized and equipped twelve

Many of the city's males joinedcompanies of infantry and artillery.

the Second Virginia Cavalry. Lynchburg could also boast of contributing

six generals to the war: Lieutenant-General Jubal A. Early, Brigadier^

General Samuel Garland, Jr., Major-General Robert E. Rodes, Brigadier-

General John McCausland, Lieutenant-General Thomas T. Munford, and

Brigadier-General Jamas Bearing.^®
Most of the soldiers who arrived in the city were undisciplined and

poorly trained. Their unruliness was illustrated in an incident which

occurred at nearby Pamplin's Depot which nearly resulted in the death of

There were a large num-a soldier in Company B, 59th Alabama regiment.

ber of soldiers in cars on the South Side railroad, who, as the train

As these soldiersstopped, left it and threw snowballs at passing people.

snowballed people, C. C. Brown rode up and ordered the soldiers to quit.

Brown then drew hisHis demand was returned with a shower of-balls.

pistol and fired at the crowd, but fortunately he did not hit anyone.

^Scruggs, The History of Lynchburg, 97-99.

lOEdley Cralghill, "Lynchburg, Virginia, in the War Between the
States," The Iron Worker, XXIV (Spring, 1960), 2, hereinafter cited as
Craighlll, "Lynchburg."
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This angered the soldiers and a half dozen of them drew their pistols

and fired at Brown. One of the stray shots seriously wounded one of the

soldiers.

In Lynchburg the "Wise Troop" was organized and named in honor of

Henry A. Wise, then Governor of Virginia. Their uniforms were very

bright and inappropriate for battle. An observer wrote that "the uni-

forms of this troop seems now to me, who saw it many times afterwards

so differently costumed, as very singular, even partaking of the absurd.

It consisted of bright blue pantaloons with a gold cord down the sides.

"12the brightest scarlet horsehair tufts hanging down behind them. News-

papers made fun of these uniforms saying the British had returned to

invade. Two years later the red coats were abandoned for the more sensi-

ble Confederate grey.^^

Captain Charles Minor Blackford served in the "Wise Troop." He

was one of the most active participants in its organization although he

had no formal military education. He rose rapidly from fourth corporal

to captain because of the frequent resignation of officers.^^ Writing

of.these resignations, Blackford stated, "The order for service developed

IJ-Lynchburg Dally Register, March 29, 1864.

l^Susan Blackford, Letters from Lee's Army (New York, 1947), 1,
Often thehereinafter cited as Blackford, Letters from Lee's Army.

Where the specific letter isspecific letter is not cited by Blackford.
cited it will be noted in the footnote. This book was originally com-

piled by Susan Leigh Blackford from original and contemporary memoirs,
correspondence, and diaries.
Blackford. Finally, Charles Minor Blackford, III edited and abridged it

It was annotated later by Charles Minor

for publication.

l^Blackford, Letters from Lee's Army, 1.

l^Blackford, Letters from Lee's Army, 1.
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the past-muster age of most of them or else brought to light some physi-

cal trouble never before known.

Though the troops were mobilizing, many people did not realize fully

what was soon to befall them. Each day wives and children rode out to

visit the soldiers, bringing assorted items to make them more comfortable.

They sat and watched the drill and dress parades, and then at dark

returned home with their children. But all of this soon ended. On

Sunday, June 2, 1861, a telegram arrived ordering two companies of the

"Wise Troop" to Manassas, then the point nearest the enemy.

Captain Blackford made the announcement to his men, who received it

with mixed feelings. Most of the soldiers greeted the news with pleasure.

They believed that the South would easily defeat the North. But Captain

Blackford realized that it would be a long and difficult war. He was

apprehensive though few shared this feeling.16 At night as the troops

settled down to sleep, he stated that he could not rest "... tossing

from side to side with a heart full of anxious foreboding for my home

»17and my State.

On the following morning Edward D. Christian, a prominent citizen

of Lynchburg, was an eyewitness to the "Wise Troop" departure. He wrote

that it was sorrowful to see fathers and mothers giving up two or three

Fathers andSome were forced to part with their only child.sons.

l^Blackford, Letters from Lee's Army, 1.

l^Charles Minor Blackford to Susan Blackford, n.d., Blackford,
Letters from Lee's Army, 4-5.

l^Charles Minor Blackford to Susan Blackford, n.d., Blackford,
Letters from Lee's Army, 6.
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husbands gallantly bid farewell to wives and children that they might

never see again. Many were proud to serve their State in the Confederate

No one doubted that the men from Lynchburg would patriotically

do their duty as true soldiers.

cause.

^^Scruggs, History of Lynchburg, 99.



CHAPTER III: LIFE AND PROBLEMS DURING THE WAR

After the departure of the "Wise Troop" for Manassas the realities

of war soon closed in upon those left at home. Prospects of a brief

war began to fade. Difficulties such as a money shortage, profiteers.

lawlessness, and an influx of wounded along with the establishment of

facilities for them, had a sobering effect upon the city's citizens.^
Before the outbreak of war, 1860 and the early months of 1861 were

filled with social events. Parties, processions, and other amusements

were carried on with much fervor. At an elaborate costume party one

lovely young lady dressed as Mary, Queen of Scots. The costume was

extravagant with velvet robe, lace ruff, and long train. Another was

dressed as a vivandiere with a short skirt, a red cap, and a canteen.

It was hard to believe that just a short time later this same canteen

would have a grimmer destiny in caring for wounded soldiers.

Numerous parties were given at the Samuel Garland, Jr. home.

The Garlands had elaborate dances and parties with lavish supplies of

turkey, salads, hams, oysters, ducks, partridges, venison, cake, jelly,
2and champagne. Within two years Mrs. Garland and their little boy would

be resting in the cemetery and Mr. Garland would be lying dead on the

bloody field of Boonsboro.

With the coming of the war, peace and tranquility vanished. The

^Scruggs, History of Lynchburg, 101.

2
Blackford, Letters from Lee's Army, 1-3.

^Blackford, Letters from Lee's Army, 3.
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demands of war became more prevalent. Mr. William M. Blackford wrote

to his son on April 20, 1861, saying:

Our streets remind you of a garrison town. The Grays and
Guard drill three times a day and wear their uniform

always, and expect orders every day. The citizens now have
subscribed $20,000 and put the companies on a war footing.
16 r sic 7 men gave $500 apiece. We shall have five hundred
men ready in a week. I never saw such a feeling. The country
is not less conscious."^

By the fall of 1861 the delusions of security and happiness were

rapidly fading. The number of soldiers that died in the Lynchburg

hospitals had increased,

to nine hundred and thirty soldiers.^

By September 25, 1861, the number had grown

The ladles of the city were forced

to confront reality with the ever continuous stream of soldiers coming in

need of their aid.

By May of 1862 there were fifteen hundred in the city sick, with

preparations underway to receive up to a thousand more.^ By September

1862, however, there were thousands of wounded, straining every facility

This situation was further compll-of space, supplies, and personnel.

cated by thousands of prisoners sent to the city taxing the already

limited resources. But there were few complaints from prisoners. They

frequently had more care than those soldiers that were responsible for

them.^

^William M. Blackford to Lanty Blackford, April 20, 1861, Blackford
Family Letters, University of Virginia.

^Hawkins, "The Hospitals in Lynchburg," 3.

^William M. Blackford to Launcelot Blackford, May 2, 1862, Blackford
Family Letters, University of Virginia.

^Scruggs, History of Lynchburg, 101.
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As in other confederate towns crime was increasing in Lynchburg and

would continue climbing throughout the war. Robberies, thefts, and other

crimes became common. On September 20, 1861, the Lynchburg Daily

Virginian reported that a gang of highway robbers had been finally

Two days before, a woman was robbed and choked to deathapprehended.

apparently by this gang. That same night the gang entered and robbed

the home of another woman. They also attacked an elderly man and assaulted

8several soldiers. As the war progressed, similar incidents increased

with bands of deserters and refugees roaming the city and countryside.

In 1864 a Mrs. Moorman'sThey stole food and other articles from homes.

house was looted and property destroyed. The following night another

house was attacked and the lady of the house abused. The group took all

her food, pulled down the henhouse, and carried off her chickens. After

robbing a widow's smoke house, they entered a Mrs. Borrough's house
q

demanding lodging and something to eat.

The care and lodging of refugees was also a serious problem for the

people of Lynchburg. Wandering refugees roamed the countryside in and

Advancing Union forces had caused hundreds of peoplearound the city.

They flocked in to towns suchto abandon their homes and flee south.

as Lynchburg, Danville, Staunton, and Charlottesville. Lynchburg

received her greatest number of refugees from the beginning of the

Peninsula Campaign to the close of the war.^® By the end of 1862

^Lynchburg Daily Virginian, September 20, 1861.

^Lynchburg Daily Virginian, March 2, 1864.

^^Massey, Refugee Life in the Confederacy, 77.
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the city was overflowing with refugees. Those who came from Richmond

feared that the Union forces would first conquer Rictimond and then

Lynchburg. Susan Blackford, wife of Charles Minor Blackford, wrote

that the refugees often made a nuisance of themselves. Upon going to

her father-in-law’s home, she found the house filled with refugee rela-

He generously housed them but many "...terribly imposed upon

him and made a convenience of his openhanded hospitality."^^

tives.

Refugees never knew what to expect as they traveled through different

towns. They met both extremes of kindness and meanness. Those who

remained at home did not realize the embarrassment refugees faced when

they had to ask favors of others. Such was also the case in Lynchburg.

Resentment toward refugees increased as the war intensified and supplies
1

People were often suspicious of the drifters.became difficult to obtain.

Although ministers and church members often tried to aid refugees

and work in their behalf, many refugees were justified in their complaints

Not all of the people inagainst certain churches and congregations.

Lynchburg warmly greeted the refugees. The newcomers became acutely

aware, of the citizens' hostility one Sunday morning. Several young

females attempted to occupy the residents' pews in a church. After they

had seated themselves downstairs, they were stiffly asked to move to the

The minister announced before his message that from then onbalcony.

11
Mother to John G. Brodnax, May 2, 1862, John G. Brodnax Papers,

Manuscript Department, Duke University, Durham, North Carolina.

12
Blackford, Letters from Lee's Army, March, 1862, 80.

13
Massey, Refugee Life in the Confederacy, 139-140.
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refugees would sit above in the gallery. The ladies were shocked at

this "humiliating treatment" but occupied the prescribed seats anyway.

They soon made light of the situation when in singing a hymn, the last

lines read "Haste my soul; Oh haste away to seats prepared above." Giggles

rang from the balcony and the faces of those on the floor "reddened

perceptibly." The following Sunday the citizens "generously" offered

the refugees the pews, but they refused saying that they preferred

..14"the seats prepared above.

Not all refugees were a liability, and many of them made a positive

contribution to the community. The men often joined the local home

guard. Mr. and Mrs. John Edwards Caldwell, refugees from New Orleans,

established near Lynchburg what they called "The Refuge," where they

coimseled and tended sick and wounded soldiers.

By January 1, 1863, Lynchburg was enduring "all the rigors of war

..17short of being under attack. It was surprising that the Federal

command had made no attempt to capture Lynchburg, which was known to be

Even the canal had not been seriouslyimportant as a base of supplies.

threatened, although the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad had been torn

up many times.

In addition to the physical deprivations, the citizens faced mental

Perhaps the saddest hews to the people was the deathanguish and sorrow.

^^Massey, Refugee Life in the Confederacy, 150.

^^Massey, Refugee Life in the Confederacy, 175.

16
Massey, Refugee Life in the Confederacy, 178.

^^Scruggs, History of Lynchburg, 102.
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of General Thomas Jonathan "Stonewall" Jackson. He was greatly mourned

Jackson's body arrived in the city on May 10,throughout Lynchburg.

1863, by way of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad. Mayor Branch issued

a proclamation informing the citizens of when the remains would pass

through the city on the way to Lexington, the home of Jackson. The Mayor

suspended all business in Lynchburg, and the business houses closed at

five that evening. All were invited to the depot on the arrival of the

When the body reached the city, guns were fired and bells weretrain.

Mayor Branch appointed a chief marshal and several assistants torung.

aid in the ceremony. Several prominent citizens were requested to act

as a committee to attend the body to Lexington in case there was no

IQ

military escort.

From 1863 to 1865 Lynchburg was faced not only with smallpox but

also with a terrible drought which caused a shortage of food.^^ The

hospitals were filled vrith starved soldiers recently exchanged from the

The influx drew heavily on the limited supplies.

90
Captain Lucy Otey^ wrote in the local newspaper that it was almost

Union prisons.

impossible to purchase fowls to supply broth and diet for the former

prisoners. She appealed for help. Nothing but a nutritious diet could
21

restore them and the hospital could not produce it for them. She

^^Scruggs, History of Lynchburg, 102.

^^Blackford, "Battle of Lynchburg," 262-264.

^^Lucy Otey was commissioned Captain by Jefferson Davis to set up
the Ladies' Relief Hospital in Lynchburg. See Ruth Homes Blunt, "Doc-
tor's Orders: No More Women, No More Flies Admitted," unpublished
article, Jones Memorial Library, Lynchburg, Virginia.

2lLynchburg Dally Republican, March 24, 1865.
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also wrote that she was "so scared yesterday, for fear my negroes would

starve, that I paid $205 for a quarter of beef and pickled it.

Blackford reported that:

ti22 Susan

Daily also came word of misery and suffering, the ever-
arriving wounded who both drained our hearts and our small
supply of food, clothing and comforts,
destitute from beyond the Yankee ,lines where the Yankees,
finding they could not destroy the spirit of Virginia, were
starving it into impotence.

Also were seen the

The drought was not the only reason for the shortage of food. The

Quartermaster General's office collected from farmers one tenth of their

Such action took food away from the city and its citizens.produce.

In addition, profiteers often entered the town buying up all the beef

they could find. It was then sold in Richmond and Petersburg at a large

profit. A local newspaper wrote that it was hard to find a piece of

beef for sale. The farmers repeatedly assured the people that there

were many cattle in the country, and because of the scarcity of feed they

were anxious to sell them. Nevertheless, there was not enough meat in

the markets to feed all the hungry citizens, prisoners and wounded.

The combination of drought and profiteering decreased even more the amount

of meat available.

^^Ruth Homes Blunt, "Doctor's Orders: No More Women, No More Flies
Admitted," 7, unpublished article, Jones Memorial Library, Lynchburg,
Virginia, n.d., hereinafter cited as Blunt, "Doctor's Orders."

^^Susan Blackford to Charles Minor Blackford, July 25, 1864,
Blackford, Letters from Lee's Army, 265.

^^Lynchburg Daily Virginian, August 1, 1863.

^^Lynchburg Daily Virginian, February 1, 1864.

^^Lynchburg Daily Republican, January 19, 1865.
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The hardships and privations continued for the people of Lynchburg.

In February there was a money panic, caused by the decline in value of

Confederate money. The cost of living was high with butter costing

six dollars and fifty cents, bacon five dollars, sugar eight dollars a

pound, and flour two hundred fifty dollars a barrel. Paper was hard to

For that reason the Lynchburg Daily Virginian was printed on aget.

single sheet twelve by eighteen inches, with five columns, and without a

27
heading.

The women of Lynchburg sewed, prepared food, and nursed the soldiers

in the hospitals. By June 4, 1861, over five hundred women were making

uniforms in the old Masonic Building. Some carried boxes of food, made

28
A knitting society was established by the ladiesbandages, and cleaned.

During February and March of 1862, this society knitted byin 1862.

hand more than one thousand socks for the soldiers. The members were

anxious to enlist every woman into their society and actively canvassed

the city for new members. The women advertised in the local papers

for yam. The Confederate government supplied them with materials on

the condition that the socks be turned over to government agents to be

With donations they could give the clothing andsold to the soldiers.

on

socks to the soldiers free.-^ The ladies also established a library

The promoters of the Soldiers Library on February 8,for the soldiers.

^^Scruggs, History of Lynchburg, 102-3.

^®Blunt, "Doctor's Orders," 12.

^^Blackford, Letters from Lee's Army, 237-238.

^^Lynchburg Daily Virginian, February 2, 1864.
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1864, wrote in the Lynchburg Daily Virginian that "The Soldiers Library

has done a noble work during the past year. Hundreds of blbles and

testaments have found their way through it to soldiers destitute of the

„31 Secular papers such as the "Illustrated News,"scriptures.

"Field and Fireside" and more than thirty thousand religious papers were

distributed by this library. The Methodist, Episcopal, Presbyterian,

Baptist, and Lutheran religions were represented in these papers. In

addition, the soldiers had access to a collection of from 800 to 1,000

books available to them in the hospitals.

The women of Lynchburg were probably remembered most for their

They gave invaluablecare of sick and wounded soldiers during the war.

Without them many more soldiersassistance and comfort in the hospitals.

doubtlessly would have died.

31
Lynchburg Daily Virginian, February 8, 1864.

^^L3mchburg Daily Virginian, February 8, 1864.



