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ALCIBIADES: A STUDY IN CHARACTER. (Under theJean-Pierre Troadec.

direction of Dr. Anthony Papalous) Department of History, July, 1986.

The aim of this thesis is to examine the life and career of

Alcibiades up to his appointment as Strategos in 420-419 B.C. This

study examines the ancestry, education, character and cultural

background of Alcibiades. The insights gained from this analysis are

applied to a statement of his early political orientations. The

study finds Alcibiades to be more an expression of his age than an

exception to it.
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INTRODUCTION

Alcibiad.es is one of the most puzzling and controversial figures

to emerge from the tumultuous history of Athens in the latter part of

the fifth century B.C. Bom into one of the wealthiest and most

prestigious of Athenian families, he was orphaned as a child and was

As a young man he became theraised in the household of Pericles.

favorite of Socrates but later left the philosopher for the love of

the polis.

After the death of Pericles from the plague in 429 B.C.,

Alcibiades laid claim to the political control of Athens. After the

Archidaemian phase of the Peloponnesian War, Alcibiades became the

leader of the anti-Spartan forces. Demonstrating diplomatic skill,

initiative, and cunning, Alcibiades constructed an alliance with

Sparta's enemies and shifted the balance of power in the Peloponnesus

in Athens’ favor. Alcibiades undertook and was chiefly responsible

for Athens' invasion of Sicily.

Unjustly accused of sacrilege by his political opponents in

Athens, Alcibiades was recalled from Sicily to stand trial.

Realizing the political nature of the proceedings against him and the

inevitable sentence of death, he escaped and fled to Sparta. Filled

with anger and disgust at the radical Athenian democrats who had

framed him, Alcibiades gave his advice first to Sparta, then to

Persia.
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Alcibiades returned his affections and talents to Athens when he

not only supported the democracy against the "tyranny of the 400" in

416 but won major naval engagements for it which turned the tide of

the Peloponnesian War once more in Athens' favor. So great was his

renown, that when a contingent of his naval forces was defeated at

the battle of Notium, it was supposed that the loss was deliberate.

Once again, Alcibiades was stripped of his office and withdrew into

exile. Athens was defeated and her democracy and empire, like her

walls, were dismantled. When Alcibiades was killed, the hope of

Athenian hegemony in the Mediterranean died with him.

Although Alcibiades' involvement in the history of Athens and

the Peloponnesian War was critical, his exact role in both remains

The purpose of this study is to shed light upon theenigmatic.

character of Alcibiades and then draw reasonable inferences as to his

political position up to the Peace of Nicias. Although Plutarch and

Thucydides were the main sources of information concerning the

private and public life of Alcibiades respectively, substantial

pieces of information are found in many ancient sources. Perhaps no

contemporary has better compiled and evaluated these primary sources

This study owes a great deal to his previousthan Jean Hatzfeld.

efforts.

Our study begins by examining the influence of Alcibiades'

family upon his personality and political orientation. The argument

sketched here asserts that Alcibiades continued, rather than departed

from, the political traditions established by his family. The
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examination of contemporary educational and cultural values shows

that Alcibiades welded together, in his unique way, traditional

Homeric values with those of the contemporary sophists.

An analysis of Alcibiades' earliest political involvement shows

us someone both patriotic and obedient to the laws of the city. With

the end of the Archidaemian War, Alcibiades began to play a major

Alcibiades' reaction to the Peace ofrole in Athenian politics.

Nicias was based, it shall be shown, as much on an objective

consideration of political realities as it was on the personal

animosity he felt toward his political rival. The construction of an

alliance with Argos incorporating his supposed duplicity will be seen

as expressions of a man who was sincerely patriotic and, if selfish,

no more so than his contemporaries.

In his youth, Alcibiades’ private life of drunken debauchery,

sexual excess, and general impertinence broke with the traditional

belief in the value of moderation. It led many in Athens to believe

that he had tyrannical aspirations. The question before us, however,

is not whether Alcibiades was excessive in his private life, but

whether this excess spilled over to his political comportment. This

study will show that Alcibiades was a pragmatic, moderate democrat

who blended the traditional aristocratic values of his class with the

intellectual opinions of his contemporaries. His public career,

unlike his private life, shows a man more traditional than

exceptional and a man more in tune with his time than opposed to it.



CHAPTER 1

Personality and Family

The Eupatrids, or "sons of noble sires,” through which both

parents of Alcibiades were descended were synonymous with the oldest

of noble families in Athens

sired from Eurysakes, the son of Ajax.2

Socrates states that these nobles were

The name eupatrid however is

indicative only of ancient Athenian families of noble birth, and

gives us no clue as to who these original families were. From the

beginning of Athenian history the eupatrids were the main owners of

landed property and sole holders of full citizenship. The power of

wealth and status gave to them sole right to interpret the laws as

well as to furnish civil magistrates. This aristocracy constituted a

powerful opposition to the kings. In time, an oligarchic body of

executive magistrates called archons, chosen at first for life and

then annually, replaced the monarchy, ruling until the reforms of

Solon.^ These reforms divided the archonship between five members of

the eupatrids, three of the farming and two of the working class.^

This division was soon replaced by an alignment of political groups:

the men of the plain, mainly large property holders or eupatrids, the

men of the coast, a moderate or middle of the road group headed by

the eupatrid Alcemaeonids, and the men of the mountains, a democratic

party headed by Pisistratus The struggle for power continued

It ended with thethrough the tyranny of Pisistratus and his sons.

establishment of a moderate democratic government by the coastal
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faction, led by Cleisthenes, head of the Alcmaconids. With the

acquisition of power by Cleisthenes, the history of the eupatrids as

the source of sole political power came to an end. From this point

on the Athenian aristocracy, although comprising families of ancient

lineage, would be essentially a nobility of personal wealth.6

The eupatrids, of which Alcibiades through his father was

descended, are mentioned by Aristotle and Plutarch in connection with

questionable financial speculation at the time of Solon's reforms.7

We know from several sources that Alcibiades' father's name was

Cleinias, (these two names will alternate throughout the family line

of Alcibiades).® A Cleinias is mentioned by Plutarch as having been

involved in very questionable financial dealings at the time of

Solon's debt cancellation in 594 B.C. which brought him wealth.9 The

unfavorable impression made by this Cleinias in acquiring land

through possible fraud remained attached to that side of the family

down to the fifth century.

Thucydides mentions the name Alcibiades as being of Laconian

origin and speaks of the personal ties between the family of

Alcibiades and that of the Spartan Endios.H In time, these ties of

friendship between the two families formed political bonds.

Alcibiades' grandfather was also said to have played an active role

in bringing back the aristocrats exiled under the tyranny of

Peisistratus and his sons.12 This tyranny had been an attempt to

correct the abuses of the powerful eupatrids which had crept back

into Athenian government after Solon's reforms. The tyranny
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represented a defeat of the eupatrids more than a victory for the

democrats.13 Isocrates leaves the false impression that this

Alcibiades was a democrat.14

After the tyranny, the restoration of the aristocrats by

Alcibiades' great-grandfather may well have involved the reimposition

of patrician control under the leadership of Isagoras .-*-5 This

Alcibiades (I) had two sons, Cleinias and Alcibiades (II). Cleinias,

according to Herodotus, equipped a trireme at his own expense at the

time of Xerxes' invasion and thereby brought great honor to himself

and his family.16 The second Alcibiades (II) was one of the first

men to be ostracised by the new Athenian democracy, probably sometime

after the reforms of Solon.17 Given the political orientation of his

father we can agree with Hatzfeld that this ostracism reflected an

aristocrat who continued the anti-democratic disposition of his

ancestors .18 Alcibiades (II), along with the earlier Alcibiades (I),

was possibly the source of anti-democratic feelings within the

family. He had an obvious flair for political manipulation. Upon

his return to Athens, after the general amnesty of Themistocles, he

helped push through a law pensioning Lysimachus, son of Aristides,

for his father's merits.19 Lysimachus, if we are to believe Plato,

admitted to having done nothing to deserve these gifts from the

state.20

The democrats were manoeuvred into voting money for a man whom

they disliked or against the brother of a hero of the Persian wars.

The latter decision meant facing the displeasure of the people.21
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This adroit political manipulation shows the ability of a man skilled

at obtaining what he wanted, even from his enemies. Whatever

Alcibiades may or may not have inherited from his ancestors, he was

certainly bom into a family with a mature and sophisticated

As proxinos, or resident consul, this grandfatherpolitical sense.

broke off family ties to Sparta, when Athenian sentiment went against

that city.23 It may well be as Hatzfeld supposes that this action

was taken out of sincere patriotic feeling, nonetheless it must have

been a very popular action to take and should have endeared the

family to the new democracy.24 Indeed it is not far-fetched to see

in this Alcibiades traces of the political acumen which will blossom

in his grandchild. This grandfather had two sons, one of whom was

Cleinias, father of Alcibiades. We know only of his death at the

battle of Coroneia in 447 B.C.,25 a death which, along with the valor

of his great uncle, could not help but dispose the city favorably

toward Alcibiades.26

The lineage of Alcibiades* father represents an ancient noble

family with, at least early on, pronounced anti-democratic

Once having accepted the democracy, however, they usedtendencies.

the wealth at their disposal to serve the city in times of need. The

paternal line of Alcibiades provides ample proof of military courage

Lastly, Alcibiades' paternalas well as a spirit of adventure.

ancestors, specifically his grandfather, demonstrated a subtle grasp

of the art of politics.

From the side of his mother Deinomache, Alcibiades also claimed
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celebrity. Her father, Megacles, was head of the house of the

Alcmaeonids. The family claimed descent from King Nestor of the

Early in the history of the family a Megacles as archonTrojan War.

defeated the attempt of a young noble named Cylon to subvert the

ruling aristocracy by installing a despot in Athens. Megacles

permitted, or perhaps even ordered, the massacre of Cylon's

supporters on holy ground. In this way the Alcmaionids drew a curse

upon themselves, which was still in effect at the time of the

Peloponnesian war and was used against the family whenever

politically convenient.27
A Megacles is mentioned by Herodotus as having greatly increased,

through his friendship with Croesus, the family's wealth.28 In the

next generation a Megacles, son of Alcmeon, married the daughter of

Cleisthenes, tyrant of Sicyon.

of the Athenian democracy.29

This union bore Cleisthenes, founder

If we follow Herodotus' genealogy

further, Megacles' other son was called Hippocrates. He had a

daughter called Agariste, who married Xanthippus and bore a son

Pericles.

Both Andocides and Lysias mention Megacles, the maternal

grandfather of Alcibiades, as having been twice ostracised.3^
Aristotle testifies that Megacles, the son of Hippocrates, was

ostracized approximately three years after the battle of Marathon in

487/6 B.C.31 This Megacles was the nephew of Cleisthenes, the friend

of the commonality, and was banished with the other aristocrats after

the return of Peisistratus for opposing the tyrant.32 Hippias, son
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of Pisistratus, recalled the Alcmaeonids only to be expelled by

them. The Alcmaeonids gained popularity by contracting to rebuild,

with great magnificance, the temple of Apollo at Delphi. This

tradition of public munificence was cultivated by Alcibiades who

spent great sums of money, possibly his entire fortune, on expenses

which had for their object to keep his name in the public's mind.24
This public spending was also a means for Alcibiades to gain the

esteem essential for a man wishing to present himself for public

service.25 The tradition of display was one of long standing among

men who had interests in the public arena and served as advertising

One rather unique aspect of this displaycampaigns do today,

technique of Alcibiades was its non-conformity and individualism.26
Plutarch describes one such example in telling us that Alcibiades cut

off the tail of a large and beautiful dog. When he was supposedly

told that the entire city was shocked by his actions, he is said to

have replied that he was glad that they had this to talk about as it

thus prevented them from discussing worse about him.27 This tale

well exemplifies Alcibiades willful manipulation of public opinion.

What was important after all is that he was in the public eye.

Because Olympic victors were thought to bring honor to the state

as well as to themselves, Alcibiades spent great sums to gain

national and international fame. Lacey makes the point that although

Alcibiades' Olympic racing victories were held against him by his

political rivals, there is no doubting the genuine enthusiasm of the

crowd.28 Alcibiades succeeded in coming in first, second, and fourth
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in the 424 B.C. Olympic chariot competition.^ This activity may or

mayhave been that of a dedicated amateur sportsman but it was

certainly the action of a man possessed with a clever sense of self

promotion.

This marriage of personal style and publicity is seen also in

Alcibiades* outlandish mode of dress. He wore his hair long, in the

Spartan fashion and often trailed his long purple robe ostentatiously

behind him. His new shoes were copied and called the

"Alcibiades".^- Even his lisp was famous.^ The ostentation of

Alcibiades' gold and ivory shield and the purple sails of his ship

were all calculated attempts at notoriety and self advancement. Most

of these idiocyncracies and adventures enhanced rather than

diminished his popularity and showed someone who valued’ notoriety

over respectability.^3 Given Alcibiades' ancestors and the great

esteem that they were held in, it is no wonder that Alcibiades showed

little fear of losing respect and cultivated instead the publicity

needed for a successful role in Athenian affairs. By the time he

entered political life he had already made himself the talk of Athens

if not all of Greece.^

Unlike the paternal line of Alcibiades' descendents, the

Alcmaeonids do not seem to have attempted, with the exception of

their revolt against the tyranny of the Peisistradae, adventurous

The Alcemaeonids worked with whatever democraticmilitary exploits,

government was established in the city. They were strong partisans

of a moderate domocracy and had shown clear antagonism toward the
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pretentions of hereditary kingship.^
Alcihiades son that the "ancient and genuine" friendship which his

In any case, the statement of

family felt toward the people "my father inherited from his

ancestors" is a reference to the Alcemaeonid side of the family.^

The Alcmaeonids, having established the democracy, helped to

perpetuate it.^8 Alcibiades seems to have had this fact in mind

when, after being banished from Athens, he said that since democracy

was the established government in Athens it had been necessary to

conform to it.^9 In this same speech before Sparta and her allies,

Alcibiades did not shun from admitting that he had been on the side

of the democratic party. He quickly pointed out, however, that he

understood democracy in its broadest sense to mean that which is

opposed to tyrants.^0 The Alcmaionids, according to Alcibiades, had

always led and preserved the government which had been handed down to

Athens since the time of Cleisthenes. It is with this democracy, and

this one only, that Alcibiades identifies himself and his family.51

Alcibiades repudiated a democracy based on mob rule stating it to

be an acknowledged folly. His further contention that his family

were leaders of the state as a whole supports the view that they were

They were patricians who believed in the

necessity of the able and privileged few to govern the many52.
Alcibiades is the product of this Alcemaeonid tradition of oppositon

moderate democrats.

to tyrants on the one hand and the traditional eupatrid belief in the

need of governments to be guided by men of noble birth of the other.

De Romilly agrees with what is in essence the central position of
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Hatzfeld's work, namely that Alcibiades must be understood as a

moderate democrat not only at the beginning of his career but

throughout.^3 Lowell and Proctor, although not directly adressing

the issue of Alcibiades' early political leanings, do associate him

with Pericles.^

Alcibiades was a patrician and much of his behavior fits that

haughty, willful, and power-loving class. At the same time,

Alcibiades is a practical Alcmaeonid who cultivated the democracy

because he believed it to be the best protection against tyranny when

Although the second half of the fifthled by men of good birth.

century B.G. would see the rise of men with modest and even obscure

origins, egalitarian democracy did not exclude a favorable prejudice

toward the well-born. We can assume that Alcibiades was raised in

the tradition of his aristocratic forebears and believed in his

inherited superiority. This pride in his lineage impelled Alcibiades

to act in the haughty manner commensurate with the belief in his own

and in his family's superiorty.



CHAPTER 2

Personality and Education

No matter how great or noble his family ancestry, it was

essential for Alcibiades, like any classic hero, to prove himself.-'-

The aggressive attitude which Alcibiades brought to his public life

was expressive of educational ideals embedded in classical Greek

culture. As is true of almost all aspects of Greek pedagogy, the

school of Hellas began with Homer. Nowhere else can we find an

example of national poetry having such a direct and comprehensive

impact on education.^ The Homeric epics, written sometime in the

century B.C., established values which continued to be stressed

throughout the classical period.^ By the middle of the fifth

century, however, Athens, center of a growing empire, was undergoing

profound changes. One of the most striking of these was the

intellectual revolution reflected in the teachings of the sophists.

Alcibiades was unique in that his life exemplifies the conflict and

synthesis of these new values with the traditional Homeric code of

conduct.