CHAPTER IV: THE HOSPITALS

The Medical Department of the Army of the Confederate States of

America was organized February 26, 1861, at Montgomery, Alabama, in an

"Act for the Establishment and Organization of a General Staff for the

Army of the Confederate States of America." This act provided for a

medical department with one Surgeon General, four surgeons, and six

assistant surgeons,

growing epidemics.^

More surgeons were later authorized to meet the

From the beginning these surgeons faced widespread epidemics of

Most of themeasles, malaria, typhoid fever, and other camp diseases.

medical doctors of the Confederate army had almost no training or

They knew little about military medicine, surgery, or

2
Many had not even observed an operation closely.

experience.

preventive procedures.

The excellent transportation in Lynchburg made it an ideal location

for hospitals. It was a major thoroughfare in the movement of troops and

The city’s hospitals cared for more sick and wounded than didsupplies.

any other Virginia city except Richmond. The problems they faced were

One of the mostno different from those of the rest of the south.

pressing needs was hospitals for the hundreds of sick and wounded that

During the emergencies of war private homes.soon besieged the city.

hotels, bams, warehouses, stores, churches, and courthouses were

^H. H. Cunningham, Doctors in Gray (Baton Rouge, 1958), 21, here-
inafter cited as Cunningham, Doctors in Gray.

2
Cunningham, Doctors in Gray, 13.
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'i

converted into temporary hospitals,

surgeon in Charlottesville, Virginia, saw the wounded and sick "scat-

Edward Warren, a North Carolina

tered through hotels, private homes, public halls, and wherever it was

possible to spread a blanket . . . the whole co\intry from Manassas

Junction to Richmond in one direction, and to Lynchburg in another, was

m4one vast hospital, filled to repletion with sick and wounded . .

There were seventeen major military hospitals in Lynchburg. The

Old Lynchburg College buildings on College Hill provided the best

facilities. The school was closed and a large medical center established.

Odd Fellows Hall on Twelfth Street was used as an emergency hospital.

The City Hotel became the Ladies Relief Hospital with Dr. Thomas L.

Walter as its head surgeon. The barn of a Major Hutter was used

for Federal soldiers. Other possible sites for hospitals were the

factories which included the following:

Christian's Factory, 14th and Commerce Streets
Knight's Factory, 14th and Jackson Streets
Ferguson's Factory, Main and 13th Streets
Ford's Factory, 12th and Court Streets
Saunder's Factory, 4th between Main and Church Streets
Candler's Factory, corner of Fifth and Polk Streets

- .Langhorne's Factory, corner of 11th and Clay Streets
Wade's Factory, Commerce Street across from the Old Horseford Road
Clayton's Factory, Salem and 12th Street
Reid's Factory, 4th near Church Street
Miller's Factory, corner of Harrison and 12th Streets
Crumpton's Factory, 12th and Grace Streets
Booker's (old Jesse Hare Factory), Commerce and 7th Streets
Burton's Factory,, corner of 4th and Harrison Streets
Taliaeferro's Factory, corner of Court and Fifth Streets

^Mrs. James 0. Pollard, "Doctors in Gray: The Confederate

Service," 3-4, unpublished memoir in the possession of Jones Memorial
Library, Lynchburg, Virginia, hereinafter cited as Pollard, "Doctors
in Gray."

^E. Warren quoted in Cunningham, Doctors in Gray, 46.
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The Planter's Warehouse, site of Traction and Light Carsheds,
515 Main Street

Massis's Factory, 13th and Monroe Streets.^
There was no sanitary commission or its equivalent in the Con-

federacy that had as its major responsibility the control or eradication

it was left up to the military establishment.of disease. Instead,

Disease was widespread in Lynchburg as in other southern cities. A

great epidemic of smallpox lasted from 1863 to 1865. Behind the city

cemetery a "pesthouse" was established to care for the smallpox victims.

Under the leadership of Dr. John J. Terrell, it was called General

Hospital Number One.^
There were many "general" hospitals in the Confederacy. They were

called "general" because admission was not restricted to troops from

8particular units. Three of them were located in Lynchburg.

The records of many of the hospitals in Lynchburg were lost after

the war. Therefore it was hard to ascertain the conditions within each.

One of the larger hospitals was General Hospital Number Two. This

hospital left some records though they were sketchy. Dr. C. W. Kemper

was -acting surgeon in charge until January 25, 1865, when Dr. W. C. N.

Randolph took over. There was an average of three surgeons, three

%awkins, "Hospitals in Lynchburg," 1.-2.

6The United States Sanitary Commission was a civilian auxiliary to
the medical bureau of the war department. It has often been regarded as
the forerunner of the Red Cross. Randall and Donald, Civil War and
Reconstruction, 488.

^Hawkins, "Hospitals in Lynchburg," 1-2.

8
Cunningham, Doctors in Gray, 45.
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assistant surgeons, and 112 attendants on duty.

886 patients.9

It served a maximum of

General Hospital Number Three apparently was the largest in number

of soldiers cared for and in the number of medical staff and attendants.

It also kept the best and most complete records of all the hospitals.

Among the records were lists of surgeons, attendants, officers cared

for, illnesses, leaves, dismissals, additions, and returns to duty.

From May 7, 1864, until January 31, 1865, the surgeons in charge were

Robert T. Lewis, Thomas W. Fisher, and R. P. Johnson in that order. The

number of surgeons and assistant surgeons on duty varied from four to

six, thus indicating from the number of wounded and sick the great

burden which they had to carry. The only trained personnel were the

surgeons. The remainder were merely volunteers or detailed soldiers.

From May 7, 1864, to December 31, 1864, the number of sick and wounded

varied from ninety-eight to 964, the mean being from 145 to 179. The

average was about 342. The number of attendants varied from eighty-one

to 112, and the number of deaths varied from zero to eight each week.l^

, The smallest of all the hospitals was Way Hospital established as

a result of a law passed by the Confederate Congress in May 1863. The

^Medical Department Weekly Reports of Patients, Attendants. General
Hospitals No. 1-3, Camp Nicholls, Ladies' Relief, Pratt, and Way
Hospitals, Lynchburg, Virginia, 1862-1865, Chapter VI, Vol. 724, Part II.
Collected Bound Records of Executive, Legislative, and Judicial Offices,
War Department Collection of Confederate Records, Record Group 109.
National Archives, Washington, D. C.

lOnedical Department Weekly Reports, Chapter VI, Vol. 724, Part II,
RG 109 NA.
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Surgeon General established a number of "way hospitals" in addition to

existing hospitals. Way hospitals were to be located along the routes

They furnished rations and quarters to sick and

wounded furloughed and discharged soldiers journeying home.^^

of important railroads.

There

were usually two surgeons on duty at Way Hospital with from fifteen to

The total number in the hospital went from 406twenty-two attendants.

to two in the last report of February 1, 1864. Undoubtedly the hospital

was understaffed. There was no record of what happened to the staff and

the wounded men after this report.

Camp Nicholls Hospital rarely had a surgeon in charge. The assistant

surgeon in charge was W. I. Upshaw. Only one report was signed by a

Of all the hospitals this one was the mostsurgeon—Dr. A. Taylor.

The number of patients per week varied from 237 to 978—understaffed.

in three instances 621, 978, and 885—but the nmber of attendants

varied from four to five. The number of surgeons and assistant surgeons

varied from two to four.

The surgeon in charge of Pratt Hospital was J. H. Murray. The

number of surgeons and attendants varied from fifty-two to eighty.

The number of patients cared for from May 7, 1864, to January 31, 1865

varied from seventy-two to 987.

Usually the number was around one hundredv^^

These extremes were rare though.

Chief of Staff of all the Lynchburg hospitals was Dr. W. 0. Owen

Many women tookwith Dr. John J. Terrell serving as his assistant.

11
Cunningham, Doctors in Gray, 38-9.

12
Medical Department Weekly Reports, Chapter VI, Vol. 724, Part II,

RG 109 NA.
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care of soldiers in hospitals and homes,

sometimes came to the hospitals and cared for the men.-^^

Mothers or wives of the wounded

Existing records of the Ladies' Relief Hospital provide the most

abundant information concerning the conditions within the Lynchburg

hospitals. It was established and organized by Mrs. Lucy Mina Otey.

Allegedly this hospital was founded as a result of an insult by Surgeon

She had worked in her husband's hospital forOtey to his wife, Lucy.

Otey did not believe that women belongedsome time against his wishes.

in the hospitals. So, when Mrs. Otey arrived one morning the sentinel

"No more women, no more flies admitted."delivered to her the order:

This angered and challenged Mrs. Otey into action. She went to Richmond

where she gained admittance to Jefferson Davis. During the conference

with him she requested permission to establish a Ladies' Relief Hospital.

Davis agreed and reportedly commissioned Mrs. Otey as a captain. This

commission was unusual, for there was only one other woman commissioned

officer in the Confederate Army.^^ Some reports stated that Mrs. Otey

was never commissioned as captain or that the above story was partly

myth.. But records do specifically show that she was founder and

president of the Relief Hospital in Lynchburg,

records of the Ladies' Relief Hospital were destroyed by fire in Lynchburg.

A great many of the

^%ollard, "Doctors in Gray," 3-4.

l^Blunt, "Doctor's Orders," 1-3.

^^There is some correspondence in the National Archives which verify
that Mrs. Otey was president of the Ladies' Hospital. A letter dated
August 30, 1936 from a Mr. W. W. Hurt stated: "I submitted to Dr. Ecken-
rode's Department several weeks ago a complete and accurate report of
Captain Otey's appointment as captain and a copy of her commission duly
signed ..." Medical Department Weekly Reports, Ch. VI, Vol 724, Part II,

. RG 109 NA, and W. W. Hurt quoted in Blunt, "Doctor's Orders," 4.
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Captain Otey returned to Lynchburg and began to organize her

hospital. With assistance of other women the hospital began its

work. Mrs. Otey became the president.

Although Mrs. Otey had permission for her hospital from Jefferson

Davis, the officers in the city would not cooperate with her. She

therefore advertised for food and bandages. In the Lynchburg Daily

Virginian an example of the types and number of contributions was

illustrated from the following list of items given:

Major Claiborne Scott, of Campbell, basket of ripe peaches
for the wounded soldiers, also a bushel of potatoes;
Mrs. W. Carter of Nelson, two chickens, potatoes, beets
and cimblins; Mrs. Wm. A. Hurt, of Bedford, bag of potatoes;
Mrs. Newton Gordon, city, four shirts for the wounded
soldiers, and oak-back and pepper; Mrs. Jacob Mitchell,
old linen and bandages; Mrs. Mary Dornin, fine parcell of
ripe tomatoes; Mrs. John Garland, of Lunenburg, package of
hops; Mrs. Col. Radford, of Bedford, a feast of soft
peaches for the soldiers. Cash donations: Mrs. Judge
Daniel, $10; Mrs. Wm. Jettyjohn, of Amherst, $10.^^

Mrs. Otey and the ladies soon had more supplies than did the other

hospitals. What they did not use they sent to those surgeons and

Finally, thehospitals that had previously been so uncooperative.

hospital received the recognition and support it so richly deserved.

A notice in the Lynchburg Daily Virginian, September 25, 1861,

stated that the Ladies' Hospital had been recognized by the govern-

Mr. John W. Didley, assistant archivist, Virginia State Library, wrote
March 26, 1963, "We have made a careful search of our records and have
also conferred with the research staff of the Confederate Museum, but
with negative results as far as finding Mrs. Otey's commission." John
W. Didley quoted in Blunt, "Doctor's Orders," 4. From all of this it is
fairly safe to say that Mrs. Otey was President of the Ladies' Relief
Hospital and an independent hospital contractor serving the Confederacy.

16
Blunt, "Doctor's Orders," 3, 7-8.
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ment and had the authority from the Secretary of War to draw rations

from the Assistant Commissary at Lynchburg and requisition for

medical supplies. A letter dated September 18, 1861 from the

Surgeon General’s Office and approved by the Secretary of War, Leroy

P. Walker, read:

A General Hospital has been in existence for some months
in Lynchburg. As it is a thoroughfare for troops, it may
be advisable to keep up the hospital, established by the
Ladies of Lynchburg, and it is recommended that for the
past, 22 cents per diem, (the commuted value of a ration)
be paid for each soldier treated; and in future that rations
and medical supplies be issued to the sick in their Hospital. 17

One of the most active workers in the Ladies' Relief Hospital

was Mrs. Gaston Otey, who served there for three years. She was the

widow of Captain Otey's son who had died in the first year of war.

While working at the hospital, she had been assigned to care for a

young Norwegian officer. Colonel August Forsberg. Four months

after the surrender of Lee, they were married.

Mrs. Forsberg's "Reminiscences" provides valuable insight into

the conditions within the hospital and of the individuals. She wrote

that, it was the custom to send the most severely wounded to the

Ladies' Hospital. Following the Battle of the Wilderness one hundred

and twenty men were taken to this hospital at one time. Mrs. Forsberg

would kneel by each man, as he was brought in, giving each a cup full

of iced buttermilk before asking any questions. Mrs. Forsberg was

quite a sight after holding each for a drink of buttermilk because

She recalled that as shethe men were covered with blood and mud.

17
Lynchburg Daily Virginian, September 25, 1861.
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entered her home that night she was greeted with "Where in the world

have you been and what is the matter with your clothes?"
1 ft

"I have had 120 men in my arms today." °

She answered.

The surgeons in charge of the Ladies' Relief Hospital from

August 1862 to May 1864 were Samuel B. Christian, R. S. Payne,

W. C. Warren, and G. A. D. Galt. The number of surgeons per week

varied from one to two with from twelve to twenty attendants.
IQ

Patients in the hospital varied in number from forty-two to 118.

There was disagreement over the actual conditions and the com-

potency of the surgeons in the hospitals. The newspapers and many

ladies of the town accused surgeons of malpractice. But it appeared

that responsible surgeons more than compensated for the laxity of

The women who worked in the hospitals greatly criticized thesome.

surgeons and facilities.

From the Information given in the Medical Department's weekly

reports it appeared that a different surgeon was in charge each week

at the various hospitals. There were also a great number of leaves

and furloughs among the doctors. Usually each hospital had two

surgeons and two assistant surgeons on duty. This varied anywhere

from one to three according to the number of patients. Hospitals

either hired attendants or obtained detailed soldiers. The staff

surgeons, assistant surgeons, stewards.consisted of the following:

nurses, cooks, laundresses, chief matrons, assistant matrons, ward

^^Blunt, "Doctor's Orders," 9-11.

^^Medical Department Weekly Reports, Chapter VI, Vol. 724,
Part II, RG 109 NA.
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matrons, ward master, guards, and chaplains. Many slaves and citizens

served as attendants along with the soldiers.

Information on the conduct of the surgeons and staff other than

the memoirs of local citizens is scarce. In the Medical Reports under

the comments of the various hospitals frequent remarks were entered

stating that certain surgeons were relieved, had their contracts

cancelled, and one, assistant surgeon W. D. Cunningham, was under

It is not known whether those relieved were given an honorablearrest.

or dishonorable discharge. The treatment received from the attendants

and nurses who were detailed privates may have caused some of the

20
reports of ill treatment.

The Lynchburg Daily Virginian was a severe though at times cautious

On September 16, 1861, it wrote, "Proofs

of mismanagement . . . [ and ] hardships . . . continue to multiply

critic of the hospitals.

..21
upon our hands.

In April, 1862, the newspaper stated that the care and attention

given to soldiers in the hospitals was generally good, but added:

- ■ We went into Dudley Hall yesterday, where a large number
of sick, recently arrived from Staunton have been awaiting
permanent quarters, and were told by a number who need,
badly need, medicine and attention, that they had not
received a visit or even seen a surgeon since their arrival
here on Sunday last. Every thing seemed to be in confu-
sion, and there was an evident lack of system in the whole
management. We do not know that resident surgeons would
have time to attend the large number of new patients
brought here, and take it for granted that these men brought
surgeons with them; but however this may be, they evi-
dently need attention, and we notice the matter with a
view of insuring it, if possible. We trust the gentlemen

^^Medlcal Department Weekly Reports, Chapter VI, Vol. 724,
Part II, RG 109 NA.

^^Lynchburg Daily Virginian, September 16, 1861.
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of the medical department will exert themselves to
supply this sad deficiency .22

The newspaper received a letter from Ferguson's Factory Hospital

which they refused to print because the writer would not give his

The person signed himself a "Southern Soldier." This manname.

charged that the sick at Ferguson's suffered from lack of attention.

medicine, and proper food.

21
hospitals were never delivered to the patients.

In addition, supplies ordered to the

The women who worked in these facilities gave the most scalding

criticism. They alleged that the women were given shameful treatment

by the surgeons. Among these was Mrs. Susan Blackford. She felt that

some of the surgeons were incompetents who cared little about their

patients and cared even less for the women who aided in the hospitals.