Many of the peculiarities of Alcibiades’ public character, his

tremendous pride and longing for pre-eminance, his eloquence and

cunning, as well as his bravery in battle, were expressions of values

The characteristics of this heroheld dear to the heroes of Homer.

were princely birth, good physique, strength, skill in athletics and

battle, courage, energy, and eloquence.^ If we add to these
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characteristics the thirst for glory we have as good a description of

Alcibiades as we can find in any ancient source,

glory sprang from the need to achieve an immortality of fame.^

This thirst for

Both

Plutarch and Xenephon make this point clear by stressing that it was,

above all else, the desire to attain fame that characterized

Alcibiades.^ This yearning for success led him to scratch and bite

in order to avoid a loss in a boys' wrestling match.7 Although

probably apocryphal, as many of the stories concerning Alcibiades

are, it portrays his strong need from an early age to be first. This

need to succeed is also obvious in Plutarch's rendering of the story

8of the boys playing at knucklebones. While playing with his

friends, Alcibiades allegedly threw himself in front of an oncoming

wagon so as not to give up his turn to throw. This story, highlights

Alcibiades' desperate desire to win at any price and suggests a

streak of the perverse as well. The notion that there was something

fundamentally perverse in the character of Alcibiades was to cause

him the greatest harm throughout his public life.

Alcibiades' love of pre-eminence and competition were values

central to the Homeric hero whose life was nothing if not a never

ending race and battle to achieve supremacy over others.^ A longing

for fame and willingness to sacrifice all and support any burden is

both the hallmark of Alcibiades' public career and the deepest

expression of his culture's values.^-0

Alcibiades oratorical ability exemplified in speeches ascribed

to him by Thucydides echo the strong Homeric injunction to be a
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speaker of words as well as a doer of deeds.H Plutarch more than

once testifies to the power of Alcibiades' eloquence and mentions

Theophrastus and Demosthenes as saying that Alcibiades was a most

capable orator.Xenephon believes that the only reason Alcibiades

associated with Socrates was to perfect his dialectic skills.

Alcibiades' verbal ability can be attested to, however, long before

in Plutarch's tale of the flute.his association with Socrates,

Although the playing of this instrument was an integral part of an

aristocrat's education, Alcibiades insisted that the instrument

prevented the player from singing and deformed his face. Alcibiades

not only convinced the other boys not to play the instrument but his

power of persuasion was such that, according to the story, the flute

was dropped entirely from the liberal program of education.-*-^

Whether discussing his supposed tricking of the Spartan envoys,

his manipulation of Athenian public opinion before the Sicillian

expedition, or his verbal seduction of Spartans and Persians alike,

Alcibiades exemplifies the characteristic verbal cunning and guile of

Certainly Odysseus succeeds by his quick wit andan Homeric hero.

subtle tongue as often, if not more than, by his physical prowess.

Valor together with a sharp mind, unafraid of using ruse to obtain

his goals characterize Alcibiades as much as they do Odysseus

Alcibiades' great physical beauty, military exploits, and Olympic

victories can only add to the claim that he partook in all the heroic

virtues.

Alcibiades' good looks were without doubt a basic fact in the
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"16development of this "enfant gate. In the fifth century B.C.,

Greeks in general and Athenians in particular were extremely

sensitive to the physical beauty of the human form, whether masculine

or feminine .1-7 The sensuousness of the Greeks was such that they

could scarcely doubt that Alcibiades' spiritual qualities were

reflected in the beauty of his physical appearance .1-® Alcibiades,

like politicians of today, was greatly aided by his good looks. The

beauty of Alcibiades, however, would lead to sexual excesses in his

private life. These excesses had a profoundly negative effect on the

esteem in which he was held in Athens. Over and over again it is the

scandals dealing with the excesses of his private life which harm

Alcibiades and turn minds against him. There can be no doubt that

Thucydides imputes the loss by Athens of the Peloponnisian war,

indirectly, to the general hostility felt toward Alcibiades because

of his private life.l^ More specifically, it was because his private

conduct was associated with the actions of someone desiring to be

tyrant that Alcibiades was despised.20
With the death of his father Cleinias, Alcibiades, at age five,

was given into the family of Pericles, the husband of Dienomaches'

sister. Whatever formal education outside of reading Homer

Alcibiades received seems typical of an aristocratic youth in

mid-fifth century Athens. There were three elements in traditional

Athenian education: Homer and the Homeric ideals, games through which

a youth learned rules and discipline and finally sports, through

which he was prepared for combat.
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We must do away with any notion that Pericles was, in any sense,

the personal tutor of Alcibiades. 22 Athenians of the period paid

little attention to their children until the age of 18 and then

turned them over to a drill sergeant.23

at war, necessarily always preparing for it.24

The city was, if not always

Women, even of the

wealthiest families, had no formal education. The wife was unfit and

the father was too busy with politics. Education involved only the

aristocracy and their education involved practical pursuits. There

was definitely no family participation. Men spent their days engaged

in the affairs of the city and in personsl financial business. The

real education of the Athenian male took place in the assembly, the

market place, the gymnasium, in the theater, at the public recitals

of Homer, or in religious observances.25 Until the arrival of the

sophists, education was strictly the product of the polls.

Plato tells us that Alcibiades' formal education consisted of

learning to write, play the lyre, and wrestle.26 Alcibiades' tutor

was an old slave named Zopyrus who was too worn out for any other

Plato, comparing the quality of education given to noblework.

Athenians with that given to noble Persians, says bluntly that in

Athens no one cared.27 There is no reason to believe that

Alcibiades' education was an exception.

It can be assumed, however, that in the family home of Pericles

Alcibiades witnessed the intimate relationship of power and action as

it affected the state. In this regard, Plutarch leaves us a

pertinent anecdote. One day, Alcibiades was told that Pericles could
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not see him because he was preparing his financial accounts which he

was to present to the people. Alcibiades is said to have asked

whether Pericles would not better spend his time figuring out ways to

avoid being accountable to the people at all.28 The haughty tone is

that of an eupatrid convinced of his innate superiority over the

majority. What little we know concerning Alcibiades' relationship

with Pericles would not lead us to believe that he learned any of

that statesman self-effacement or moderation.29 Perhaps the

democracy of Athens had become too volatile and unstable after the

death of Pericles for such moderation.

From the very beginning of Greek civilization, we see a clearly

defined type of education which a young nobleman received through an

older man. This pedagogy of young nobles at the hands of older men

and its strong relationship with pederasty was in essence the

comradeship of warriors.30 This educational system rested upon a

supposed moral ideal whereby the older man, desiring to stand out in

the eyes of his beloved, inculcated the virtues of valor and glory.

For the Greeks, education meant a personal and intimate relationship

between a youth and an elder citizen,

passion played a key role.

It was a relation in which

By the middle of the fifth century, a new element represented by

the sophists had been added to the educational program of the

aristocratic youths. This new method emphasized literary over

traditional artistic skills and intellectual over and above the older

athletic skills. The task facing the sophists was not to create
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farsighted statesman, but rather persuasive politicians, who could

succeed in the assembly. The knowledge of truth had become less

important then the ability to sway an audience by the art of

dialectic.32 This art was the ability to argue for or against any

In one very important way the newproposition so as to win.

educators continued an old tradition. They believed that knowledge

could be communicated best by personal contact and close

It is in the light of this background that we mustassociation.

understand Alcibiades' relationship with the sophists in general and

with Socrates in particular.

According to Plato, the sophists were merely expressing views

already held by the people of Athens.^3 The most relevant of which,

for our study of Alcibiades, is that laws, customs, and conventions

are not the expression of an unchanging order but of a particular

The truth for any man is simply what he can be persuadedtime.

of. 34 It is a short step from this to the opinion that the logic of

the strongest is the most reasonable.

Much of what we know concerning Alcibiades' behavior makes more

sense if we grant that he accepted the moral relativism of his age.

If these were common place views in mid-5t^1 century in Athens, than

Alcibiades only exemplifies the amoralism of the new Athenian

imperialist.35 That Alcibiades was a spokesman for this view is

supported mainly by the fact that Plutarch held him chiefly

responsible for the enactment of the policy which initiated the

masacre and enslavement of the Melisians.36 Thucydides also seems to
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uphold this view by stating that Alcibiades' expedition into Argos

was part of the same summer campaign as the expedition to Melos.37
Given everything we know about Socrates' personal life and his

staunch opposition to moral relativism, it is inconceivable that he

was the source of Alcibiades' moral views. Both Xenephon and Plato

clearly stated that Alcibiades left the tutelage of Socrates in order

to follow a political career. Given Alcibiades' family's tradition

of political involvement, and the fact that Athenian democracy

encouraged political participation in an expanding empire, it is

little wonder that Alcibiades chose a political rather than a

philosophical-career. 38
There is an interesting account of the relationship between

Socrates and Alcibiades in the Symposium. Plato leaves no doubt that

Alcibiades turned away from the affairs of the soul for the affairs

of the city.39 The Symposium also gives us an excellent character

portrayal of Alcibiades which bolsters the contention that he was

Alcibiades confesses in a drunkendriven by a desire to succeed.

state that he had tried years earlier to seduce Socrates. It is of

importance in understanding Greek homosexual relationships that a

distinction be made between lover and loved one. The eromenos was

the passive recipient of the affections of the erastes or senior and

active partner. The eromenos was not expected to reciprocate the eros

of the erastes. What the erastes hoped to engender in the eromenos

was not eros but love.^1 This relationship between eromenos and

erastes was held to be private. Alcibiades breaks with convention
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when he relates the intimate details of his attempted seduction of

Socrates. More importantly, the story exposes Alcibiades' blatantly

aggressive sexual comportment and reveals that he violated the

expected passivity of the younger lover. The reason he did so is

made clear. Alcibiades broke with convention because he desired to

control Socrates. This is a striking example of Alcibiades

exploiting his physical beauty in order to gain personal advantage.

The attempt failed only because Socrates remained indifferent to

Alcibiades' sexual advances.^

Alcibiades' education seems typical of an aristocratic youth of

It is in the distinctive way in which he responded to thathis time.

education that made him unique. Although intimate with two great

personifications of thought and action, Socrates and Pericles,

Alcibiades followed neither but rather created his own heroic

personality and destiny.



CHAPTER 3

Seeking Maturity

Alcibiades was bom about 450 B.C.l Socrates states (Alcibiades

I) that Alcibiades was not yet 20 (19?).2 Pericles died in 429. In

the Symposium, Alcibiades states that he served in the Potidaean

campaign (432-430 B.C.) and mentions events which happened during the

winter and summer. ^ We can infer then that he was there for a good

part of the year. If Alcibiades was sent to relieve the original

contingent besieging Potidaea in 432 B.C., then he must have been at

least 20, which was the age of military service.^ Alcibiades was

cited for bravery in this battle and was wounded. His life was saved

by Socrates. Eight years later at Delium, Alcibiades returned the

favor by protecting the infantryman Socrates from Boeotian pursuers.^

What is of particular note Is that at the battle of Potidaea,

Alcibiades was in the infantry as a hoplite. There is little doubt

through his family’sthat he could have illegally obtained,

influence, a comfortable position in the calvary. That this was not

an uncommon practice can be inferred from the fact that Alcibiades'

son is accused of having committed that very fraud.6 The calvary was

To be in this elite group was tothe pride of the Athenian nobility.

be free of the monotonous drudgery that has always been part of

infantry life. This drudgery was multiplied during siege warfare.

The fact that Alcibiades chose not to enter the calvary illegally

speaks of a young man ready and willing to submit himself to the laws
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and obligations of his city.^

After Alcibiades' service at Potidaea there is a lull of

approximately six years before his name is mentioned by Andocides as

a member of the ten man commission charged with assessing the war

8contributions of subject states in 425 B.C. This ten man commission

was established under the direction of Cleon, probably after the

9 Through thisoccupation of Pylos when victory seemed possible.

association with Cleon, Alcibiades showed himself to be a democrat

and an energetic supporter of Athenian imperial policy. By voting to

double the revenues, Alcibiades not only asserted his desire for a

more vigorous pursual of the war but also acquiesced to a financial

The war could not be continued without augmentingnecessity.

In taking a position to increase the war tax, Alcibiades

showed himself to be a realist.

revenues.

Grote allows that Alcibiades was a member of the democratic

party but states that at the very beginning of his career he was

involved in Nicias' philo-Lacedaemonian party.!-*- Grote offers no

reason for his statement but his authority and prestige bid that we

examine this assertion carefully. There is no doubting that Sparta

was often idealized and admired among the Athenian aristocracy and

that Spartan styles were often copied. Plutarch, for instance, tells

us that as a child Alcibiades had a Spartan nurse, Amycla.

Aristophanes tells us that the young dandies of Athens wore their

hair long in the Lacedaemonian fashion.Given Alcibiades' desire

for attention it would not be surprising that he chose a Spartan
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fashion for the sake of style. Whether we can take this posturing to

mean that he sided with the political views of Nicias is another

Alcibiades' service in the Potidaean campaign and, if we arematter.

to accept Andocides, his membership on the ten member commission to

raise war revenue, modify Grote's view. There are other reasons,

however, which if accepted, tend to contradict the view that

Alcibiades began his public career among Nicias' conservative

pro-Spartan clique.

Plutarch, who certainly can be faulted for not adhering to a

strict chronology of events in the life of Alcibiades, can be helpful

in determining his early political leaning. There are two accounts

given by Plutarch which, if inserted into the period between the

Potidaean campaign and 425 B.C., would add authority to the

contention that Alcibiades, from the beginning of his public career,

was a member of the democratic faction and not as Grote would have

it, a member of Nicias' conservative pro-Spartan party.

According to Plutarch, one of Alcibiades' many male lovers, a

metic (or resident alien), came to him with money he had obtained

from selling all he posessed Alcibiades, amused but perhaps also

touched by the gesture, feasted the metic, gave him back his gold,

and persuaded the man to bid on the right to collect taxes.^ The

metic competed against professional speculators, who protested that

he inflated the bid. When the speculators angrily asked the metic

who his guarantor was Alcibiades stepped forward. The speculators

were forced to buy off the metic by paying him an extra talent which
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lowered their profit. Plutarch ends the story with the simple

observation that Alcibiades allowed the metic to keep the talent and

was thus of service to him.

The affair of the metic tells us much more than Plutarch allows

if we assume a symbolic character to the story.-*-5 The tale does not

simply tell us what a decent fellow Alcibiades could sometimes be,

nor is it simply an instance of Alcibiades' unprincipled trickery,

although these could be true. It certainly should not be taken on

Plutarch's word as merely an example of some unspecified grudge

The story makes a great deal more sense ifagainst speculators.

understood as an expression of Alcibiades' opposition to

profiteers .1® If, as Aristophanes asserts, the tax farmers were

synonomous with greedy self-interest, then Alcibiades is stating his

opposition to war profiteering.^ This opposition would ultimately

go directly against the elderly, the conservative small farmers, and

wealthy land owners, whom Plutarch admits were inclined toward

peace.In his opposition to these tax farmers, Alcibiades sided

early on with the war party of Cleon and the democrats.

This does not entail believing any more than that Alcibiades

supported Cleon in so far as his foreign policy was a continuation of

There is no reason to believe that Alcibiadesthat of Pericles.

supported the radical democrats in domestic policies. Everything we

know of Alcibiades' background and education supports the view that

he was a representative of moderate democratic tendencies. This was

his position as expressed in his speech to the Spartans in 429 and
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there is no reason to doubt that it held true in the years between

the Potidaean campaign and his membership in the revenue committee.

Plutarch relates another story concerning the young Alcibiades.

If we place it in these years of public involvement, it would further

support the contention that Alcibiades was an imperialist in foreign

policy, determined to pursue the war with vigor. While walking by

the assembly, Alcibiades heard loud applause. It was a day the

citizens were making voluntary donations to the war effort.

Alcibiades stepped forward and made a contribution to the cheers of

the crowd. In the excitement he dropped a game hen which he was

carrying under his coat.-^-^ An uproar ensued and a certain Antiochus

retrieved the bird. There is much anectdotal material in this story

for we know that Antiochus will play a decisive role in the life of

both Athens and Alcibiades.20 Most importantly the story tells us

that Alcibiades was very willing to take on the responsibility which

his family's position imposed and heartily supported the war policies

of the democrats. This certainly would be strange behavior for a

philo-lacedaeamonian.

Grote characterizes the change of heart which Alcibiades had

when he went from the conservative party of Nicias to the democratic

one of Cleon as an entire revolution. What seems remarkable, if we

accept this change as true, is that none of the ancient sources

Needless to say, few if any contemporary historians holdmention it.

Grote's view. Nonetheless, we cannot dismiss Grote lightly. It

would not be out of character for Alcibiades, patrician that he was,
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to have had sympathies for an idealized Sparta. What we can say is

that all evidence indicates that he consistently supported the

democratic and imperialist war aims first established by Pericles.