Most were drunkards who drank up the hospital stores. They were

cruel and Indifferent to the suffering soldiers, according to Mrs. Black-

She continued that the women who were working with the woundedford.

were greatly abused and had to suffer profane insults from the

24 The father of a wounded soldier in Lynchburg wrote to hissurgeons.

wife complaining of the treatment that their son received, saying:

"It made my blood boil to see how the upstart of a surgeon spoke to

him when we went to get his Cproperty J but when I spoke he was

22
Lynchburg Daily Virginian, April 23, 1862.

23
Lynchburg Daily Virginian, May 10, 1862.

24
Henry Steele Commager (ed.), The Blue and the Gray, II

(Indianapolis, 1950), 782.
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..25polite . .

On the other hand many observers in the city felt the men were

generally treated well with Union and Confederate wounded receiving

equal attention. Susan Blackford did agree that the treatment of

the men was impartial. On the whole the hospitals had adequate food

during the first two years of the war. But Mrs. Blackford complained

of the negligence on College Hill. There were so many men that a

large number had to be put into tents. While visiting among these

men, she broke open a corn pone to be fed one soldier. In it she

found dry meal,

pains had been taken to prepare it.27

Private G. W. Nichols, a patient in Lynchburg, wrote, "The

Although water was the only ingredient added, no

doctors in Lynchburg were very good and gave me some relief, but it

Our fare here was about the same that it had beenwas not permanent.

..28in Richmond, and I was reduced from 120 to about eighty pounds.

Other factors should be considered before passing judgment on

the surgeons. A small number of surgeons and attendants faced an

Among many other problems, one of theimpossible number of patients.

more pressing was the need for medicine and food. Surgeons desperately
og

advertised in local papers for medicine and herbs.

^^Letter (Writer unknown), October 12, 1862, Confederate Papers
(Miscellaneous) Southern Historical Collection, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

^^Ada Harris to Parents, May 16, 1863, Henry St. George Harris
Papers, Manuscript Department, Duke University.

^^Susan Blackford to Charles Minor Blackford, May 18, 1864,
Blackford, Letters from Lee's Army, 262.

^^G. W. Nichols, A Soldier's Story of His Regiment (Jesup, 1898), 67-8.

^^Lynchburg Daily Republican, March 24, 1865.
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In comparing these accounts to the official medical records, it

would be safe to say that for the most part the resident surgeons of

Lynchburg should be highly praised for their work against overwhelming

odds. Those physicians most severely criticized may not have been

resident doctors. In fact, with the shortage of medicine, attendants.

and facilities, it was amazing that they were able to save as many

lives as they did.^® Confronted with thousands of sick and wounded.

the surgeons were too busy to care for all of the men. In addition.

there were no disinfectants and antiseptic bandages. Caring for

men under these conditions was not pleasant. Most Confederate medical

officers fulfilled their obligations to the best of their ability

under such adverse circumstances. Restrictions to which they were

subjected made it difficult to apply what little knowledge they did

have.^^

The women in the hospitals related many stories that were tragic

and heartrending. One concerned two brothers from Louisiana by the

name of Du Champ who were cared for in the Ladies' Relief Hospital

The older one was anxious to return to his companyat.the same time.

Just before he leftand soon received permission from his doctor.

he went to one of the ladies and placed in her care his diary and a

He asked her to send these two things to hislock of his hair.

Saying farewell he started to leave, butfather if he were killed.

he returned saying, "Would you mind kissing me goodbye. I have no

Of)
Medical Department Weekly Reports, Chapter VI, Vol. 724,

Part II, RG 109 NA.

^^Cunningham, Doctors in Gray, 264-5.
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mother and if I should be killed father would be so glad to hear you

„32 She kissed him and he left.• The next day his regimentdid it.

went into battle, and in just fifteen minutes he lay dead.

Mrs. Otey was like a mother to many of the wounded boys. Mrs.

Forsberg wrote in her "Reminiscences":

Late one bright spring afternoon when all nature Cwas J
alive, there was brought into me one of the handsomest
young boys I ever saw, certainly not over 18, the only
son of his mother and she a widow, and we knew he had come
to die.' His clothing was saturated with blood and soon
tender hands had removed the grey jacket and flannel shirt,
bathed his body and dressed him in soft clean underclothing.
But, alas.' Shot through both lungs, every breath caused
the bloody water (now a light pink) to ooze through the
openings and saturate again his clothing. We placed him in
a clean bed and waited the end—so near. At last he gaspingly
asked if one of the ladies would object to letting him die
in their arms. Mrs. Otey volunteered to be the one. A
thickly folded sheet was laid across her chest to protect
her from the constant flowing of life stream, and he laid
back in her motherly arms with a sigh of content. In
broken accents he gave his mother's name and address in
South Carolina and asked that she be written to. "Tell
her I fell with my face to the enemy and I am proud to
die for my country." Then he asked to be kissed goodbye
for that mother he loved so well. In tearful silence we

stood about that bed and watched as his young life ebbed
out and thought of that one in a distant state who had
given her 'all' to the cause she loved.33

In Confederate hospitals patients served as attendants, gathered

medicinal plants, tended hospital gardens, worked on fortifications

during emergencies, and were frequently assigned temporary duty as

guards for hospitals and medical depots. They were also organized

into military companies along with the permanent attendants and

32
The News (Lynchburg, Virginia), December 4, 1960.

^^Quoted in Blunt, "Doctor's Orders," 11-12.
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n/

expected to aid in defense if necessary. ^ In Lynchburg, attendants

and workers were so desperately needed that frequently the lightly

wounded soldiers were also put to work. Alfred N. Proffit, one of

35
the many wounded, cooked for General Hospital Number Three. Others

who were not occupied with bed duties were organized into cavalry and

reconnaissance parties. Edward Stuart from Pratt Hospital was sent

out on one such raid. He wrote:

Since writing my last I have been many miles away from
this place, on a raid to meet the Yankees, as all of the
convalescents in the hospitals in this City were ordered
out. The order was issued very unexpectedly to us, on
the night of the 8th Cof November 1863 J so that I scarce
had time to get ready before I had to leave, much to my
dislike. The trip as anticipated proved severe, we marched
some 36 to 40 mi, C sic J and are now back without seeing
a Yankee or burning powder. My leg is of course much worse
after such a trip. Today there are rumors that we will be
ordered out again shortly, which I think is improbable. I
will not say anything of the fight at Kellysford as nothing
authentic is yet known. I feel quite lonesome here, though
I have plenty of company, it is not of the right kind;
at best a hospital is a miserable place and this one is
hard to beat.^^

Each hospital was staffed with medical officers, stewards, matrons.

assistant matrons, nurses, cooks, laundresses, and other attendants.

In addition to the many women who worked in the hospitals, the blacks

of Lynchburg, both free and slave, filled in where needed. Most of

the nurses, cooks, and laundresses were Negro slaves.

^^Cunningham, Doctors in Gray, 78-9.

^^Alfred N. Proffit to parents, July 3, 1862, Alfred N. Proffit
Papers, Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill.

36
Edward Stuart to C. J. E. Stuart, November 17, 1863, John B. S.

Dimitry Papers, Manuscript Department, Duke University.



CHAPTER V: THE BLACK PEOPLE OF LYNCHBURG DURING THE WAR

By population, Lynchburg was the fifth largest city in Virginia in

1861. Richmond was the largest followed by Petersburg, Norfolk, Ports-

mouth, and Lynchburg. The population of the major cities was chartered

by the Auditor of Public Accounts on'November 28, 1861, as follows:^

CITY WHITE

MALES
OVER 12

TOTAL

NUMBER OF

WHITES

SLAVESFREE TOTAL

Fredericksburg
Norfolk
Portsmouth
Richmond

Williamsburg
Danville

Lynchburg
Petersburg

679 422 1,291
4,532

5,028
15,717
10,289
37,973
1,612
3,639
6,857
18,278

3,315
10,157
8,799
24,287

1,704
1,627
4,102

1,028
557 933

11,6991,987
744 120 748150

304 1,674
3,791
9,434

202 1,763
2,716
5,680

967 350
2,285 3,164

See footnote 2.

Approximately forty-five percent of the 6,857 people were black.

Labor was scarce and blacks had to fulfill many of the tasks undertaken

by whites before the war. Thus black labor was a vital part of the

economic system which supported and sustained the forces in logistics,

ordnance production, medical care, and military fortifications.^
Slaves and free men worked on railroads, public works, defenses.

Hundreds of teamsters, butchers.and in factories, mines, and hospitals.

iLynchburg Daily Virginian, November 28, 1861.

^Lynchburg Dally Virginian, November 28, 1861.

3james H. Brewer, The Confederate Negro (Durham, 1969), 165, here-
inafter cited as Brewer, Confederate Negro.
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drovers, draymen, bakers, warehouse hands, and boatmen labored in the

service of Captain John Brannon, post tax-in-kind officer of the Seventh

Congressional District, and Major John M. Galt, post commissary. Many

black workers were needed to take care of shipping on the railroads.

Some of the specific jobs included the following: transportation master.

two clerks, a storekeeper, a wagonmaster, and fifteen Negroes—twelve

teamsters, two laborers, and one messenger.^ Lynchburg, along with Rich-

mond, Petersburg, and Danville, became one of the major areas for the

hiring out of slaves to railroad companies.^

Free black men sometimes volunteered to aid the Confederate cause.

As in other Confederate towns, Negroes offered their services to the

Confederate States of America from local patriotism, hope of better

treatment, pressure from officials, or from fear of impressment. But

once Northern forces captured Lynchburg in 1865, they welcomed them and

declared their loyalty to the Union.^

Negroes, both free and slave, were extremely useful in the care of

the sick and wounded. Without their help many soldiers would have died

in the overcrowded and understaffed hospitals. The contributions of

these Negro men and women in the hospitals was often overlooked. Many

prepared food for soldiers in Lynchburg; if fact, most of the cooks for

By the use of slave labor whitethe hospitals and prisons were Negro.

Preparing food was also consideredman power was conserved for fighting.

^Medical Department Weekly Reports, Chapter VI, Vol. 724, Part II,
RG 109 NA.

^Brewer, Gonfederate Negro, 4.

6james M. McPherson, The Negro’s Civil War (New York, 1965), 23.
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In addition, Negro cooks

were better trained for this type of work than the average white soldier.^

menial work which was not suited for a soldier.

An examination of the official hospital medical reports illustrates

the role which Negroes played as attendants. They also served as laun-

dresses, nurses, ambulance drivers, and stretcher bearers. They were

8required to clean wards, cook, serve, wash, and sometimes attend patients.

In some hospitals where professional medical service was absent Negroes

By late 1864 the need forwere entrusted with the sole care of soldiers.

soldiers was so acute that most of the hospital work was being done by

Negroes.9 The number of Negro attendants in the Lynchburg hospitals in

1862 was as follows:

NAME NURSES COOKS LAUNDRESSES

General Hospital No. 1
General Hospital No. 2
General Hospital No. 3
Ladies Relief
Pratt

Wayside

102 19 28
56 19 29
61 18 33
10 1 2

4 1011
2 213

63Total 253 104

See footnote 10.

^Bell Irvin Wiley, Southern Negroes 1861-1865 (New Haven, 1938),
110, hereinafter cited as Wiley, Southern Negroes.

%iley. Southern Negroes, 111.

^Medical Department Weekly Reports, Chapter VI, Vol. 724, Part II,
RG 109 NA.

^*^Brewer, Confederate Negro, 122.
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In addition to their work in the hospitals, Negroes were especially

in demand to meet the labor needs of the canal and railroads. The great

majority of those persons employed by the James River and Kanawha Canal

Company were Negroes. The canal was divided into two divisions for

maintenance; from Richmond to Lynchburg (136 miles); and from Lynchburg

As drillers, quarrymen, and stone cutterssixty miles west to Buchanan.

Negroes were employed to keep the entire length of the canal in constant

repair. Negroes dug along the canal to keep it open and navigable.

Masons were in charge of dams, locks, bridges, abutments, and culverts.

Boatmen transported the many supplies and munitions over the canal.

Sectional squads replaced cribs, dredged, ditched, riprapped, raised

embankments, mended breaches, and smoothed the tow path surface. Dock

hands loaded and unloaded shipments. Carpenters were required to keep

the large wooden lock gates and bridges over the canal in repair. The

extent to which the company depended on slave labor was indicated by the

large number employed. The following chart Illustrated their many tasks.

SLAVE OCCUPATIONS IN THE JAMES RIVER AND KANAWHA CANAL COMPANY

NumberOccupationNumber• Occupation

41 Masons
Mason helpers
Patrollers
Painters
Quarrymen

~Quarrymen helpers
Ferrymen
Dredgeboat hands
Stonecutters

Messenger
Working ship lock
Cooks
Carpenters
Blacksmiths
Drillers (stone)
Driller helpers
Boatmen
Laborers

265
418
213
86

355
17

3613
693

283TOTAL
See footnote 12.

l^Brewer, Confederate Negro, 74-76.

l^Brewer, Confederate Negro, 76.
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The four major railroads in Virginia were the Virginia Central,

Richmond and Danville, Petersburg and South Side, and Virginia and Ten-

The South Side, Virginia and Tennessee, along with the Orangenessee.

and Alexandria railroads, converged at Lynchburg. A large number of

Negroes were required to keep each of these roads in operation.13 Main-

tenance or operation of tracks, switches, turntables, water tanks, wood

tenders, and trestle works was left mainly to Negro manpower. The

positions of brakemen, blacksmiths, firemen, and mechanics were also

frequently filled by Negroes.1^

Frequent replacement of rails and restoration of roadbeds demanded

even more laborers. Throughout the South a shortage of iron complicated

the problem of maintenance of the railroads. At times rails had to be

moved back and forth from one track to another where needed. As a result

many more workers were required. When adequate slave and free Negro

labor could not be obtained from hiring out, impressment was resorted

to. 15

Work on the railroads was considered to be as important as working

There were frequent entries in Governor John Letcher'son defenses.

Executive Journal requesting the Governor to exempt from working on the

public defenses the Negroes employed by the Orange and Alexandria Railroad

so that they could repair and renew the track of the Company and cut wood.l^

13Brewer, Confederate Negro, 88.

l^Robert C. Black, The Railroads of the Confederacy (Chapel Hill,
1952), 29, hereinafter cited as Black, Railroads of the Confederacy.

15wiley, Southern Negroes, 112.
l^Executive Journal, Governor John Letcher, January 26, 1863, Chap-

ter 8, vol. 202, 333.
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Although work on the railroads was Important, the greatest number

of Negroes were employed in the construction of defense works. While

white men were being called for the field, Negroes were being mustered

One type of defense work was the throwing up ofto work on defenses.

foundations of dirt or sand for the planting of batteries,

also used to build and repair forts or enclosures.

Negroes were

The Lynchburg depot, under the command of Quartermaster Raleigh

E. Colston, was very important as a supply facility for the Confederacy.

It was the main depot for the Army of Northern Virginia. As the key to

the interior lines of communication and supply, it enabled the Confederate

troops to be moved from one line of defense to another. The enormous

amount of supplies brought by way of the Orange and Alexandria, South

Side, and Virginia and Tennessee made the Lynchburg depot the "Agricul-

Without the aid of the Negro labor, however,

these supplies would have had great difficulty reaching Lee's army.^^

tural heart of Lee's armies."

Construction and repair of the Lynchburg depot was done mainly by

black skilled laborers. They worked in one of the three government shops

as carpenters, wheelwrights, or blacksmiths. These men did more than

They were often called upon to shoe cavalry horses, repairrepair work.

Otherharnesses, bridles, collars, supply wagons, and ambulances.

tasks in the government shops in Lynchburg from 1864 to 1865 included

the following:

l^wiley. Southern Negroes, 113-114.

l^Brewer, Confederate Negro, 22.

l^Brewer, Confederate Negro, 22-23.
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Occupation Slaves Free Negroes

Blacksmiths and strikers
Boatmakers
Boatmen

Wheelwrights and carpenters
Cooks
Laborers

Ropemakers
Shoemakers
Tanners
Teamsters

145 3
8

15
16 1
4

30
16 1
18 1
1
8

261 6TOTALS

See footnote 20.

The black workers generally did superior work in the shops. Those

who were especially industrious and economical were well cared for.

Sometimes these Negroes were given better shoes, clothing, and medical

care than the army.^^
Under the superintendent in charge of shop personnel, there were

fifty-five white and 266 black workers in the government shops. Another

large black force was employed at the niter works in Lynchburg. In 1862

niter from nearby works was shipped to Lynchburg where Negroes refined

between 900 to 1,000 pounds per day.^^
The largest working force of Negroes was under the charge of Major

The duties of theJames G. Paxton, Post Field Transportation Officer.

workers under Paxton included providing field transportation and forage

2®Brewer, Confederate Negro, 23.

2lBrewer, Confederate Negro, 23.