We can place the affair of the metic and the story of

Alcibiades free war contributions before the Peace of Nicias and

probably before 425 B.C. Alcibiades emerges as involved in the

actual fighting, opposing those who tried to profit from the war

unfairly, publicly displaying his financial support for that war's

continuance, and finally agreeing to enter the public arena as a

member of a commission whose responsibility was to raise the duty

imposed on the empire in order to continue the war vigorously. It

would be unfair to suppose that Alcibiades' dedication to the cause

of Athenian imperialism was something he adhered to simply as a means

of covering his pursuit of personal power. Alcibiades' energetic

involvement in the Potidaean and Delium campaigns, does not allow us

to suppose that he was anything but genuinely supportive of a

moderate democratic position in the years immediately prior to his

rise to public prominance.

In championing the goals of Pericles and the democrats in

foreign policy, Alcibiades simply continued his family's tradition of

working within the framework of accepted authority which was, and had

been for sometime (75 years), a democratic one. It was, after all,

the moderate democracy that made the Alcmaeonids great and it was

Pericles' imperial policy which offered Alcibiades the greatest

opportunity for political advancement. Why at this stage would he
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wish to oppose it?22

The struggle for political power in Athens was not entirely

liberal, and moderate democrats, nor was itamong conservative,

between oligarchs and democrats. The two main groups contending for

political power within Athens during the Peloponnesian war were,

according to Aristophenes, the young and old.23 Plutarch admits this

to a degree, saying that Nicias represented the class of the wealthy,

the farmers, and the old.24 Alcibiades' family had been wealthy, but

there is every reason to believe that Alcibiades used up much of his

estate because of the expense entailed in his great displays for the

city.25 As his property was confiscated after he was exiled and

condemned to death in 419, the records show a man not owning enough

large tracts of land for him to be considered in any sense a wealthy

farmer. Alcibiades, as we have seen, was the quintessential

expression of his age. He was dynamic, energetic, and most assuredly

Why would this young man so typical of his age, side with theyoung.

old on the central political issue of his time?

If the spirit of Athens spoke through anyone it spoke through

Alcibiades, not Nicias, who is characterized most often as wanting

tranquility.26 Nicias was most untypically Athenian in his reserve,

Nicias' obsession with being safe,hesitation, and procrastination.

when juxtaposed with Alcibiades' headstrong rush into affairs, makes

it difficult to imagine them working together.27 Given Alcibiades'

youth and ambition, it is no surprise that he chose to support a war

policy which held out for maximum political advantage. Its goal was



29

for Athens to attain a position of hegemony in Greece or, at the very

least, to succeed in tipping the balance in her favor.2° It is no

accident that Alcibiades, who was to become leader of this party,

seems to glorify in force while Nicias was to have his name

remembered for peace.29 Their respective attitudes inevitably led

them into conflict.

Nicias, who had been personal friend to Pericles, accepted as

much as the latter, Athen's imperial role. He was, however,

considerably older than his rival Alcibiades and more conservative in

his foreign policy than was Pericles. Nicias represented the views

of people for whom Attic soil meant more than maritime expansion. He

represented the very people who had most to lose from the devasting

land campaigns of Sparta and her allies. Already many farmers and

their families had either perished or suffered severe hardship from

Many had blamed Pericles and his policy directly.the plague.

After the death of Pericles from this same plague, the Athenians

chose Cleon. Nicias and his supporters were, given their

sensibilities, much more conciliatory toward Sparta than was Cleon

and the radical democrats. This latter group tended to represent the

maritime interests of Athens and were bellicose toward Sparta and her

It must have been instructive to Alcibiades at this time toallies.

watch the effect of Cleon's demagogy upon the assembly. This period

between the death of Pericles and that of Cleon witnessed the intense

power struggle between Cleon and Nicias. Alcibiades could very well

have learned much from the spectacle and could have used the weakness
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he saw in the democracy to his own personal advantage.30 Cleon’s

foreign policy was essentially a continuation of that of Pericles,

and Alcibiades' was a continuation of Cleon's; each, however,

While Pericles' imperialism had been steadyexpanded upon the other.

and cautious, that of Cleon's was like his temperment, emotional and

Alcibiades continued Cleon's policies but, seen inabrupt.

retrospect, seemed to have unlimited objectives and was totally

unplanned. 31 Alcibiades, given the added prestige he received after

Potidaea and Delium, could have joined whichever side he felt held

It is little wonder given Alcibiades'more chance of success.

background and energy that he chose Cleon and his policies in 425 to

attach to his rising political star.32 If, as we have said,

Alcibiades could best be understood as a Homeric hero, then he had to

choose a path that would lead to glory. The choice could not have

been a difficult one to make. The path of Nicias was safe but

static, that of Cleon (and later Hyperbolus) was dangerous but full

of glorious possibilities.
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Coining of Age

Our first record of Alcibiades as a political strategist deals

with the negotiations leading to the Peace of Nicias. Unfortunately

for Alcibiades, and perhaps the rest of the Greek world, his first

attempts at hoisting himself onto the glorious stage of history

proved an abysmal failure. Not only did the negotiations lead to his

first major defeat, but also to the outstanding success of his

greatest political rival. The success was such that the peace would

henceforth be known as the Peace of Nicias. In one coup, Nicias

achieved the fame that Alcibiades so desperately desired.

Both Thucydides and Plutarch stress the point that Alcibiades

opposed the peace out of personal jealousy for Nicias.-'- Jealousy was

a common source of political rivalry in ancient Athens and in this

Alcibiades deserves no special attention. Narrow and egotistical

interests became common motivators as the effects of the war

destroyed the patriotic feelings that may have otherwise bound

Athenians together. National interests were increasingly ignored as

the war became a struggle of personalities and personal survival as

well as advantage over personal enemies.^ Alcibiades' jealous

opposition to the Peace of Nicias is merely one in a long series of

political rivalries. These rivalries support the contention that

What was unique was the depthjealousy was not unique to Alcibiades.

We have spoken of Alcibiades asand power of his hurt pride.



32

exemplifying the characteristics common to the Homeric hero. Of all

these characteristics, the love of glory most thoroughly motivated

the public life of Alcibiades.

therefore, that Nicias had robbed him of his birth right.^

It must have seemed to Alcibiades,

Plutarch

mentions jealousy as the sole cause of Alcibiades' opposition to the

Without lessening the role of Alcibiades' ambitionPeace of Nicias.

and wounded dignity, there were sound and objective reasons why many

Athenians had reservations about the treaty with Sparta. The peace,

after all, gave little advantage to Athens.

It may well be that Pericles must take prime responsibility for

the failure of Athens to end the first phase of the war

successfully.^ The Archidamian war began with exaggerated hopes of a

quick victory on each side. Archidaemus of Sparta, basing himself on

past experience, believed that a policy of scorching Attic soil would

prove so disasterous to Athens that she would sue for peace. Athens

believed she could survive these invasions securely behind the walls

connecting her to her port, with her food supplies secure, and

inflict harm upon her enemies through her navy. The war, however,

did not fulfill the expectations placed upon it by both sides.

Athens refused to meet Sparta in major combat and survived the

Each side received unexpected surprises.invasion of her soil.

Athens found herself contending with the daring, energetic, and

intelligent Brasidas, while Sparta, to her amazement, found 120 of

her soldiers, full citizens of the noblest families, captured and

held captive in Athens.
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In order to place Alcibiades' rise to political prominence in

perspective, it is necessary to summarize the main events of the

first or Archidamian phase of the Peloponnesian War.

counted on early psychological exhaustion.^

Both sides had

After 430 B.C., Nicias

moved away from Pericles' program and desired a negotiated peace

without victory.6 Demosthenes and Cleon may well have seen more

clearly that the hatred engendered by the war had taken away the

basis for a secure peace.^ Whether or not we believe that Pericles'

war plan failed or that he would have changed and adopted it to

conform with the changing realities in the war is beside the point.

Athens' leadership after the death of Pericles was unstable and

Even if Cleon had agreed with Pericles' premises, Cleon,insecure.