^^Brewer, Confederate Negro, 23-24.
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for the animals in the Army of Northern Virginia. Cavalry and draft

horses were purchased or impressed for government use. Periodic inspec-

tions were made to determine which animals were unserviceable and which

ones were ready to be returned to Lee’s armies. Paxton and his agents

supplied 4,929 horses and mules in Virginia at an average price of

$524.00 from 1864 to 1865.^3

In October 1863, a horse and mule infirmary was established in

Lynchburg. Lynchburg was chosen because it met the requirements requested

by Colonel John R. Chambliss, Jr., Commander of Lee's Cavalry Brigade.

He asked on August 10, 1863, that a veterinary hospital be established

in an area safe from cavalry raids, convenient and accessible to the

main railroads communications.24 Sheds were constructed to shelter the

animals, and Negroes were hired to care for them. The most severely

wounded animals were sent to this infirmary. Many had to be destroyed.

while others were too exhausted to recover. From October 1863 to

January 1865, 6,875 horses were received; 2,844 died; 1,057 recovered;

133 were lost or rustled; 559 were condemned and sold; 799 were trans-

ferred to another infirmary; and 1,483 remained sick or wounded. Also,

2,855 mules were received; 1,644 recovered; 575 died; and the remainder

were being treated. Eighty-three white and 179 black laborers were

hired to care for these horses and mules.,25

A large labor force of Negroes was employed to meet the demand for

Agents and impressment officers obtained ninety Negroes fromforage.

23Brewer, Confederate Negro, 24.

2^Brewer, Confederate Negro, 24.

25Brewer, Confederate Negro, 24-25.
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Campbell County, in which Lynchburg is located. Others were hired from

Roanoke, Montgomery, Bedford, Franklin, Floyd, and Bath counties. By

the winter of 1864 to 1865 there were 244 black workers, forty-four white

workers, thirty-nine horses, and fifty-five mules gathering forage in the

The black workers were divided into two groups—Piedmont and Valley.

Black teamsters were hired to haul thethe collectors and the balers.

gathered hay to the Lynchburg depot,

immediately to the Army of Northern Virginia.^6
No matter what the task there were never enough Negroes to fill

From there it was shipped out

the demands. The Niter and Mining Bureau advertised desperately for

black workers. They were also in great demand by the Chief Quartermaster

of the Army of Northern Virginia and the Engineer Bureau of the Confed-

erate States of America. A plea went out that:

All the demands are pressing and of the most vital importance,
. and the number required by the officers making the requisitions
for them approximates, if it does not exceed, the whole number
of free Negroes within the military lines of the prescribed
age.27

By the end of the war the need for soldiers was so great that Negroes

performed most of the duties in the mines, factories, hospitals, and

Often the only care which Union prisoners received was fromprisons.

fellow prisoners and black workers. Occasionally, the Negroes would

smuggle medicines and bandages in to the, prisoners.

^^Brewer, Confederate Negro, 25.

27Brewer, Confederate Negro, 12.



CHAPTER VI: PRISONS

During the Civil War the Confederates captured 211,000 Federal

soldiers and released about 16,000 in the field. The Federals captured

462,000 men and paroled 247,000. In the final count Confederates actually

took 195,000 and Unionists about 215,000 captives,

difficulty caring for this great number of prisoners,

increased especially in the last months of the war because of the break

The South had great

This difficulty

down of the transportation and supply system. Charges of atrocious

treatment in Confederate prisons were related to these problems faced

by the South. In addition, Sherman and Grant were mounting attacks, and

the best officers and men were desperately needed at the front.^

The largest prisons in the South were Andersonville, Libby and Bell

Isle, Salisbury, Macon, and Columbia. In Virginia, Libby Prison in Rich-

mond was the largest with those in Lynchburg ranking second in size.^

Other prisons were located at Danville and Petersburg. All of the prisons

were overcrowded and poorly supplied. Lynchburg, however, was probably

somewhat better off than most because of its proximity to transportation

whidh linked with major supply depots.3

Ij. G. Randall and David Donald, The Civil War and Reconstruction
(Boston, 1961), 336, hereinafter cited as Randall and Donald, Civil War
and Reconstruction.

^Report of Brigadier General John H. Winder, Richmond, Virginia,
July 16, 1862. Official Records (Army), Series II, IV, 821. On July 16,
1862 there were 7,847 prisoners in Richmond, 2,248 in Lynchburg, 592 in
Alabama, and 780 in Salisbury, N. C.

3e. Merton Coulter, The Confederate States of America 1861-1865
(Louisiana State, 1950), 470-1, hereinafter cited as Coulter, Confederate
States of America.
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Treatment of prisoners was hotly debated with harsh accusations

against both the North and the South. Although not deliberately intended.

conditions in Union and Confederate prisons were often unbearable. Both

North and South were guilty of mismanagement, congestion, and unfitness

of personnel. One also found in the prisons of both North and South

disease, filth, depression, misery, and death.

Conditions in Lynchburg such as overcrowding and scarcity of space

were similar to those of other prisons. Prisoners were generally con-

fined in factories, warehouses, stables at the fairground, hospitals, or

even open fields,

were wounded and hospitalized.^

Treatment of the prisoners was usually better if they

From July to August, 1862, the number

of prisoners in Lynchburg varied from about 2,200 to 2,600.

progressed, the number increased.^

As the war

Caring for this great number of prisoners was difficult. Supplies

were becoming scarce as early as 1862. In a letter to the Secretary of

War George W. Randolph, Quartermaster-General Abraham C. Myers wrote on

June 17, 1862, concerning Lynchburg:

It is almost impossible to obtain supplies to feed the prisoners
■ • of war at that place. I deem it my duty to submit that the
difficulty of maintaining prisoners is most serious and that
the growing deficiency in the resources of the Confederacy, so
far as the commissary stores are concerned, will render the
speedy exchange of prisoners of war or their disposal otherwise
absolutely necessary.7

'^Randall and Donald, Civil War and Reconstruction, 333.

5john Worrell Northrop, Chronicles from the Diary of ^ War Prisoner
in 1864 (Wichita, 1904), 42-5, hereinafter ciTeJ as NortErop, Chronicles.

^Abstracts of provisions issued:
Records (Army), Series II, IV, 821, 832,837.

^Abraham C. Myers to Secretary of War George W. Randolph, June 17,
1864, Official Records (Army), Series II, IV, 777.

July 1862, August 1862. Official
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The system of exchange for prisoners was very difficult and compli-

Efforts to establish some type of general policy were nevercated.

successful. In Lynchburg as in other prison centers there were a few

However, after 1863 exchanges were fewer in number yet

the number of prisoners on each side greatly increased.8

exchanges made.

Colonel George C. Gibbs, in charge of the prisons at Lynchburg,

reported on June 18, 1862 that there were 2,230 prisoners located on the

fairgrounds. The location was entirely unsuitable for a prison. Pri-

soners slept in stalls or in tents constructed with their blankets or

oil-cloths. Officers were separated from the other men. Many prisoners

were able to escape because of the construction of the fairgrounds.

Lumber could not be obtained to repair fences, gates or sheds.

According to Gibbs there were sick men among the prisoners at the

fairground, but there was no prison surgeon or assistant, and there was

no room for them in the hospitals. The prisoners were occasionally with-

out food for twenty-four hours. Fuel and water were difficult to obtain.

Fortunately there had been no deaths. A telegram was sent to Colonel

Gibbs ordering him to issue to the prisoners rations such as were issued

to Confederate soldiers.^ On June 24, 1862, Captain John M. Galt, com-

mander at Lynchburg, stopped all shipment of flour, com, bacon, and

cattle from Lynchburg,

paying the owners in certificates of impressment.10

He impressed food for the troops and prisoners.

SRandall and Donald, Civil War and Reconstruction, 334-5.

^Colonel George C. Gibbs to Brigadier General J. H. Winder, June 18,
1862, Official Records (Army), Series II, IV, 779.

lOspecial Orders No. 145, June 24, 1862, Official Records (Army),
Series II, IV, 788-9.
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John Northrop, taken prisoner in 1864, kept a diary in which he

described Lynchburg as dirty, crowded, and dilapidated. Officers were

kept in the city, while non-officers were kept about a mile out of town

between a hill and a stream. The home guard—boys and old men primarily—

watched over the prisoners. Northrop wrote that contrary to popular

belief, not all the citizens of Lynchburg were loyal to the Confederate

He believed that many people that sympathized with the North werecause.

kept imprisoned within the city. The man who guarded Northrop stated

that he was contemplating deserting but feared that it meant certain

death to attempt escape. Northrop alleged that several Individuals among

a group who brought the prisoners bread showed enthusiasm for the Union.

The statements and the following accusations made by Northrop were diffi-

cult to substantiate. Though this Incident may have occurred, it was

not indicative of the prevailing sympathies of the Lynchburg population.

According to Northrop one man stated that he would be glad to see the

prisoners freed. War had ruined his business making him bitter towards

the Confederacy. He tore up some Confederate money saying it was worth-

The guard threatened to shoot the man as he tossed the prisonersless.

He was then arrested and taken to thea roll of Confederate money.

city. After that the prisoners and guards were not allowed to communi-

cate.H

Northrop wrote that prisoners had little if anything to eat. They

In bad weather theywere forced to sleep at night upon the bare ground.

On May 12, 1864, he wrote:had no protection from the cold and rain.

^^Northrop, Chronicles, 42-45.
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"When I awoke this morning I lay in water; no shelter, no wood; conse-

"12quently I am wet all day.

Another prisoner at Lynchburg in 1864 was Lieutenant Charles W.

Ostrander of the 122nd Company, New York State Volunteers. He wrote in

contrast to Northrop that prisoners were treated very kindly. For

rations he received bread and bacon twice a day and bread once without

On one day he had soup, greens, new potatoes, bread, and rice formeat.

dinner. His wounds were washed twice a day with whisky and water. On

Sundays they were allowed to go to church. Ostrander admitted that the

living was hard, but he believed that they were treated the same as the

Confederate men.13

Charles A. Humphreys was a Union Chaplain captured in 1863. His

memoir was perhaps the most critical of prison conditions at Lynchburg.

He arrived at Lynchburg with fifty-five other prisoners in filthy cattle

From the cars they were taken to a large tobacco warehouse alreadycars.

filled with prisoners. Humphreys described it as having three floors.

. . covered with dirt and vermin, and six-hundred and fifty Union

soldiers—of whom two hundred were wounded and without medical atten-

dance, their wounds festering with gangrene from exhaustion and neglect.1^

It was shallow with a tin roofThe third floor was really the attic.

Those who slept thereand therefore too hot to live in during the day.

12Northrop, Chronicles, 45.

lluiary of Lt. Charles W. Ostrander, June 8, 1864, Jones Memorial
Library, Lynchburg, Virginia, 5-7.

I'^Charles A. Humphreys, Field, Camp, Hospital, and Prison in the
Civil War 1863-1865 (Boston, 1918), 114, hereinafter cited as Humphreys,
Field.
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at night had no place to go in the daytime. They were forced to stand

or lie on the ground in the prison yard.

Humphreys and seventeen other men, all officers, had an extra guard

and were confined in a small twelve by twelve foot room. He tended the

sick when allowed out of the room and tried to obtain food for them

through the fence and with the help of Negroes. In need of medicine and

bandages he wrote a note to the chief steward of College Hospital, but

his appeal was ignored. Humphreys made no mention of trying to contact

the other sixteen hospitals in Lynchburg for help. If he had written

the Ladies' Relief Hospital, he might have received the medicines needed.

There is no evidence, however, that the ladies attempted to aid the

prisoners.15

After failing to obtain supplies, Humphreys used worn out cloth

smuggled in by Negroes for bandages. He used water to keep the wounds

His efforts seemed to hold small results foras clean as possible.

. . without sufficient food and with no stimulants, the mortality

was frightful, and the dead-cart trundled heavily with its daily holo-

cause [sic] of victims on the altar of Confederate cruelty. No words

"16can adequately describe the horrors of that prison life.

Food was in shortThe prisoners were held under close confinement.

They slept upon bare floors with few if any blankets. No let-supply.

ters or packages arriving from friends or family were allowed in to the

This was unusual because in other accounts prisoners stated thatmen.

15Humphreys, Field, 114-117.

l^Humphreys, Field, 117.
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they could receive packages. Perhaps the keenest torture, according to

Humphreys, was the false news concerning the armies in the field. They

were told, for example, that Confederate forces imder General Jubal Early

captured Washington and the Confederacy was about to be recognized. Hum-

phreys wrote, "It was well understood that if we lost heart and hope, we

should be sure to lose health and strength."17

On his first Sunday in prison, Humphreys and three others were sing-

ing when some men from the floors of the prison came and asked him to

He agreed and he taught them the passagehold service for all of them.

in the Bible which dealt with the Hebrew captives. He emphasized that

it was their duty to remember their country’s cause and to serve it by

patiently enduring their hardships. He closed by expressing his belief

that the cause of the Union must triumph. Together those present sang

"America," but in the only h3nnn book available the line "Land of the

Pilgrim's pride," read "Land of the Southron's pride." The Union pris-

oners naturally sang it the old way. That night Humphreys was summoned

by the Provost Marshal and sent to the guardhouse. This was unusual

because the guardhouse was usually reserved for criminals or more dangerous

The guardhouse was a small building surrounded by a highprisoners.

fence. The prisoners were confined in the attic. Some fifty men were

crowded into a small room about twelve feet by thirty. The stale air.

the overcrowded condition, and the lack of adequate sanitary facilities

made it almost impossible for the men to sleep.

17Humphreys, Field, 118.

ISHumphreys, Field, 119-120.
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Humphreys wrote that "The next morning—to add to our misery besides

heaping upon us the grossest insult—forty tattered and dirty deserters

from the Rebel army and a score of felons condemned and awaiting sentence

were crowded in with us, and their horrid oaths and vile songs added a

fiendish element to our tortures."19

John Azor Kellogg was a Union soldier captured in May, 1864 at the

Battle of the Wilderness. He had been moved several times prior to

arriving at Lynchburg, and he did not stay in this city long.20

Prisoners were frequently moved as prisons became crowded or were

threatened by the invaders. As indicated by these accounts sometimes it

appeared that they were needlessly moved. Prisoners invariably claimed

that the crowded boxcars were nothing more than uncleaned cattle cars.

Usually, they were the same cars used to transport Confederate soldiers.

Kellogg was one of those who made the above charge.

Upon arrival in Lynchburg, Kellogg and his group were escorted to

a tobacco warehouse by an improvised military company:

They were not uniformed, being dressed in everything from
swallow-tailed coats and slippers to home-spun butternut, and
armed with everything that could shoot, from a carbine to a

The members were of all ages, from school
They were commanded by a young fel-

His sword and scabbard were the

flint-lock musket,

boys to decrepit old men.
low in a nondescript uniform,
only really soldierly things about him, and were handled about
as awkwardly as we had handled ours, when first transformed
from citizens into officers, two or three years before.22

l^Humphreys, Field, 120.

20john Azor Kellogg, Capture and Escape:
Prison Life (Madison, 1908), 22, hereinafter cited as Kellogg, Capture
and Escape.

A Narrative of Army and

21Coulter, Confederate States of America, 471.

22Kellogg, Capture and Escape, 22.



51

The prisoners were allowed to exercise, wash clothes, and get water

in a small yard next to the warehouse. Kellogg was crowded along with

200 other officers into a room about twenty by fifty feet. The floors

of the building were filthy and swarming with vermin. The only ventila-

tion was from two wmndows at one end.23 Kellogg continued his descrip¬

tion of the prison:

The building was only a fit habitation for the rats that infes-
ted it.
us.

packed that every inch of space was occupied; and if necessity
required one to leave the room during the night, he was com-
pelled to travel over his comrades to accomplish his purpose.
Before morning the air would become almost poisonous, through
lack of ventilation.24

Very few of us had blankets, and none were issued to
At night we were obliged to lie on the floor, so closely

Although food was scarce and conditions were bad, Kellogg had some

good things to say about the prison. Rations consisted of bread and

small amounts of meat. Although limited in quantity, the food was good.

He commented that the officer in command of the prison was humane and

that prisoners were treated well.25

George G. Russell was another Union officer taken prisoner and

He was taken there the summer of 1864.transported to Lynchburg. The

Russell wrote, "At Lynch-prisons were almost intolerable in the summer.

burg we suffered intensely from the heat, shut in as we were by high

Our stay here was of shorthills on either side which excluded the air.

"26duration, not more than two or three days. . .

23Kellogg, Capture and Escape, 24.

24Kellogg, Capture and Escape, 25.

25Kellogg, Capture and Escape, 25.

26George G. Russell, Reminiscences of Andersonville Prison (Salem,
1886), 3.
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Corporal Charles Smedley, of Company G, 90th regiment of Penn's

volunteers, arrived at the city May 10, 1864. He and other soldiers

were put into a deep ravine with a stream of water running through it.

They were guarded by citizens consisting of old men, "played out"

He wrote that there were about 2,500 prisoners

Each drew seven "hard tack" and some bacon as a day's

soldiers, and boys.

located there.

rations.27 When it rained soldiers had no protection except for their

blankets. Corporal Smedley wrote in his diary May 12, 1864:

It commenced to rain about nine o'clock last night. Griffith
and I had a rough night of it—had to sit up a good part of
the time, till the after-part of the night when we laid down
under the woolen blanket. About daylight it commenced to rain
rapidly. The water ran on us and caused us to get up and sit
with the gum blanket over our shoulders. It rained pretty
much all day; we had to sit most of the time with the gum blan-
ket over us. With hard work we made some coffee for breakfast
and some mush for supper. Carried some flat stones to lay on
tonight.28

Unfortunately there were few written accounts by prisoners of the

conditions within each of the prisons in Lynchburg. Incidents such as

the preceding ones probably did occur. Other accounts may have been

exaggerated. The conditions in Lynchburg were bad as they were in other

prisons in the Confederacy. They were simply not equipped or supplied

well enough to care for so many prisoners. But they were no worse than

In fact, prisoners appeared toany of the other prisons in the South.

be more humanely treated in this city than in many others.

27charles H. Stubbs, ed., Life in Southern Prisons, Diary of Corporal
Charles Smedley, May 10, 1864 (Fulton Aid Society, 1865), hereinafter
cited as Stubbs, Life in Southern Prisons, Diary of Corporal Charles Smed-
ley.

28stubbs, Life in Southern Prisons, Diary of Corporal Charles Smed-
ley. May 12, 1864.



CHAPTER VII: THE VITAL LINK: TRANSPORTATION IN LYNCHBURG DURING THE
CIVIL WAR

Lynchburg was an important transportation center during the Civil

War. A canal and three railroads passed through the city: the James

River and Kanawha Canal running from Buchanan to Richmond, the Orange

and Alexandria Railroad running north to Mannassas, the South Side Rail¬

road running east to Petersburg, and the Virginia and Tennessee running

west to Bristol. Supplies from Tennessee and the Shenandoah Valley were

sent east on the Virginia and Tennessee to General Robert E. Lee's forces

and to Richmond. Wounded men were transported to Lynchburg's seventeen

hospitals as the trains and boats returned westward.^

Charles Minor Blackford, a resident of Lynchburg, believed the city

to be the "key to the inside line of our communication which enabled the

Confederate troops to be moved from our northern to our eastern lines of

"2defense, without exciting the attention of the enemy. The importance

of Lynchburg became evident in June of 1864, when General U. S. Grant

wrote, "It would be of great value to us to get possession of Lynchburg

for a single day."3 Upon Grant's order the city was the object of a

major Union expedition led by General David Hunter.

1e. Alvin Gerhardt, "The Battle of Lynchburg June 17-18, 1864"
(n.d.: Privately printed by Lynchburg Historical Society and Museum),
1.

^Charles Minor Blackford, "The Campaign and Battle of Lynchburg,"
Southern Historical Society Papers, XXX (1902), 279-280, hereinafter
cited as Blackford, "The Campaign and Battle of Lynchburg."

3Lieutenant-General U. S. Grant to Major-General David Hunter,
June 6, 1864, Official Records (Army), Series I, XXXVII, Part I, 598.
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The James River was important because it connected the piedmont and

mountain sections of Virginia to the eastern part of the state.^ The

James and Staunton Rivers extended beyond the county lines of Campbell

and were navigable for small boats. This opened communication with the

Chesapeake Bay and Albemarle Sound. The Kanawha Canal extended 200 miles

from Richmond to Buchanan.^

Although the canal was vital for the shipment of war supplies, it

continued to be a popular means of travel for civilians. The most

popular mode of travel for passengers was by packet boat. There were

many romantic accounts of travel on the canal at night. As the moon was

shining one heard the clop-clop of the horses hooves on the towpath,

the gentle swish of the boat, and the canal horn signalling the locks.^

These boats were pulled by horses in twelve-mile relays. The trip

from Lynchburg to Richmond took thirty-six hours traveling at about four

miles an hour. Passenger boats were also available for service between

Lynchburg and Lexington and between Lynchburg and Buchanan.

The better passenger packets contained a main cabin and a dining

cabin with its galley. During the day the main cabin was used as a

lounge. At night it was divided by a heavy curtain into two compart-

ments for males and females. Berths hung three deep. On spring and

Often someonesummer nights some remained on deck and talked or sang.

^Clinton E. DeBusk, Why Lynchburg? (Lynchburg:
1954), 22-47.

Mutual Press, Inc.,

SEdward Pollock and S. C. Judson, Sketchbook of Lynchburg, Virginia
(Lynchburg: The Virginia Job Printing Company, 1887), 58.

^Saga of a City, 135-136.
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had a quitar and played and sang quietly. Occasionally the packet hands

amused the passengers with a quartet.7 Although slow, the boats ". .

offered a charming mode of traveling, and were said to have been like a

delightful house party where one met all one's friends, had plenty of

time to talk to them, and to hear all they had to say in return."^
Not all the experiences on the packet boats were pleasant. Packets

sometimes encountered severe rain and winter freezes. The passengers

then had to be landed and transported by stage coach. There were also

some packets which wrecked or were sunk. The Lynchburg Daily Virginian

reported the sinking of a packet between Richmond and Lynchburg on

February 6, 1862. While crossing the James River at the combined locks.

it caught on a snag and sank,

it was not completely submerged.9

The packet held up other vessels because

One of the last and most famous packet boats used on the canal was

the "John Marshall." It carried the body of Stonewall Jackson from

Richmond to Lexington for burial on May 31, 1863.

were over, an old couple lived in it until a flood washed the boat away.^®

When its working days

As an important artery of traffic in Virginia, the James River and

The ConfederateKanawha Canal played a vital role in the Civil War.

government utilized the services of the canal for transporting men.

horses, mules, wagons, commissary stores, and freight. Travel was slow.

7saga of ^ City, 135-136.

®Rosa Faulkner Yancey, Lynchburg and Its Neighbors (Richmond: N. W.
Fergusson and Sons, 1935), 65, hereinafter cited as Yancey, Lynchburg.

^Lynchburg Daily Virginian, February 6, 1862.

l^Yancey, Lynchburg, 65.
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but the canal was smoother and the rates were lower than those of the

railroads. As railroads deteriorated and were tom up, the canal was

used more and more.H

The Confederate government was often delinquent in the settling of

Thomas H. Ellis, president of the company, wrote a letter to

Colonel Larkin Smith, Quartermaster General, complaining of the delay in

payment of bills by the Confederate government.

accounts.

The company charged the

government full toll rates. But even without allowing reduced rates.

the cost of transportation by canal was cheaper than by railroad. The

Canal Board adopted the following resolution on January 24, 1862:

Resolved, that for the purpose of sustaining the line of
improvements in good navigable condition, the Confederate
authorities be requested to employ the canal more fully than
at present, for the transportation of army supplies, and to
allow full toll instead of war rates on the same, paying
local tolls on local trade, and through tolls on through
trade.12

On March 6, 1863, an expedition under Lieutenant General Philip

Sheridan attacked the canal. Damage was considerable over eighty-nine

miles of the canal which according to reports included "34 locks and one

aqueduct, tow path bridge and 28 farm bridges burnt, five breaches in

the canal, one culvert sunk, 4 overseers boats, 2 dredge boats, and 1

rock boat burnt, 2 dredge boats injured, with shops and other buildings.

llReceipts, August 5, 1862 and July 22, 1863, James River and Kanawha
Canal Company Records, Confederate Papers Relating to Citizens or Business
Firms, War Department Collection of Confederate Records, RG 109, National
Archives, Washington, D. G., Microcopy number 346, roll 498, hereinafter
cited as Confederate Papers Relating to Citizens or Business Firms, NA,
M346, roll 498.

12Thomas H. Ellis to Colonel Larkin Smith, July 25, 1862, Confederate
Papers Relating to Citizens or Business Firms, NA, M346, roll 498.
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provisions, food, and lumber at Scottsville and Columbia destroyed.

Also much private property was destroyed along the canal."13

With the fall of Richmond the government officials escaped to Lynch-

burg on horseback and by way of the canal. For a brief span, from

April 6 to April 10, 1865, Lynchburg served as the capital of the State

Many of the government's records were also sent to Lynch-of Virginia,

burg by canal boats.1^

War dealt a fatal blow to the Kanawha Canal Company. Delinquent

payments and physical destruction by the Union armies contributed to its

Perhaps the major factor leading to the death of the canal, how-demise.

ever, was the emergence of the railroad as a faster and more efficient

mode of travel.1^

During the war the three railroads in Lynchburg competed fiercely

The railroads had a slight advantagewith the Kanawha Canal Company.

They were among theover the canal in that they serviced a larger area.

more important Confederate railroads as they led to Richmond. The

13Report by E. Lorraine, March 18, 1863, Confederate Papers Relating
to Citizens or Business Firms, War Department Collection of Confederate
Records, Record Group 109, NA, M346, roll 498.

14. 'Lynchburg—Capital of Virginia" (privately printed by Lynchburg
Historital Society and Museum, n.d.), vol. 3, no. 1.

^^The canal continued to function after the close of the war.

Kanawha steadily deteriorated from lack of repair and from the disasters
of several floods in 1870. The Richmond and Alleghany Railroad bought
the canal in 1879. Following this it was sold to the Chesapeake and
Ohio who used its towpath for a roadbed. Finally, the canal dam at Lynch-
burg was sold to the Appalachian Power Plant in 1933. See Samuel H.
Williams, "The James River and Kanawha Canal and the Packet Boat, John
Marshall," privately printed by Lynchburg Historical Society and Museum:
December 1971, hereinafter cited as Williams, "The James River and
Kanawha Canal."

The
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Virginia and Tennessee ran southwestward through Lynchburg, Knoxville,

Chattanooga, Atlanta, Montgomery, and Mobile. Needed supplies were

brought to Lynchburg from those important centers.16 Supplies from

Georgia, South Carolina, and North Carolina were brought to Richmond and

Lynchburg by way of the Richmond and Petersburg and the South Side. The

Orange and Alexandria connected with the Virginia Central at Gordonsville.

From Gordonsville men and supplies could be shipped to Richmond. The

convergence of the Virginia and Tennessee, South Side, and Orange and

Alexandria at Lynchburg made the city an important crossroad linking the

vital areas of the Confederacy.!^

The railroads in Lynchburg were fairly typical of others in Virginia

for the 1860's. Most tracks were lightly built with thin embankments

which easily washed away in a hard rain. Some tunneling was done, but

most of the time the track was laid around the hills of the piedmont in

a series of sharp curves. The Virginia and Tennessee was the only com-

pany to use gravel rather than raw earth. The Virginia and Tennessee

was more progressive than most in the tracking it used. However, even

on this railroad "a main stem of 204 miles between Lynchburg and Bristol

was served by less than 10 miles of siding, a figure that included all

yard facilities; and although its trains could pass at 35 points, the

"18trackage provided for the purpose averaged only about 900 feet in length.

l^Coulter, Confederate States of America, 269, 273.

l^Robert C. Black, The Railroads of the Confederacy (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1952), 6, hereinafter cited as
Black, Railroads.

l^Black, Railroads, 14.
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There were different types of locomotives which traveled on these

Most of them were of the "American" or "4-4-0'three railroad lines.

Locomotives were hard to repair because there was no standardiza-type.

tion or interchangeability of parts. The Orange and Alexandria obtained

two new locomotives in 1860, the "Lynchburg" and "Charlottesville." They

were sturdy engines each weighing about fifteen tons and costing about

$9,000 each.20
After the battle of Second Manassas seven locomotives were captured

by the Confederates. The Orange and Alexandria assumed the responsi-

bility of guarding and transporting them across the Rappahannock River

to safety. The Orange and Alexandria therefore became irritated when

the Confederate government decided to divide the locomotives among the

three largest companies by lot. The Virginia Central received two, the

Richmond and Danville two, and the Orange and Alexandria three.21
Locomotive engines were often given elaborate or fancy names. One

of the Virginia and Tennessee engines was called the "Peaks of Otters."

Other railroads had names for engines such as Astron, Ajax, Cyclops, and

Because of the poor tracks the greatest speed possible was aboutMidas.

In addition, seldom could more than fifteentwenty-five miles per hour.

freight cars be hauled at one time.

Practically all southern locomotives burned wood as fuel. Therefore

it was necessary to store large stacks of cordwood at regular intervals

l^Black, Railroads, 15-20.

20Lynchburg Daily Virginian, August 20, 1860.

2lBlack, Railroads, 102.
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along each track. An engine could travel about fifty or sixty miles on

a cord of wood. Local people along the track contracted with the rail-

road company to provide locomotive wood. The Virginia and Tennessee

employed agents to negotiate agreements between landowners and the rail-

road.

In the majority of cases companies built their own railroad cars.

The South Side Company, for example, produced passenger coaches, a

baggage car, flat cars, box cars, and dump cars. It also experimented

with a new four-wheel truck with rubber springs.

The Orange and Alexandria was Lynchburg's principal passenger line

during the 1850's and 1860's. It took approximately nine hours to

travel the 170 miles between Lynchburg and Alexandria. Two trains left

Lynchburg daily for Richmond, Alexandria, and the north.

Alexandria was seven dollars and to Richmond five dollars.

The fare to

The South Side Railroad carried the bulk of the freight in Virginia.

During the 1850's the South Side inIt also had a passenger service.

conjunction with the Virginia Steamship Company at City Point carried

passengers to Baltimore and New York. Passengers went by rail from

Lynchburg to City Point. At City Point they then embarked on a side-

wheel steamship to Baltimore or New York. The total travel time was

twenty-two or thirty-three hours respectively. The adventure was des-

cribed as "an agreeable trip . . . aboard the steamship of . . . the

largest sized of side wheel vessels having magnificent accommodations

^^Black, Railroads, 17-24.

^^Lynchburg Daily Virginian, August 3, 1860.
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"24for passengers, equal to those of the best passenger steamers . .

According to General Superintendent E. H. Gill, the Virginia and

Tennessee Railroad had two trains a day which arrived and left Lynch-

burg. The schedule was:

Passenger Train no. 1 leaves Lynchburg at 4:40 P.M.
Passenger Train no. 1 arrives at Bristol at 4:10 A.M.
Passenger Train no. 1 leaves Bristol at 5:00 P.M.
Passenger Train no. 1 arrives at Lynchburg at 5:15 A.M.
Passenger Train no. 2 leaves Lynchburg at 5:15 A.M.
Passenger Train no. 2 arrives at Bristol at 4:45 P.M.
Passenger Train no. 2 leaves Bristol at 7:25 A.M.
Passenger Train no. 2 arrives at Lynchburg at 6:55 P.M.^^

The Virginia and Tennessee also had passenger trains going west which

left Lynchburg daily at five in the morning. The cost to travel to the

following was: Knoxville thirteen dollars and fifty cents. Grand June-

tion twenty seven dollars, Atlanta twenty one dollars and fifty one

cents, Memphis twenty eight dollars, Vicksburg thirty six dollars and

twenty five cents, and others.26

The coming of the Civil War in 1861 resulted in serious problems

for the railroads. They were faced with impossible demands on all sides.

Within months they were in chaos because of the piling up and clogging

of supplies at depots, breakdown in equipment, quarreling between rail-

road companies, increased pressure from the Confederate government.

decreasing profits. Union raids, and destruction of railroad property.

It was quite an accomplishment that the railroads were able to play such

a vital role in the transporting of men and supplies in the face of all

these obstacles.

24Lynchburg Daily Virginian, August 3, 1860.

25Lynchburg Daily Virginian, August 3, 1860.

26Lynchburg Daily Virginian, April 1, 1861.
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A meeting of the Virginia and Tennessee railroad officers was called

October 10, 1861 at Chattanooga. The purpose was to agree upon the rates

to be paid by the Confederate government for transporting freight. Rail-

road officials decided to charge twenty cents per hundred pounds per

hundred miles for heavy freight. Distances under one hundred miles were

charged the full rate for one hundred miles. Some exceptions to the

rule were percussion caps and fixed ammunition which were charged forty-

two cents per hundred pounds, and hay and bran which cost fifteen cents

per hundred pounds.^7

Even with these precautionary steps the Virginia and Tennessee was

unable to prevent the inevitable toll which the war was to take on the

In 1861 the situation did not appear serious, for the companycompany.

showed an increase in its total gross profits from the preceding year.

For the year ending July 1, 1861, the annual report showed:

Gross earnings for year ending July 1, 1861 . . . $798,928.60
399,414.94
$399,513.66

Expense of operating, etc
Net gain of

$740,486.88
392,529.34
347,957.54

Gross earnings preceding year
Expenses of operating . . . .

Net balance gain of

See footnote 28.

The increase was attributed to the transporting of troops, thereby

increasing the amount of earning accrued from passenger transportation.

It felt that if the enemyThe outlook of the company was optimistic.

did not penetrate into the interior and get possession of the line, then

^7Lynchburg Daily Virginian, October 10, 1861.

^^Lynchburg Daily Virginian, September 13, 1861.
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the revenue for the next year would be larger than ever.29

In 1862 the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad Company had still not

experienced severe difficulties, although a few minor problems forshadowed

According to the "President's

Report" the mimber of passengers, other than soldiers, had decreased.

the coming of more later difficulties.