8unlike Pericles seemed to glory in violence. In this as in his

openly working for an alliance with Argos, Alcibiades seems to

continue the imperialist policies of Cleon.^
Athenian expansion, at least on the Greek mainland.-'-^

Cleon wanted unlimited

Thucydides

believed that Pericles' policy was the right one to achieve victory

and that his sucessors acted contrary to it.-^-

After the disaster of Delium, Athens was open to Boeotian attack

upon her northwestern frontier which, together with possible

invasions on her southern flank, made Athens realize that victory, if

still possible, would take much longer than expected. On the other

side, Sparta had suffered her greatest catastrophy in as much as 120

citizens, the noblest families of the governing class, were captured

and held in Athens (425 B.C.). Peace overtures were probably



34

started by Sparta immediately after their capture.The prospects

for peace seemed favorable but the Athenians, led by Cleon, took a

hard line and Sparta broke off negotiations .-*-3 The triumph at

Sphacteria enabled the Athenians to use the Spartans' prisoners as

hostages to secure the immunity of Attica from invasion. The win

also brought a renewal of confidence that victory could be achieved

militarily.-^
The Messenians at Pylos raided the countryside and made a refuge

for Helots who deserted their masters. The Spartans, frightened over

the possibility that there would be a general Helot revolt, continued

to send embassies to Athens. Athens, until her reverses, was in no

mood to hear of peace. After a series of partial military successes

and small failures, the largest battle of the Archidamian War was

fought in Boeotia near the Attic frontier. At Delium the Athenian

army suffered its worst defeat and was forced to evacuate by sea.

On the Spartan side, Brasidas attacked the Athenians where they

were most vulnerable and certainly where they least expected it. The

increase in tribute brought upon the subject states, as well as the

increasing haughtiness of Athenian rule, aroused resentment in towns

that had hitherto been loyal. There is good possibility that

Sparta wished to distance herself from a too energetic general.^-6 In

any event, a small Spartan force under the command of Brasidas passed

through Thessaly, Athens ally, and by forced marches, took Amphipolis

This defeat, added to the loss of Delium, dampenedin Thrace.

Athenian spirits sufficiently to make her more attentive to the peace
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proposals which continued to eminate from Sparta.

Soon after the loss of Amphipolis, Athens and Sparta signed a

one year truce continuing the status quo while negotiations for peace

The armistice continued until 422 B.C. at which timewent under way.

Cleon, wishing to repeat his success at

Sphacteria, organized and led an army to re-take Amphipolis.17

it was not renewed.

Cleon

may well have been more successful than Thucydides asserts, but his

impatient foray, close to Amphipolis, cost Cleon both the battle and

his life. With the death of Brasidas in this same battle, Athens

"19and Sparta lost the "mortar and pestle of war. By the eleventh

year of the war the balance of opinion in both Athens and Sparta had

tipped in favor of peace. The truce and latter peace were to a large

extent agreed upon through the efforts of Pleistoanax of Sparta and

Nicias of Athens.20 In the spring of 421, the peace, which still

bears the name of Nicias, was finally established.

With the death of Cleon, the democrats not only lost a staunch

opponent of peace but a leader of intelligence and vigor who wished

to continue and extend the imperial policy of Pericles.21 The vacuum

of leadership left by Cleon was filled by Nicias and the pro-peace

party.22 This transition of leadership was not made without the

serious challenge of Hyperbolus and Alcibiades.22
From the beginning of peace negotiations, Alcibiades was

involved in the interests of the Spartans captured on Sphacteria.24

Plutarch states that Alcibiades was planning to renew his family's

position as resident counsul for Sparta at Athens at this time.22 In
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In whatever capacity, Alcibiades was reasserting his family's past

priviledges and responsibility as proxenos.26
International trade would not have been possible if the persons

of merchants and ambassadors had not enjoyed certain guarantees in

foreign lands. There grew, therefore, the idea of proxenoi, a

development of the laws of hospitality. In return for material

advantages or honorific titles, one town would appoint a citizen of

another to act as host to the nationals which appointed him. The

proxenos had full diplomatic, financial, judicial, and religious

rights and assured protection by contract between the individual and

the state in which he was the host.27 The title of proxenos was an

hereditary one and the holder was priviledged above all other

foreigners.

Beside the regular or official proxenos there were many

voluntary proxenoi who hoped, by their devotion to the foreign city,

to be appointed official proxenos.

great sums to buy this position.28

Alcibiades is said to have spent

It was necessary to have rendered

the state in question great services as well as being a full citizen

enjoying full rights. It was also essential that a candidate have

meritorious ancestors. Most often the candidate would bring himself

to the magistrates of the city in which he wished to be nominated

Sometimes he would be nominated byproxenos and ask. for an audiance.

Once obtained, the position entailed that he be host tofriends.

important visitors from his native city.

The position of proxenos was a semi-official one granting mostly
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honorific advantages. The proxenos was considered the official and

permanant representative of his adopted city to his native one and

Plutarch, as well as somewas often chosen as arbiter between them.

contemporary historians, believe that Alcibiades was actually

proxenos during captivity of the Sphacterian prisoners.29 Alcibiades

was certainly deeply involved not only in reaching an agreement with

Sparta concerning the releasing of prisoners but also in using the

occasion as a springboard to thrust himself into political

prominance. Only forty years before, the relationship of proxenos

had been held by Alcibiades’ grandfather and Thucydides makes it

clear that Alcibiades was working zealously to court Sparta's

favor.30 What seems likely is that Alcibiades had every intention of

renewing his family's position.31
It seems unlikely that Alcibiades was actually the Athenian

proxenos to Sparta because this was not mentioned by Thucydides who

could hardly have overlooked it. If Alcibiades was proxenos for

Sparta than the insult he suffered at their hands was great and would

explain his fierce response to the Peace of Nicias. From all we

know, Alcibiades did feel personally insulted and sulked in

Whatever the extent of his efforts, Alcibiades' earlybitterness.

attempt at political diplomacy not only failed but the treaty that

was finally agreed to seems to have been arranged without even taking

him into consideration. Alcibiades interpreted his being ignored,

rightly or wrongly, as a deliberate slap in the face. Six years

later he admitted to the Spartans the extent to which his feelings

had been hurt.32
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The story of Alcibiades' sullen reaction to the Peace of Nicias

is difficult to understand unless we accept the supposition that he

acted within the tradition of the homeric hero. Does not Achilles

brood in his tent, indifferent to the plight of his fellow Achaeans

as they were slaughtered in front of Troy?-^

Thucydides believes that Alcibiades ' policy in the Peloponnesse,

following the Peace of Nicias, was only to an extent the result of

his hurt feelings. Thucydides notes Alcibiades ’ piqued pride but

states the fact that "to him (Alcibiades) it seemed really better to

"34side with the Argives. It is only after making the point that

Alcibiades had sincere grounds for opposing Sparta does Thucydides

mention Alcibiades' wounded dignity. This Is not surprising since

Thucydides' account consistently downplays or more often ignores

personal anecdote. Thucydides thought the role of pride important

enough to mention it as one of the two factors which formulated

Alcibiades' anti-Spartan policy. Plutarch leaves the false

impression that jealousy and personal vindictiveness were the sole

motives for Alcibiades' opposition to the peace.^5 It is more

probable that Alcibiades welded together his feelings of hurt pride

to objective political considerations. Certainly the details of the

peace were such that many in Athens must have disapproved of it. It

would be too facile a distortion of the intentions, if not the

character of Alcibiades to assume he opposed the treaty simply out of

spite.

The events after the treaty did much to give credence to
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Alcibiad.es' criticisms. Athens had signed a peace after having

fought ten years. Attica had been ravaged six times. The peace and

latter treaty gave Athens little except the respite of a cease-fire.

In fact the results of the peace came close to willfully giving away

what little Athens had gained.^6

Lacking a political party and its organization to help his

political career, Alcibiades needed an issue to sway the assembly

behind him. In criticizing the peace, Alcibiades was speaking out on

Alcibiades had perceivedan issue of deep concern to all Athenians.

the fact which Nicias and his supporters chose to ignore, namely that

the war was far from over. It would be unfair to single out

Alcibiades, however, as acting out of a need for personal gain or

There is little reason to doubt that Nicias sought glorypopularity.

as much as Alcibiades.^7

Grote makes the charge that Alcibiades was a "partisan of the

-38 Ifblind and gratuitous philo-Laconian concessions of Nikias.

Alcibiades' membership onthis were true, we have no record of it.

the ten member tax commission would tend to discredit associating him

with "philo-Laconian concessions." It also seems odd that Alcibiades

could have made such a turn about, going against his own political

In any event the episode ofsupporters without anyone mentioning it.

his private activities vis-a-vis Sparta and the Sphacterian prisoners

is shrouded in mystery.

In spite of this mystery several points can be made concerning

Alcibiades' political activities between the capture of Sp’nacteria in
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429 B.C. and the Peace of Nicias in 421 B.C. Alcibiades, at this

time showed every indication of wanting to play a major role in

Athenian political life.39 His first attempts at diplomacy and

political maneuvering, a role in which he shall later be pre-eminant,

ended in complete, and given his reaction, abject failure.

Significantly, in determining his character, Alcibiades showed a

striking inconsistancy. While professing a determined anti-Spartan

stand consistent with one who supported Cleon*s war policy,

Alcibiades must have been secretly negotiating with Sparta. This

activity, rather than being traitorous, shows a duplicity more

consistant with a man seeking success at any price than someone with

a clear political program.The Alcibiades we witness arranging

secret peace negotiations with Sparta while proclaiming publicly a

belligerent anti-Spartan attitude indicates someone lacking a

definite plan of action and/or capable of adjusting himself to

No matter how we interpret Alcibiades* dealing withcircumstance.

the Spacterian prisoners, it is difficult to see in this period a man

who "knew exactly what he was doing at all stages of his career,"

much less one who had the ability to "forecast what could happen

-42under given circumstances.

Of course we are speaking of a man still politically young.^3
Alcibiades already shows a knack for political deviousness. The

pragmatic ability to adjust to circumstances rather than follow

abstract principles is a quality which Alcibiades will exhibit

With just a little more experience this willthroughout his career.
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blossom into the truly remarkable talent "to grasp what was required

in a given situation."^4 That Alcibiades failed in his early designs

at statecraft shows only that he was not yet, at age 30, ready for

the role he wished to play.^5 He was not, however, a man Sparta

could afford to ignore.



Chapter 5

The Politician.

The Peace of Nicias stipulated the restoration of all prisoners

and territories gained by the war. The lot fell first to the

Lacedaemonians who returned their prisoners. Sparta also sent envoys

to Thrace with orders to restore Amphipolis to the Athenians. The

Chalcidians of Thrace refused. Sparta returned to Athens empty

handed, claiming that her allies would not comply with the

stipulations of the Peace,

not we do not know.-'-

Whether this inability was by design or

In order to assuage Athenian fears and obtain

her valued Sphacterian prisoners in one stroke, Sparta signed with

Athens a mutual fifty year defensive alliance,

returned the 120 full Spartiates.2

Immediately, Athens

Once this was achieved, however,

there were many in Sparta who became less interested in the peace and

alliance with Athens than they were in re-signing a treaty with

Argos. The same year that the Lacedaemonians and Athenians had

agreed to their fifty year Alliance, the treaty of neutrality between

Sparta had good reason to be nervousArgos and Sparta was to expire.

at the possibility that Argos would turn against her.

Modem scholars tend to believe that Argos and Sparta were

traditional enemies.^ Thucydides points out that the cause of the

hostility in the fifth century B.C. was the territory of Cynouria.

Situated between the Argive Plain and Laconia, Cynouria served as a

Almost mid-way between thesebuffer zone between Sparta and Argos.
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two city states lay the town of Tegea, whose independence was a

bulwark against the control of Cynouria by either Argos or Sparta.^

Only after the defeat of Tegea by Sparta in the early sixth century

did Sparta and Argos face each other directly. By the middle of the

sixth century, Sparta invaded the territory of Cynouria and defeated

From that point on, Sparta dominated Cynouria andan Argive army.

posed a constant threat to Argos.

fixed preoccupation of Argive foreign policy from the latter part of

the fifth century until the conquest of Greece by Philip of Macedon.®

The reconquest of Cynouria was a

It was natural that Argos, a democracy suspicious and vengeful

of Sparta, should be seen by many in Athens as a logical ally.

Alcibiades was not only the greatest spokesman for this alliance, but

he was its most energetic and brilliant organizer as well. Events

after the treaty did more than anything else to sway public opinion

in Alcibiades' favor.

The Peace of Nicias had not made provisions for the re-alignment

Sparta's strongest allies, Boeotia, Corinth, andof the city states.

Thrace were dissatisfied for not having been sufficiently consulted

and rejected the results of the peace. The Argives were dissatisfied

with their Spartan treaty and with Sparta for having sided with their

enemy, Epidaurus, in a territorial dispute. Athens was angry because

she had not received Amphipolis as had been stipulated in the peace

On all sides there was strong dissatisfaction with the

peace that would only increase with time.®

of Nicias.

New Spartan ephors elected in 421 B.C. concluded an alliance
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with Athens. Argos, believing erroneously that Athens and Sparta,

along with Boeotia, were about to sign a treaty without her, sent

envoys to all the above mentioned cities. While these and other

negotiations were going on, Athens received the news that the

fortifications at Panactum had been razed by Boeotia. This was done

against the explicit stipulations of the Peace of Nicias. The

Boeotians, however, did return Athens' prisoners. Athens was furious

both for the destruction of what she considered her fortress at

Panactum and for the secret Spartan alliance with Boeotia. There was

now enough justified anger and skepticism over the peace and treaty

for the opposition to be heard and headed.

Alcibiades belonged to those who had opposed the peace and the

treaty from the first.7 Alcibiades had been quick to point out that

it was extremely convenient for Sparta to make a defensive alliance

Such an alliance, after all, preventedwith Athens at this time.

Argos from making agreements with Athens against Sparta, when

Sparta's alliance with Argos was to be renewed. Can there be much

doubt that Sparta wished to continue the Athenian alliance only so as

to isolate Athens, make an alliance with Argos herself, and be

reassured of her neighbors' neutrality if and when she decided to

continue the war against Athens?® So must have been the argument of

This was a perceptive observation which circumstantialAlcibiades.

evidence did more than justify.

Argos had played no part in the hard years of war. Her lands

and army were both in excellent condition. The army of Argos, in
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fact, was considered to be the best in the Peloponnesse, after that

of Sparta. The expiration of the treaty with Argos was certainly a

prime fact affecting Sparta's decision to end hostilities against

Athens and sign the peace.

In any case, Nicias was probably elected "Strategos" in 421-420

B.C., and seemed to have been unaware of Spartan intentions. Perhaps

because he so completely staked his reputation on the peace did

Nicias wish to see Sparta's actions in the best possible light.

Perhaps he was willfully oblivious to Sparta's designs. What is

clear is that Athens was in danger of being encircled. Events after

the peace indicated that if hostilities were to be resumed, Athens

would be dangerously surrounded. Alcibiades was not the only one to

see the present danger but he was its most able spokesman. If Nicias

Alcibiades saw in Sparta'swas inactive, Alcibiades was not.

actions, or inactions, a perfect chance to enhance his reputation

defending what he believed were Athens' better interests.

The Alcibiades who emerged as leader of the war party may be

politically young but was sufficiently mature to realize that the

concessions of the philo-laconians were more dangerous to Athenian

imperial ambitions than Spartan arms. He was continuing, like

Hyperbolus, the anti-Spartan and imperialist policies of Cleon.

Given his strong patrician roots, he was as interested in using the

Alcibiades, as of the peace of 421democracy as being of use to it.

He was willingB.C., seemed ready to exploit all avenues to power.

to manipulate the envoys from oligarchic Sparta as he was the
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assemblyman from democratic Athens. This mature Alcibiades had found

the perfect outlet for his ambitions which coincides with those of

the youth of Athens.

As luck would have it, a deputation of Argives and their allies

was in Athens when the Lacedaemonian envoys arrived with full powers

to settle any outstanding complaints Athens had. One of the envoys,

and very possibly its chief spokesman, was Endius of the same family

as Alcibiades. Undoubtedly, the Spartans were nervous. What they

feared most was an alliance between Argos, her allies, (Elis and

Mantinea), and Athens. Try as they may to make their proposals

attractive to the Athenians, the envoys had little to offer. The

stage was set for a dramatic change of alliances, thanks above all to

the penetrating intellect of Alcibiades.^ Not only was he quick to

grasp what needed to be done but was also quick to act.

The story that follows, as Thucydides narrates it, seems at

first glance simple enough. It passes as a classic example of the

supposed unscrupulousness and duplicity of Alcibiades, but may

instead redound to his credit. The story is of interest as much for

the questions it raises as for what it supposedly tells us. When the

Spartan envoys announced to the council that they had arrived with

full powers to negotiate a treaty, Alcibiades suggested that they say

nothing to the assembly about their full powers. Supposedly he had

told them that they would do less well in front of the large assembly

than they would with the small council. The next day, taking

Alcibiades' advice, the envoys told the assembly that they had come
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without full powers, whereupon Alcibiad.es denounced them as liars and

tricksters.^0 The anger of the Athenian assembly was such that, had

it not been for an earth tremor which caused the assembly to disband,

an alliance with Argos would have been entered into immediately. As

it was, Nicias was quickly dispatched to Sparta. Sparta, however,

was being led just then by an anti-Athenian group and had little to

offer. Nicias returned empty handed and shame-faced. A treaty with

Argos and its allies, Ellis and Mantinea, was struck.