In addition arbitrary military commanders were "at one time rigidly

enforcing, and then suddenly relaxing their orders, causing heavy loads

"30in one direction, and empty trains returning This interfered with

the business of the road, and compelled it either to transport produce

by wagon or leave it at homes for fear of seizure.31

The Orange and Alexandria was probably hit harder by the effects of

war than the Virginia and Tennessee or the South Side. For several

months in 1861 the company was forced to hire railroad guards to protect

its track and bridges along lines as the Confederate War Department would

not assume the expense.32 On May 24, 1861, Federal forces seized

The Union's occupation of Alexandria cost the railroad itsAlexandria.

repair shops and other facilities. This resulted in some confusion

until new quarters were established at Lynchburg.33

The railroad companies often had the responsibility of collecting

tariffs in 1861. The first Confederate tax was more a commercial and

29Lynchburg Daily Virginian, September 13, 1861.

30Lynchburg Daily Virginian, September 12, 1861.

3lLynchburg Daily Virginian, September 12, 1861.

32Black, Railroads, 93.

33Angus James Johnston, Virginia Railroads in the Civil War (Chapel
University of North Carolina Press, 1961), 25, hereinafter citedHill:

as Johnston, Virginia Railroads in the Civil War.
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industrial policy than a revenue producer. The Union blockade of Con-

federate ports, on April 19, 1861, ended hopes of a large revenue from

a tariff. On March 15 the tax law was amended to include duties on

manufactures of iron and wood which included railroad materials and coal.

A more comprehensive law was passed on May 21. It set up five schedules

for duties levied on imports according to their value. Another schedule

included specific duties such as on ice or salt. The consequences of

this law posed yet another problem for railroad companies.34 Smuggling

of merchandise to prevent payment of duties was common in the early part

of the war. The Confederate government felt it necessary to enforce

commercial regulations in an effort to stop some of this illegal traffic.

Along the lines "Revenue Stations" were established. The officer of the

customs or "revenue guard" Inspected all merchandise introduced onto the

'Revenue depots" were set up at points where goods from the sealine.

were deposited. Passenger baggage was inspected and seized if objects

subject to duty were found. The complexity of the duties and resultant

slowing down of transportation was illustrated by the following instruc-

tions:

. . . upon the arrival of any train at the revenue station,
the conductor or other person in charge, shall be required to
produce to the revenue guard at the first station a manifest
in triplicate of all the goods, wares, or merchandise brought
to the Confederate States on board railway carriages or train.
And it is made the duty of the revenue guard at the station to
board all railway trains at said stations at all hours of day
and night and to see that goods and merchandise are placed in
separate cars from mails and passengers conveyed,
place on said revenue cars locks of the Confederate States of
America.

He is to

The original certified and given to conductor and

34coulter, Confederate States of America, 173.
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duplicate forwarded under seal to the revenue officer at the
first revenue depot to which the cars are destined, by the
shortest route.35

The fact that the railroads were privately owned by companies rather

than by the Confederate government often caused complications. Real or

imaginary charges of neglect were often directed against the railroad

companies. Tracks were not joined because of suspicions and distrust

among railroad companies. Temporary tracks between railroads with dif-

ferent gauges had been laid in the past to facilitate rapid transfer of

supplies from one train to another. Because of intense competition and

strain between companies in Lynchburg, the track was removed. Thus ,

freight had to be unloaded and reloaded and carried across the city by

wagon which greatly reduced efficiency. A case in point was the con-

troversy over the Orange and Alexandria Railroad in the fall of 1861.

The editor of the Lynchburg Daily Virginian charged that "there is not

another road of the same extent and importance in the country, where

such management would be tolerated . . . That a road designed to be a

great thoroughfare, and connecting the most important lines throughout

the Southern country, should have a schedule that breaks connection

"37 The carstwice a day at its most important terminus, is astounding.

of the Virginia and Tennessee arrived each morning in Lynchburg at six

o'clock, whereas the Orange and Alexandria left a little after five

o'clock. Thus, passengers by missing the connection by forty-five minutes

were delayed for twenty-four hours.

35Lynchburg Daily Virginian, April 4, 1861.

36coulter, Confederate States of America, 274.

37Lynchburg Daily Virginian, September 25, 1861.
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Soldiers from the west were delayed needlessly at Lynchburg for a

number of hours. Many travelers from the south as far as New Orleans

who came in search of wounded relatives were also detained. One story

was told of an old gentleman who came to the city from the southwest.

He had been told to hurry to Manassas if he wanted to see his son alive

one more time. Upon learning that he had arrived too late to make the

train connection, he sat down and wept. He feared that during the

twenty-four hours in which he waited his son would die, and he would

have made the trip in vain.

The afternoon schedule was equally annoying. The Virginia and

Tennessee cars left just before three o'clock, and the Orange and Alexan-

dria arrived at four o'clock. Sick and dead soldiers were frequently

brought over that route. This resulted in unnecessary fatigue for the

sick as they were transferred to hospitals during the twenty-four hour

The delay in transporting the dead soldiers made their handlingstay.

disagreeable.38 Finally, the editor of the newspaper wrote rathermore

strongly:

If it be the intention of the authorities controlling this
corporation to make it as unpopular as possible, and to reduce
its usefulness to a point that involves a question of doubtful
solution, as to whether it is a public nuisance, or a public
benefit; we must congratulate them upon their success. They
have evinced a strange perversity in withstanding the public
wish, and an amount of moral courage in arraying themselves
against the public judgment, that would be truly commendable
in a better cause.39

In answer to these charges the Orange and Alexandria stated that it

was willing to alter their schedule, if the Virginia and Tennessee would

33Lynchburg Daily Virginian, September 25, 1861.

39Lynchburg Daily Virginian, September 26, 1861.
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change theirs also. The Lynchburg Dally Virginian then wrote that a

railroad with Its northern terminus In the woods should not dictate a

schedule to a railroad (Virginia and Tennessee) which was an Important

link connecting New Orleans with other cities.^0 The validity of these

allegations was hard to determine. The newspaper published the Orange

and Alexandria's side of the story, but added derogatory footnotes to

the reply.

According to the Orange and Alexandria, the Virginia and Tennessee

changed Its schedule without consulting the other companies. Through

the newspaper It was announced that their trains would leave Lynchburg

an hour and fifteen minutes earlier than before, whether the cars on the

Orange and Alexandria had arrived or not. It was Impossible for the

Orange and Alexandria to change schedules without breaking Its connection

In addition, the general superintendent ofwith the Virginia Central.

the Virginia and Tennessee had the temporary track removed which trans-

ferred baggage from one train to the other.

Though It was not known If one of the companies was at fault or

not, this controversy pointed out the problems existing for railroads

On one hand they were confronted with public and govern-during the war.

ment demands, while on the other, they were faced with grueling competl-

tlon from rival companies.

The Confederate government failed to realize until too late Its own

responsibility In seeing that the railroads were properly maintained and

^^Lynchburg Dally Virginian, September 26, 1861.

^Ijohn S. Barbour, Jr., President of Orange and Alexandria Railroad,
to the Board of Public Works, August 24, 1861, Records of the Board of
Public Works, Virginia State Library, Richmond, Virginia.
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There was a need to coordinate railroads, make contracts.operated.

join tracks, and fix time schedules. In an attempt to solve the situa-

tion, the Confederate Congress passed a law May 1, 1863, which trans-

ferred to the Quartermaster General the management of all railroad

equipment with the exception of one train on each line. Should a rail-

road refuse to submit to this control it would be seized and impressed

under the provisions of the Impressment Act. ,

Services improved under the above law, but they were still not

adequate. In a final attempt to make all transportation more effective.

Congress passed a law on February 28, 1865, placing all railroads, steam-

boats, canals, and telegraph lines under the control of the Secretary of

War, and on March 9, it appropriated $21,000,000 for the roads,

further improvements could be made, the war ended.'^2

Before

From 1861 to 1865 railroad service increasingly grew worse because

of Union raids and destruction, broken rails, flat wheels, rotten cross-

ties, powerless engines, and old cars. The speed of trains was decreased.

and there was a lack of fuel and supplies,

sary for the crews to gather up wood—whenever it could be found.

Frequent stops became neces-

The railroad companies were also plagued by frequent wrecks. When

a connection was made there was no guarantee that the train would reach

Heavy rains, freezing temperatures, and fog frequentlyits destination.

caused accidents or delays for several days. Incompetency of personnel

On September 12, 1861, a railroad accident waswas another factor.

^2coulter, Confederate States of America, 280.

^^Coulter, Confederate States of America, 276-7.
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reported. A train of cars with a detachment of cavalry ran off the

track killing four and mortally wounding three. The engineer was arrested

44for carelessness. Another accident on the South Side Railroad was

caused by frost on the track. The train had a heavy load of eighteen or

twenty cars, and the engine was short on water. The engine was therefore

cut loose to refill three miles away. At the same time a passenger train

to Lynchburg, which usually started an hour or two after the freight.

reached the spot and crashed into the cars. The engine was badly damaged,

and the express car was destroyed. Part of the blame was attributed to

the smoke from the engine that hid the stopped cars from the view of the

engineer.

Carelessness caused a serious accident on the Virginia and Tennessee.

A passenger train ran into a landslide damaging the locomotive. Another

locomotive went to aid the stranded train. Meanwhile, the damaged loco-

motive made repairs and returned in the same direction,

the two trains collided causing the death of a soldier.

As a result.

Another accident also occurred on the Virginia and Tennessee when

a train ran off the track and buried itself in a bank. This was caused

by the tracks spreading from defective cross ties.Finally, a bridge

within the city limits belonging to the South Side railroad burned and

It was caused from a spark of an engine whenfell into the James River.

^^Lynchburg Daily Virginian, September 12, 1861.

^^Lynchburg Daily Virginian, December 31, 1861.

^^Lynchburg Daily Virginian, January 22, 1862.

‘^^Lynchburg Daily Virginian, August 15, 1862.
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it passed over the bridge.

In addition to accidents there were other problems for the Lynchburg

railroad companies. Among these were a limited amount of rolling stock,

deficiencies in rails varying with grades and tonnage,and a shortage

of manpower. The companies had great difficulty obtaining labor. They

therefore resorted to slave labor and advertised in the local papers for

help. Slaves working on city fortifications were often exempted by

Governor John Letcher to work on the railroads. Their duties included

repairing and building the track of a company, as well as cutting wood

for fuel.50

The differences in gauge was another problem for the railroads.

Virginia's railroads were local in nature. East-west lines south of the

James River had a five foot gauge, while north-south lines and those

above the James were primarily four feet eight and one-half inches. The

Virginia and Tennessee Railroad and the South Side Railroad had a gauge

of five feet, whereas the Orange and Alexandria had a gauge of four feet

eight and one-half inches. Frequently valuable time was lost because

troops and supplies had to be unloaded from one train to be reloaded on

As wartime traffic increased, junction points such as Lynchburganother.

became bottlenecks.^!

^^Lynchburg Daily Virginian, February 25, 1862.

^^Willlam M. Burwell to Secretary of War J. A. Seddon, March 18,
1864, Official Records (Army), Series IV, III, Part I, 226.

^^Executive Journal, January 1, 1862 to October 31, 1863, Chapter
8, vol. 202, 333, Virginia State Library, Richmond, Virginia.

^!johnston, Virginia Railroads in the Civil War, 7.
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During the course of the Civil War the Union forces recognized the

importance of the canal and railroads. . Consequently, numerous attacks

were made upon these transportation routes. As sections of the lines

were taken over by the North, civilians would often retaliate. Con-

federate soldiers in disguise were harbored and hidden by citizens along

the Orange and Alexandria in 1863. These actions caused Major-General

George G. Meade to issue a proclamation on July 30, 1863. Any civilian

found concealing soldiers would be arrested or placed beyond the lines.

People within ten miles of the railroad were held responsible for any

damage done to the roads, trains, depots, or stations by civilians or

When damage was done, the people were impressed to repairguerrillas.

the lines.52

Considering the importance of the transportation system in Lynchburg,

it was inevitable that sooner or later a campaign would be waged against

Such an attack came in June of 1864. General U. S. Grantthe city.

planned a general assault of Lynchburg and the surrounding area. General

David Hunter was ordered to advance upon Staunton, Charlottesville, and

Lynchburg'sLynchburg, destroying the canal and railroads as he went.

transportation facilities were the major factor which ultimately led to

the campaign of 1864.53

52pj-oclamation by Major-General George G. Meade, July 30, 1863,
Official Records (Army), Series I, XXVII, Part III, 786-787.

53Adjutant and Inspector General S. Cooper to General Robert E. Lee,
May 13, 1864, Official Records (Army), Series I, XXXVI, Part II, 998.



CHAPTER VIII: THE MILITARY CAMPAIGN

Though Lynchburg was important to both the North and South, no

attempt was made to conquer it by the North until the spring of 1864.

On March 9, 1864, President Lincoln commissioned Ulysses S. Grant

lieutenant-general and gave him command of the Union armies. Taking

advantage of his numerical strength Grant devised an overall plan

which he hoped would end the war.^ He planned a three-pronged attack

on the Confederate forces in the eastern theater. The main attack was

made towards Richm.ond which resulted in the battles of the Wilderness

and Spottsylvania. The Army of the Potomac fought its way to the James

River, but it was still not as close as McClellan had been in 1862.

A great number of men had been lost, so Grant decided upon moving

further south to Cold Harbor in an attempt to break through to Richmond.

The second approach planned by Grant was to be made from. West Virginia

by Brigadier-General George Crook, but this advance was stopped May 9,

1864.2

The third attack in accordance with Grant’s overall plan was the

one which involved Lynchburg. The Union army in West Virginia was to

move one column, under General Franz Sigel, down the Valley of Virginia.

Another column, under General George Crook, was also to move from West

Virginia, They

destroy the canal and railroads, and then join the main army or threaten

were then to unite at Staunton, occupy Lynchburg,

Before these plans could be carried out Sigel was stoppedLee's rear.

^Randall and Donald, Civil War and Reconstruction, 417.

^Coulter, Confederate States of America, 361-2.
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by Major-General John C. Breckinridge at the Battle of New Market on

May 15, 1864.^ After this battle General Lee pulled Breckinridge from

the Valley leaving only the cavalry.

General Sigel was replaced by Major-General David Hunter. It was

at this time that General Grant decided on a joint effort by Generals

Phil Sheridan and David Hunter against Lynchburg. Grant wrote Hunter

on June 6, 1864:

General Sheridan leaves here to-morrow morning with
instructions to proceed to Charlottesville, Va. ,
and to commence there the destruction of the

Virginia Central Railroads, destroying this way
as much as possible. The complete destruction of
this road and of the canal on the James River is
of great importance to us.^

Hunter was then instructed to move on Staunton, and then on to Lynch-

"If you should be on the railroadburg by way of Charlottesville.

between Charlottesville and Lynchburg, it may be practicable to

detach a cavalry force to destroy the canal. Lose no opportunity

..5to destroy the canal.

Hunter, upon receipt of this letter, consulted with Brigadier-

General William W. Averell, Second Cavalry Division, as to the best

method of attacking Lynchburg. The First Infantry Division commanded

by Brigadier-General Jeremiah C. Sullivan, the Second Infantry Division

commanded by Brigadier-General George Crook, and the Second Cavalry

Division commanded by Brigadier-General William Averell were to move

^Milton W. Humphrey, A History of the Lynchburg Campaign
(Charlottesville, 1924), 5.

^Lt.-Gen. U.S. Grant to Maj.-Gen. David Hunter, June 6, 1864,
Official Records (Army), Series I, XXXVII, Part I, 598.

^Lt.-Gen. U.S. Grant to Maj.-Gen. David Hunter, June 6, 1864,
Official Records (Army), Series I, XXXVII, Part I, 598.
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along different roads upon the Valley. Meanwhile, Brigadier-General

Alfred Duffie, in charge of the First Cavalry Division, was to attack

and destroy the Orange and Alexandria Railroad. Duffie was then to

proceed towards Amherst Courthouse. Next he should cross the James

River to destroy the South Side Railroad and then join Hunter south

of the city.^
David Hunter was a curious and a difficult man to imderstand.

Southern opinion towards him was unanimously negative. He was from

an honorable Virginia family, and thus when war broke out, he was

expected to take up arms in defense of his beloved Virginia. Charles

Minor Blackford stated, "It is not the custom of those of Virginia

blood to be disloyal to their State, and it is her proud boast that

-7the roll of those who have been disloyal is very short. As this

"renegade and coward" proceeded to carry out Grant's orders to march

8
on Lynchburg, he left a trail of blood and destruction. Grant gave

Hunter orders not to burn private residences, but the order was

General Crook later lamented that "I regret to learn of so

g
mapy acts committed by our troops that are disgraceful to the command."

Lieutenant-General Jubal A. Early, commander of the Second (Stonewall

ignored.

Jackson's) Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia, commented later on

^Report of Brig. Gen. William W. Averell, U.S. Army, July 1,
1864, Official Records (Army), Series I, XXXVII, Part I, 146.

^Charles Minor Blackford, "The Campaign and Battle of Lynchburg,"
Southern Historical Society Papers, XXX (1902), 279-280, hereinafter
cited as Blackford, "The Campaign."

8General Lee quoted in Don P. Halsey, Historic and Heroic Lynchburg
(Lynchburg, 1935), 16, hereinafter cited as Halsey, Historic Lynchburg.

^General Crook quoted in Halsey, Historic Lynchburg, 16.
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Hunter's campaign saying that "The scenes on Hunter's route to Lynchburg

were truly heartrending; women and children left without shelter. The

country had been stripped of provisions and many families left without

Hunter's deeds were those of a malignant and cowardlya morsel to eat.

fanatic who was better qualified to make war upon helpless women and

nibchildren than upon armed soldiers.

Hunter mobilized his eight thousand men and moved on to Staunton.

En route he met cavalry forces under Confederate General William E.

Jones at Piedmont, June 5, 1864. Jones and his troops were no match

for Hunter's forces. The Confederates were beaten, and General Jones

himself was killed in the engagement.

Upon receipt of the news of Jones defeat and the capture of

Staunton by Hunter, General Lee on Jxone 9 ordered Major-General John C.

Breckinridge to return to the Valley. On June 13th he detached

Lieutenant-General Jubal A. Early and his Second Corps of about 8,000

1 ?
men to Charlottesville. Lee believed that if the Union forces were

defeated there, then the Valley could easily be recovered. He feared

that if the Union forces were not defeated, the Southern forces would

In addition to this, if Hunter had takenbe unable to hold the Valley.

Lynchburg and then joined with Sheridan, the capital might then have

been taken and Lee's army defeated in 1864.

^^General Early quoted in Halsey, Historic Lynchburg, 16.

^^Blackford, "The Campaign," 282.

^^Military Historical Society of Massachusetts, The Wilderness
Campaign (Boston, 1905), 447.
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The man sent out by Lee to attack and defeat Hunter at Lynchburg

was more than capable to meet this challenge. General Jubal Early,

known to his men as "Old Jube," had a notorious reputation as a fire

spitter and rabble rouser. He was greatly admired and respected by

his men, though loved by very few. Always grave in countenance he

was ". . .a sardonic man twisted by arthritis, caustic and provoking

and profane, always riding in a queer hunched-over manner, solemn as

,.13
a country coroner going to his first inquest. . . He had little

patience or sympathy for his men. When a regiment failed to carry

out orders as he thought they should have, he cursed them and placed

them in the most dangerous position in battle ". . . where he hoped
„14

every one of them would get killed and burn through all eternity.

One veteran in a rather ambiguous way admired Early saying he was

„15"a queer fish. . . but no humbug.

After Hunter's victory at Piedmont, he moved to Staunton where

he was joined by General Averell and General Crook from West Virginia.

Lee had left only the remnants of Jones' command under Brigadier-

General John C. Vaughn and some cavalry under Brigadier-General John

This small force helped to delayMcCausland to protect the Valley.

Hunter until Breckinridge and Early could arrive. As the Confederates

slowly retired, they felled trees upon the road, dragged rails into

Hunter's path, and burned anything which Hunter might later use.

^^Bruce Catton, Never Call Retreat, Volume III of Centennial
History of the Civil War (Garden City, 1965), 366-389, hereinafter
cited as Catton, Never Call Retreat.

^^Catton, Never Call Retreat, 388.

^^Catton, Never Call Retreat, 289.
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Their delaying tactics were successful, possibly detaining Hunter by

one or two days. McCausland's forces kept close to Hunter at all

The Charlotte Cavalry, one of McCausland's units, under thetimes.

command of Captain Edwin E. Bouldin, always brought up the rear of

the infantry. They frequently skirmished with the slowly advancing

Union troops. According to Captain Bouldin when their squadron was

driven back, McCausland established a defensive position in one of

the many gaps of the mountains. Hunter was then forced either to

climb or go around the mountains requiring extra time,

day this tactic was employed.

Day after

As Hunter moved toward Lexington early in June and Duffie moved

on Amherst Courthouse, Lynchburg lay in ignorance of her fate. The

city was guarded by only the home guard, invalids, and convalescents

from the hospitals. The leader of this valiant group of dubious

soldiers was General Francis T. Nicholls, he himself maimed having

left a leg on one battlefield and an arm on another. Though a stranger

to Lynchburg, he was faithful to the Confederacy and was determined to

One resident of Lynchburgsave the city from doom and destitution.

later wrote ". . . [it was Nicholls] who rallied other cripples and.

with the old, the feeble, and boys too young for battle .... [came
„18

to the defense of Lynchburg.]

^^Edwin E. Bouldin, Memoirs; Early Life and Civil War Days
Privately printed by Edwin B. Meade, 1968), 14-15,(Danville;

hereinafter cited as Bouldin, Memoirs.

^^Bouldin, Memoirs, 14-15.

^^Effir S. Hawkins, "The Hospitals in Lynchburg," unpublished
memoirs in the possession of Jones Memorial Library, Lynchburg, Virginia,
3, hereinafter cited as Hawkins, "Hospitals in Lynchburg."
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On June 11th Lexington fell easy prey to Hunter's advancing

troops, being met by only the pitiful fire from the cadets of the

Virginia Military Institute (V.M.I.)* After the town was captured.

V.M.I. and other buildings were burnt.burning and plunder ensued.

On the second day at Lexington thecausing great damage and loss.

soldiers began throwing things at the statue of George Washington,

mistaking it for Jefferson Davis. Upon discovery that it was not

19
Davis but Washington they removed it to Wheeling, West Virginia.

The leader of Hunter's artillery, Henry Algernon Dupont, stated that

"In my judgment, as well as in that of every other Union officer who

expressed himself on the subject, the destruction of the cadet barracks

was fully justified by the laws of war, but the burning of the buildings

containing the library, the philosophical apparatus, the large and

extensive mineraloglcal collection and other objects used solely for

educational purposes, was entirely unnecessary, besides being contrary

to the conventions of civilized warfare which respect as far as possible

„20the property of the institutions of learning.

Hunter's activities in Lexington delayed his operations and con-

In the original plan Hunter was totributed to his later defeat.

arrive at Lynchburg on June 16th, before Confederate forces under

But Hunter did not reach LynchburgEarly could arrive on June 17th.

until June 17th.. There has been considerable speculation as to what

caused Hunter's delay in reaching Lynchburg. Historian Don Halsey

^^Marshall Moore Brice, Conquest of a Valley (New York, 1965),
116.

20
Henry Algernon DuPont, The Campaign of 1864 in the Valley of

Virginia (New York, 1925), 68-69, hereinafter cited as DuPont, Campaign
of 1864.



79

attributed it to the costly time consumed in Lexington, stating that

21
Hunter could have taken Lynchburg without a blow on the sixteenth.

Others believed that skirmishes with McCausland's cavalry slowed

Hunter himself stated that he delayed because he wantedHunter down.

to hear from Duffie and was waiting for a supply train. But the

supply train could have reached him safely while he was approaching
22

Lynchburg. More than likely it was a combination of all these events

which brought Hunter to his defeat.

Perhaps the most interesting tale about the delay was that of the

Rosewood piano. According to local residents. Hunter arrived at the

residence of William A. Read, whom Hunter erroneously thought to be a

Union sympathizer. Here at Liberty Hall near New London, Hunter and

his staff including three future presidents (Hayes, McKinley, and

Garfield) were wined and dined. The ladies of the house played on

the rosewood piano, sang, and danced. Daisy I. Read, a descendant of

William Read, wrote "Gen. Hunter never got to Lynchburg, for while he

loitered and drank mint juleps, Gen. Jubal A. Early reached the city

by.forced marches and the Union Army was thrown back in headlong re-

..23treat.

Following the delay at Lexington, Hunter continued his march

Meanwhile Brigadier-General William W. Averell'stoward Lynchburg.

^^Halsey, Historic Lynchburg, 16-17.

^^Military Historical Society of Massachusetts, The Shenandoah
Campaigns of 1862 and the Appomattox Campaign 1865 (Boston, 1907), 82.

^^The News (Lynchburg, Virginia), October 12, 1958.
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Second Cavalry Division, was moving in upon the city from the west and

preparing to destroy the Virginia and Tennessee railroad. Hunter, who

was advancing toward Lynchburg, would not attack until reinforced by

24Averell.

There has been disagreement over the number and distribution of

troops at the battle of Lynchburg. Hunter states that he was out-

numbered by three to one. This was given by Hunter as his reason for

defeat. Had he arrived on the 16th as planned, he would have out-

numbered the Confederates by about 7,000. According to one source.

however. Hunter arrived on June 17th and could have attacked, for

although outnumbered he had only roughly one thousand less men and not

In addition, althougha one to three ratio as he later reported.

Hunter was outnumbered by 1,000, in Lynchburg, 1,300 of the men in the

total force were convalescents from the hospitals, and 300 were raw

So, if one subtracted these second line troopsrecruits from V.M.I.

from the number on the Confederate side. Hunter still had an equal if

not superior force and could have taken L3mchburg on the 17th. In

Lynchburg, Brigadier-General John Imboden and his cavalry arrived on

the 13th, and Major-General John C. Breckinridge in charge of the

Department of Southwest Virginia arrived on the 15th. Had Hunter

struck on the 17th, Lynchburg could have been his because only half

of Early’s forces had arrived in the city. According to historian

E. Alvin Gerhardt, General Hunter's men were organized in the following

way;

^^Petersburg Daily Register, June 16, 1864.
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Headquarters
Officers 14

First Infantry Division - Brigadier-General Jeremiah C. Sullivan
Officers 200 Men 5,623

Second Infantry Division - Brigadier-General George Crook
Officers 237 Men 5,865

First Cavalry Division - Brigadier-General Alfred Duffie
Men 2,820

Second Cavalry Division - Brigadier-General William Averell
Men 3,188

Artillery - Captain Henry A. DuPont 34 guns
Officers 14

Officers 120

Officers 112

Men 469

TOTAL: 18,662

Gerhardt stated that the Confederate forces were organized as follows:

McCausland and Jackson Brigades - Cavalry 900

Jones Brigade (Johnson) Cavalry 1,100

Imboden Brigade - Cavalry 2,000

Breckinridge - Infantry and dismounted cavalry-
Echols and Wharton 5,000

Convalescents from hospitals 1,300

Undetached service 600

V.M.I. Cadets 300

Artillery - 40 guns and 4 local cannon 500

TOTAL - June 16, 1864 11,700

Early's II Corp. - Infantry only (June 17th) 8,000

19,700 25
On June 8th Hunter rather inconsistently reported that when Crook

and Averell joined him, his number increased by 10,000 making Union

25e. Alvin Gerhardt, The Battle of Lynchburg June 17-18, 1864
(Privately printed by Lynchburg Historical Society and Museimi), 1-2,
hereinafter cited as Gerhardt, "The Battle of L3rachburg."
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0 f\
forces twice the size of the Confederate army defending the city.

Contemporary correspondence on this issue merely reflected the confu-

sion concerning the number of men and the reason for defeat. The only

thing really proved was the ambiguity with which each side viewed the

27
occurrences of that campaign.

Almost by accident the Botetourt Artillery, a battery of six guns,

under Captain Henry C. Douthat, was in the Lynchburg area on its way

to the Valley. This force was instrumental in the defense of the

On June 11th as Hunter was preparing to leave Lexington forcity.

Lynchburg, Duffie sent a small detachment of ten men and one sergeant

to destroy the Orange and Alexandria Railroad at the Arlington Depot

and the Tye River Bridge. They were prevented from carrying out this

28order by Douthat and his men who were on a train at this depot. With

Union troops in control of the railroad, Douthat's unit was forced to

return to Lynchburg. Following the failure to destroy the Orange and

Alexandria, Hunter on June 13th recalled Duffie to Lexington and

waited for his forces and supplies.

Meanwhile General Sheridan, following Grant's orders, had struck

the Virginia Central Railroad with the intention of joining Hunter in

his march on Lynchburg. But on the 11th and 12th of June the forces

^^Report of Maj. Gen. David Hunter to Lt. Gen. U.S. Grant,
August 8, 1864, Official Records (Army), Series I, XXXVII, Part I, 96.

^^Thomas H. Carter to John Warwick Daniel, December 18, 1894,
John Warwick Daniel Papers, Manuscript Department, D\ike University,
hereinafter cited as Daniel Papers.

^^Gerhardt, The Battle of Lynchburg, 2.
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of General Wade Hampton turned him back at Trevillian’s Depot, in

The Union line was broken, and five caissons were lostLouisa County.

by Sheridan. The main accomplishment of this Trevillian Raid was the

Retreating in confusion to Grant'scutting of important railroads.

line, Sheridan left the way clear for Lee to reinforce Lynchburg.

Had Sheridan won at this point, he more than likely would have joined

with Hunter and it is doubtful if Lynchburg could have held out against

29the combined forces of Sheridan and Hunter.

By this time Lee had realized that Grant's target was Lynchburg.

General Jubal Early on June 12th received verbal and later that day

written orders from Lee to leave with the Second Corps of the Army of

Northern Virginia (General "Stonewall" Jackson's famous foot cavalry)

Early's written ordersand two battalions of artillery for Lynchburg.

read that he was to move

. . . with the force designated, at 3 o'clock next morning,
for the Valley, by way of Louisa C.H. and Charlottesville,
and through Brown's or Swift Run Gap in the Blue Ridge, as
I might find advisable; to strike Hunter's force in the rear,
and, if possible, destroy it; then to move down the Valley,
cross the Potomac near Leesburg in London County, or at or

. , above Harper's Ferry, as I might find most practicable, and
threaten Washington City. 30

He was also instructed to contact Breckinridge and together attack

But Early had no way to communicate with Breckinridge, asHunter.

Hunter had destroyed the railroad and telegraph lines between Chariot-

tesville and Lynchburg and Sheridan had cut those between Richmond and

Charlottesville.

^^Blackford, "The Campaign," 283-286.

Blackford, "The Campaign," 284.
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According to Early his 8,000 men were in poor condition, because

they had been in the field fighting forty days and taking part in the

battles from the Wilderness to Cold Harbor. Prior to the arrival of

Early's forces in Charlottesville the telegraph lines were mended.

When Early and his cavalry arrived there on the 16th, he received word

from Breckinridge that Hunter was in Bedford County only twenty m.iles

from Lynchburg.

Meanwhile on the 14th Hunter left Lexington. The army destroyed

the rails of the Virginia and Tennessee railroad as it marched towards

Lynchburg. McCausland, joined by Brigadier-General John Imboden and

his men, continued his skirmishing with Hunter. Duffle moved along

the Forest Road toward northern Lynchburg on June 16th while Crook
32and Averell traveled northeast to Lynchburg along the Bedford Turnpike.

In Charlottesville on the 16th Early hurriedly had the Orange and

Alexandria repaired so he could transport his troops to Lynchburg.

Efforts were made to procure cars and locomotives. Not waiting for

additional rolling stock he began transporting his men to Lynchburg

using one engine and a few cars. Because of the limited transportation

only half of his forces arrived at Lynchburg on the 17th. These in-

eluded Ramseur's Division, a brigade, and part of another imder Gordon.

The remainder was forced to march on foot along the railroad tracks.

The artillery and wagon trains, traveling over a country road, were

unable to reach Lynchburg in time to participate in any of the battle.

^^Blackford, "The Campaign," 287.

^^Gerhardt, The Battle of Lynchburg, 2.
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The actual fighting in Lynchburg began on the morning of June 17th,

before Early arrived with the first half of his forces. The attacking

Union troops were held in check by Imboden and McCausland on the Salem

Turnpike about three miles out of town. Heavily outnumbered, the

Confederates were slowly driven back upon their entrenchments in
OO

front of the town.

At every possible entrance to the city the militia, reserves.

convalescent soldiers and volunteers were stationed. The people.

though anxious, remained calm while waiting for reinforcements from
O /

Breckinridge and Early.

Prior to Early's arrival on the 17th a line of defense was

established close to the city limits. Early, however, decided that

the closeness of the line to the town endangered the people and their

He moved the defense positions further from the city andproperty.

placed his troops, Breckinridge's men, and the artillery in them.

The night of the 17th was a busy one for the Confederates. At

dark Early had a yard engine and box cars run up and down the South

Side Railroad trying to trick Hunter into believing that reinforcements

were arriving in the city.-^ Captain Henry A. DuPont, in charge of

"[There vas heard] . . . thethe Federal artillery, later wrote:

rximbling of trains which incessantly pulled into the railroad station.

together with the beating of drums and the cheering of troops, indicating

^^lackford, "The Campaign," 287-288.

^^Lynchburg Daily Virginian, June 21, 1864.

^^Blackford, "The Campaign," 288-289.
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m36that the enemy was being reinforced by rail. In retrospect DuPont

believed that Hunter was not deceived..

According to one source, the Federal forces were not quite as

active as the Confederates were during the night of June 17th.

Brigadier-General Clement A. Evans, a member of the first detachment

of Early's group to reach Lynchburg, gave an interesting account of

Himter made no attempt to advance that evening of June 17th.the night.

Evans, upon reaching the city, was ordered to meet Hunter. As only

half of Early's men had arrived, there was no fighting. He recounted

that "... Gordon and I went beyond our picket line on a personal

We reached the enemy's line just as a brigade wasscout, unattended.

going into camp, and stood near them in dark and saw them throw off

their trappings and go to work as usual to get something to eat and go

It seemed so careless that we hastened back and had a con-to sleep.

sultation with other officers to make an immediate attack. It was

thought advisable to reconnoitre a little further and while we were at

that, some of us caught a pretty hea-vy fire, which showed us that they

"37had at last become watchful and could not be surprised.

Later in the night on the 17th of Jtane a second contingent of

Early's forces reached Lynchburg. Major W. Daniel described the

entrance of these men:

. . . Tinsley, the bugler of the Stonewall Brigade, came
trotting up the road sounding the advance, and behind him
came the skirmishers of Ramseur's Division with rapid
strides. Just then the artillerists saw through the

^^DuPont, Gampaign of 1864, 75.

^^Daniel Papers, September 17, 1897.



87

smoke and dust the broad white slouch hat of 'Old Jube'
who rode amongst them. Poor Tinsley! His last bugle
call, like the bagpipers of Lucknaw Forest, told the
rescue of Lynchburg, but on that field he found in a
soldier's duty, and with a soldier's glory, a soldier's
death.

On June 18th the remainder of Early's men reached Lynchburg.

After their arrival General Early and his staff rode up Fifth Street.

The streets were fiJ.led with soldiers whose faces were black from the

powder smoke of battle. They slept in the streets and were fed by

the citizens. Their presence seemed to reassure the citizens and

convinced them of the inevitable defeat of Hunter.

Early had established strong fortifications on each of the major

roads, with rifle pits alongside and felled trees across them.'^*^ The

Federals' plan was to feign an attack south-east of the city along the

Lexington Turnpike, while the main attack would be launched from the

south-west along the Salem Turnpike. At the same time Duffie was to

attack with his First Cavalry division north-west by way of the

In Duffie's official re-Forest Road just outside the city limits.
41

por.t he claimed that the force he met was greatly superior to his own.

^^Hilda Davis, "Battle of Lynchburg," unpublished article at Jones
Memorial Library, Lynchburg, Virginia, hereinafter cited as Davis,
"Battle of Lynchburg."

39J.J. Terrell, "Memoir," unpublished memoirs in the possession
of Jones Memorial Library, Lynchburg, Virginia.

^^Report of Maj. Gen. David Hunter to Lt. Gen. U.S. Grant,
August 8, 1864, Official Records (Army), Series I, XXXVII, Part I, 99.

^^A.N. Duffie to Lt. Col. Charles G. Halpine, Assistant Adjutant-
General, June 18, 1864, Official Records (Army), Series I, XXXVII,
Part I, 650.
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However, he actually encountered the two small brigades of General

Gabriel C. Wharton and the cavalry of General John McGausland. These

troops, worn and weary from fighting, were not half the size of

Duffie's force. Duffie's division numbered about 2,820 while

McGausland's was 900. Captain Edwin E. Bouldin, who took part in

"Hunter's command in this battle outniimberedthis skirmish, stated:

m43all we had then 3 to one, & yet he was badly beaten.

Crook was to attack south-east by way of the Campbell Courthouse

Road. Sullivan was to feint an attack north-east towards the Forest

Road and Lexington Turnpike. The artillery and infantry continued

the main attack on the Salem Turnpike. Meanwhile Hunter and his staff

along with two division leaders and their staff (about forty men)

advanced beyond the toll gate. Then almost from nov^here over their

heads whizzed the shells from Chapman's battery in McLaughlin's

The guns were aimed too high, and Hunter's men fled intobattalion.

the woods surrounding the turnpike.

Captain Henry A. DuPont, in charge of artillery, massed his

battery of thirty-two guns to drive back the Confederates. First,

the plan was for Crook to move through the woods on their right in

order to turn the Confederates left. Six guns under Cartin were sent

Afterwards Hunter decided to recall DuPont.to aid Crook.

M. W. Humphreys, a Confederate soldier, wrote:

^^Gerhardt, The Battle of Lynchburg, 1-2.

43Bouldin, Memoirs, 17.

^^DuPont, Campaign of 1864, 76-78.
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After cannonading some time on the enemy, we ceased firing
and the enemy did the same. We then threw up entrenchments
and every time the enemy opened on the other Batteries we
opened on their flank, until they finally changed front,
and a systematic duel was commined [sic] which resulted

the withdrawal of the Enemy's Guns, [sic] During the
day the enemy made a charge on our center, but Gen.
Early having anticipated it was prepared, and the Enemy
was easily repulsed.

At eleven in the morning the battle quickly reached its frenzied

peak. A furious cannonading set in which, except for brief intervals

of silence, lasted until late afternoon. Samuel Wilson Compton

remembered that the battle suddenly became intense at about this time.

The men were ordered to lie down, but a young fellow named Issaac

Macco[ner] insisted on standing:

The bullets were flying furious over head gradually coming
lower. I said dont [sic] be a fool Is. and reaching up
I took hold of his blouse [and] pulled [.] He started to
lie down but before he reached the ground he was a dead
man. There was a lull and we hurried [sic] [him] in a
shallow grave in an onion patch. A cynical smile spread
over his face as strongly marked as ever it was in life.'^^
With great violence the Confederates charged the Union infantry

concentrating the attack on the Union left and center along the

Salem Turnpike. Their attack continued to be pressed home causing

Hunter was forced to turn backHunter to become increasingly uneasy.

It was at this moment that he knew Lynchburgpart of his forces.

47
could not be taken.

45
M.W. Humphrey Diary, Manuscript Department, University of

Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia.

^^Samuel Wilson Compton Papers, Memoir, June 3, 1925, Manuscript
Department, Duke University, Book 13, p. 24, hereinafter cited as
Compton Memoir.

^^DuPont, Campaign of 1864, 76-78.
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At the same time Sullivan held out against Early until he could

Then together they attacked and drove the Con-be joined by Crook.

federates back to their defenses. With the return of Crook, the six

guns under Cartin rejoined those of DuPont's. This was but a temporary

Later in the day when McCausland's cavalrygain for the Federals.

attacked the wagon trains, Hunter ordered the retirement of his

48
entire army.

Early, having driven back Crook and Sullivan, decided to wait

until the morning of the 19th for his main attack. That night,

however, while Early delayed. Hunter gathered his troops and was

49
twenty miles from Lynchburg by the next morning.

General Early was sharply criticized for allowing Hunter to

But once all the facts were known there was no doubt thatescape.

he did all that could have been done. He had few troops to man his

defense positions. To compensate for this, he had to change his

front rapidly with the men that he did have. So when he saw the

Union troops retiring, he assumed Hunter was withdrawing in order

to attack at some other point. Early therefore held his position

until he could determine the object of Hunter's movement. This delay
50

of a few hours enabled Hunter to escape.

A Union officer's account of how the decision to retreat was made

is a revealing document on the relationship between Hunter and his

^^Report of Maj. Gen. David Hunter, August 8, 1864, Official
Records (Army), Series I, XXXVII, Part I, 100.

^^Gerhardt, The Battle of Lynchburg, 3.

^^Blackford, "The Campaign," 305.
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In the council held before the withdrawal, Hunter urgedofficers.

retreat, but his divisioh commanders w(jre more in favor of pushing on

51
and taking the city. Colonel Rutherford B. Hayes, Averell, Crook,

and Sullivan believed that they could have broken the Confederate

defense and captured Lynchburg. They distrusted and had little faith

in Hunter, feeling that he retreated when victory was imminent.

Hunter gave as his reasons that he was greatly outnumbered and short

of ammunition, but this was not entirely true. Under his command

were two divisions of Infantry each with three brigades, two of cavalry

with five brigades, and thirty-two guns. The total number of Federal

soldiers was approximately 18,500. In contrast. Early had three weak

divisions; those of Breckinridge, and those of McCausland, and Imboden.

Along with them were the Virginia Military Institute's Cadets, the

Silver Grays (elderly home guard), the invalids, and half of Lieutenant-

General Richard S. Ewell's Corps. The total strength of the Con-

federate forces was about 19,500. He had only the guns of Major

Floyd King in Breckinridge's command, Douthat's Battery, two of

Berkeley's and some of Lurty's—a total of about fifteen or twenty.

It was doubtful also that Hunter was short of ammunition. The corps

was newly formed and had fought no major battle. Casualties on both

The Federals reported one hundred killed and fivesides were few.

Thishundred wounded, and the Confederates had even fewer losses.

suggests that there was little close combat and that the battle was not

52
pushed by Hunter.

^^Compton Memoir, 25-6.

^^Blackford, "The Campaign," 295-297.
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Several stories concerning the Union withdrawal are worthy of

One was told by an adventurous young woman named Missmention.

At the beginning of the battle Hunter's troops advancedMoorman.

past the house of Miss Moorman. One of his officers urged her to

remain inside the house. When the firing ceased she disobeyed the

Curiosity overcame her and she ran down toorder and ventured out.

Blackwater Creek to see what had happened. Finding no one there,

she turned to go home. Upon the way she met a lone Federal soldier

who had fallen asleep and been left behind. He voluntarily gave

53
himself up when he learned the Union army was in retreat.

Another interesting account of the retreat was told by Samuel

He and another soldier had gone out on their own in searchCompton.

of food when they discovered an old colonial mansion. They were

greeted at the door by an attractive, middle-aged woman. Smiling,

she escorted them into a parlor full of old fashioned furniture.

She told them that she was Mrs. Jubal Early and wryly asked if they

had not met her husband in the valley. Then she sat them at the

tatle and they feasted on beef, pork, chicken, biscuit, apple butter.

All the while Mrs. Early presided over the table.

After eating their fill, they shook hands and left.^^

and preserves.

talking steadily.

Hunter retreated so rapidly that the path he took was scattered

In addition, he left behind awith horses dying from over exertion.

number of his wounded soldiers and a good deal of his supplies. The

Petersburg Daily Register commented on the retreat saying, "His

^^The News (Lynchburg, Va.), March 27, 1960.

^^Compton Memoir, 26-28.
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ignominious flight into Western Virginia contrasts well with his

-"55 A Uniontriumphant entry into th'e. undefended town of Lexington.

officer, George Duncan Wells, stated that "Taking all things into

consideration, I don't think the profit and loss account of Hunter's

In trying to make a very largeRaid will foot up much in our favor.

"56
spoon, he spoilt a very pretty moderate-sized piece of horn.

The city of Lynchburg was not surrendered until April 10, 1865,

after the Battle of Appomattox.57 Thus the city was saved and was

not occupied by the Union army until almost a year later. The citi-

zens of Lynchburg were deeply grateful to the southern commanders who

defended their town. One woman expressed the appreciation of many

when she wrote:

And the Hill City was savedi Saved by these brave men
whose names are sacred to us today—saved by men who
loved the Southern cause, as they loved nothing else
under Heaven—saved by the gray-coated, dust-stained,
travel-worn, tired weary men who counted it a privilege
to come to the rescue of the helpless inmates of our
town.58

55petersburg Daily Register, June 25, 1864.

56George Duncan Wells to "Mother," July 12, 1864, George Duncan
Wells Letterbook, East Carolina Manuscript Collection, East Carolina
University.

57The New York Tribune, April 13, 1865.

^^Davis, "Battle of Lynchburg," 2.



CHAPTER IX: CONCLUSION

The victory gained at Lynchburg by General Early was but a temporary

After he had driven Hunter into West Virginia, Early raided north-one.

ward into Maryland and on July 11, 1864 threatened the outskirts of

Following his return to the Valley, Early ordered McCausland'sWashington.

Cavalry into Pennsylvania. During this raid Chambersburg was burned as

retribution for Hunter's destruction. Alarmed and enraged by this Con-

federate revenge. Grant sent a large force under Sheridan into the Valley.

Tn June, 1864, Grant unsuccessfully attempted to take Richmond from

the south having failed in attempts from the north and the east. On

April 1st of the following year Sheridan overwhelmed Lee's forces at

Five Forks and forced them to evacuate Petersburg and Richmond. Moving

southwest towards Lynchburg, Lee arrived at Appomattox Courthouse, where

he found himself cut off from reinforcements and food. Desiring to pre-

vent a useless loss of lives in a hopeless struggle, Lee surrendered to

Grant on April 9, 1864.1

News of the surrender did not reach Lynchburg until the following

day. It was greeted with despair and unbelief.2 One Lynchburg citizen

wrote that:

Late in the evening what few forces we had in Lynchburg com-
menced leaving the city. A sad and truly melancholy sight it
was to see them hurrying away. Among the number men many
maimed and crippled. . . . fsicl would wander without protec-
tion and seek shelter and safety where they could. On out-
skirts of city those cannon and other articles which could not

ICoulter, Confederate States of America, 362-363.

^Edley Craighill, "Lynchburg, Virginia, in the War Between the
States," The Iron Worker, XXIV (Spring, 1960), 13.
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be removed were destroyed. Great confusion and distrust. Our
cavalry and some infantry men entering town in much confusion.
Men & horses almost’ .famished with hunger—Soldiers frightened—
citizens and Gov. officials panic stricken—negroes and the
town white population ready for mobs violence or anything.
Patients in the hospital urging their . . . [never] ceasing
enquires [sic] to know what they must do—All of course who
could, wanted to go home and the most melancholy occurrance I
saw was some patients who persisted in wanting to go to Lee's
army the place they seemed to think of all others, as they had
been accostomed [sic] to think, the safest, [sic]3

Rumors spread as the citizens contemplated their future under the

rule of a Union army. Excitement grew as some believed a large army of

the enemy was coming down the Virginia and Tennessee railroad to Lynch¬

burg.^

The people were very frightened and expected to see Federal soldiers

coming into Lynchburg any moment. The confusion continued until the

mayor sent some men to the enemy with a formal surrender on April 12,

1865. Shortly thereafter the Federal soldiers entered Lynchburg. Order

was restored to the city by the Union army in charge. With Federal

occupation there was no report of injury to private or public property.5

The fears concerning the Federal occupation proved unfounded. The

Federal soldiers did not stop the citizens or search the houses. Guards

were stationed to protect the stores and to empty out any liquor found.

The black people were gathered together at the fair gromds and told of

^Diary of Henry C. Sommerville, April 9, 1865, Virginia State
Library, Richmond.

^Dlary of Jannet Cleland, April 11, 1865, Jones Memorial Library,
Lynchburg, Virginia, hereinafter cited as Cleland Diary.

^Philip Lightfoot Scruggs, The History of Lynchburg Virginia 1786-
1946 (Lynchburg, 1970), 115, hereinafter cited as Scruggs, History of
Lynchburg.
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their rights and of the penalties of misconduct.^

Following formal surrender it was not until several months later

that any kind of official acceptance of Union rule was made by the

citizens of Lynchburg. At a public meeting on September 30th a reso-

lution was unanimously adopted by the people. In this proclamation

Lynchburg acknowledged the Southern defeat and yielded to the United

States government:

. . . submitting with composure to the sacrifices we have made;
witnessing with fortitude the sorrow and desolation that have
come upon us, and accepting the result as a fact accomplished,
with the manly purpose to discharge all the obligations it
imposes. To this we pledge our faith, and shall go forward
with renewed hope, to dedicate our efforts to meet that obli-
gation; and thus seek to establish once more fraternity between
the like contending sections and restore forever to our dis-
tracted country the blessings of peace, order, law and consti-
tutional freedom. Such is our condition, and such our views
in regard to it.7

This was Lynchburg's official acceptance of the end of the war and

restoration of the Union.

Credit should be given to Lynchburg for the invaluable service

rendered by that city. The Confederate armies were well supplied and

transported by its canal and three railroads. Many sick and wounded

found rest and care in Lynchburg's seventeen hospitals. Government

operated repair and manufacturing facilities supplied the Army of Nor-

them Virginia. Without these services, life for the soldiers would

have been even more difficult.

The citizens of Lynchburg portrayed great courage and determination.
The fortitude with which the suffering and hardships were born was a

^Cleland Diary, April 14, 1865.

7Scruggs, History of Lynchburg, 115-116.
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model to other cities in times of great trials. When defeat came for

the Confederacy, the Lynchburg citizens yielded in honor. With acceptance

of the outcome of the war, the long and slow road to reconstruction began.

The citizens of Lynchburg reconciled themselves to their fate and began

the slow process of rebuilding their lives.
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View on the James River below Lynchburg in the mid 1800’s.
Artist is Edward King.
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View on the James River Canal, near Balcony Falls—Rebel troops going
from Lynchburg to Buchanan, on their way to western Virginia.