By all appearances Alcibiades achieved a great tactical victory

by outwitting, however unscrupuously, his opponents in order to

This tricking of the Spartan envoys is easily usedachieve his ends.

as an example of the duplicity and the unprincipled actions of

Alcibiades but is also an example of his Odysseus-like cunning.H It

may well be that Alcibiades furthered rather than hurt his own course

by this bit of trickery. The Greek paidea admired rather than

condemned a good liar.-^-^ Alcibiades had, after all, tricked the

perfidious Spartans who were themselves deceitful.

There are, however, serious questions which have been raised in

Thucydides' account.^ Firstly it is difficult to believe that the

Spartans who completely ignored Alcibiades in the peace negotiations

some 18 months previously, now abandon their trust so completely to

This sudden trust is particularly difficult to understand whenhim.

Alcibiades had been such an outspoken critic of the peace all along.

Not only that, but we cannot forget that the Spartans supposedly put

their entire trust in Alcibiades while ignoring the one man who had
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done the most for them and who had most to gain by helping them

Nicias' very reputation was based on his friendship withagain.

Sparta. Alcibiades' popularity and credibility in the assembly were

based on his opposition to Sparta. Alcibiades had become the

spokesman for those who opposed the peace and the treaty. Events in

the year following the peace showed his suspicions toward Sparta to

have been well founded.

We may suppose that theThere are other points to consider.

Spartan envoys would have had a great deal of difficulty forgiving a

man who so completely abused their trust and manuvered so amorally

against their interests. Their humiliation must have been real,

particularly as they were taken in by a man so young in years.

Endius, who we know was a member of the delegation supposedly tricked

by Alcibiades, never showed the least sign of bitterness. In all

probability, it was Endius who six years later harboured and

protected the fugitive Alcibiades and had him received in Sparta.

Thucydides tells us that Endius still reserved friendship with

Alcibiades as of 415-414 B.C. It is difficult to believe that this

special friendship could have endured if Thucydides' account is

Endius would have lost greatly in prestige and trust as hetrue.

would have been most personally betrayed. It may well be that the

key to understanding the duping of the envoys lies with Endius.

Certainly much is explained if we suppose that Endius and Alcibiades

somehow worked together.^
There are more difficulties, according to Hatzfeld, in
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Thucydides' account of Alcibiades1 tricking the Lacedaemonian

Why, it can be asked, would the Spartans want to lie aboutenvoys.

their full powers? Plutarch would have us believe that Alcibiades

convinced the envoys that in lying to the assembly they could gain

more time.-^ Without full powers, the envoys could only present to

the assembly a general outline of what Sparta was ready to offer.

The envoys would then have to return to Sparta with the propositions

of the assembly; this manner of negotiating would certainly delay any

hasty decision. This is true except that we know from the general

background of events that the Lacedaemonians were in a great hurry

What the Spartans most feared, the allianceand had no time to lose.

of Athens and Argos, was in the balance. The Lacedaemonians knew

full well that Alcibiades had invited the envoys of a very

dissatisfied Argos, Elis and Mantinea. What could Sparta possibly

have gained by delay at a time when she was hurriedly trying to stop

an impending alliance which she viewed as the worst possibly

occurence? Finally, what could Endius and the other envoys, with or

without full powers, offer Athens?-^ Panactum was already

There was no question of Amphipolis being returned,dismanteled.

which would have meant Sparta using force against her own allies.

The Spartans were even unwilling to renounce their treaty with

This treaty, unlike the issues raised with Panactum andBoeotia.

Amphipolis, necessitated no force upon an ally. The Athenians had

played their ace insofar as they had already freed the Spartan

17 Sparta still wanted Pylosprisoners captured on Sphacteria.
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returned and wished to prevent the Athenian alliances with Argos. We

are never given in Thucydides’ account what possible benefits the

Spartan envoys offered Athens in return for their requests.

According to Hatzfeld, the full powers of which Sparta speaks seems

to have been to ask for much and give nothing.-'-^

The choice open to Athens in 420 B.C. was between Nicias the

peace candidate who could offer nothing or Alcibiades who offered an

alliance with the second strongest state in the Peloponessus The

Athenians chose, understandably enough, the alliance with Argos and

Alcibiades as Strategos.

Many of the questions which the account of the tricking raise

We can, however, suppose that Thucydides

depended upon Alcibiades for the intimate details of the story.20

can never be answered.

Alcibiades and Thucydides were, after all, both aristocrats who had

been exiled by the demos.21 Add to this the fact that Alcibiades had

wit, intelligence, guile, and a winning personality, and there is

good reason to believe that Thucydides was captivated by him.22

Thucydides’ evaluation of Alcibiades certainly seems to reflect the

effects of a personal encounter.23

What does the tricking of the Spartan envoys tell us about the

character of Alcibiades? To begin with, we are once again confronted

with what seems to be another instance of a general prejudice against

Plutarch seems willing to base the interpretation ofAlcibiades.

events not so much on evidence when it comes to the character of

Alcibiades as on the certain fact that anything could believed of
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It is as if by the time the narrative was written, Alcibiadeshim.

was thought so unscrupulous that any story could, without proof, be

believed of him. Often, as in the case of Antiphon or Andocides, we

are dealing with the outright lies of proven enemies. Xenephon is

not beyond distortion based on heresay testimony. Plutarch's account

Thucydides' account of the trickingof the tricking is questionable.

is questionable on so many grounds that we must reserve accepting it

as fact and remain skeptical of the events as narrated in Book V. A

critique of the story, rather than showing us an Alcibiades simply

hungry for power, shows us a man with an intelligent concern for the

politics of Athens. Alcibiades is being consistent and rational

rather than impulsive in upholding Athen's imperial ambitions against

the interests of Sparta. It was Sparta supported by Nicias, rather

than Alcibiades, who showed every indication of playing a double game.

Only by accepting that very prejudice we spoke of earlier could

we assume that Alcibiades opposed the peace and alliance with Sparta

mainly because he had been previously rebuffed. There were more than

The new treaty drawn up betweenenough sound reasons to oppose it.

Athens and Argos and her allies created an excellent defense against

and deterent to Spartan aggression. This defense attempted to

prevent what had been most ruinous to Athens in the years of the war:

the invasion and destruction of Attica.

For the first time in twelve years Alcibiades, by placing an

effective threat in the Peloponnesse, had brought territorial
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security to Athens. What is more, Alcibiad.es, by systematically

pursuing an alliance with Argos, had shifted the balance of power

away from Sparta to Athens. We cannot assume all this effort and

success the work of a quixotic and unbalanced tempermant. Everything

we have seen of Alcibiades' public career tends to contradict the

image of the private person.^4 Alcibiades, at least until the year

following the Peace of Nicias, shows us someone obedient to the laws

of the city, patriotic, consistent and capable of brilliance in his

grasp of foreign policy. In the years following his election as

Strategos in 420-419 B.C., Alcibiades continues to show this same

resoluteness, determination, and brilliance.



Epilogue

Alcibiades, like Athens, represented something both new and old

in the ancient world. A patrician by birth, Alcibiades tempered his

elitism with a pragmatic approach toward democracy. Educated in

values as traditional as Homer, he was nonetheless conversant with

the contemporary views of the sophists. Alcibiades blended the

parochial moral values of the city state with those more expressive

of Athens' new position as center of an empire. In his genius,

exuberance, valor, and lust for fame, Alcibiades pre-figures

Alexander the Great. By blending the new and the old within himself,

Alcibiades created a personality which reflected the aspirations of a

For those who supported his dynamic efforts, Alcibiadesyoung city.

represented not only Athenian hegemony on the peninsula of Hellas,

but control of the entire Mediterranean world as well.

To a greater extent than perhaps any other culture until our

own, Athens accepted the unique and the individual. Nonetheless,

there were limits to her tolerance and in Alcibiades she met those

Although accepting of his openly bisexual nature, itlimits.

disdained his effeminacy. Proud of Alcibiades' Olympic victories,

Athens was disturbed by his spendthrift extravagance. Although it

allowed for aristocratic pride and esteemed beauty, democratic Athens

was horrified by Alcibiades' seeming megalomania. As much as it

accepted sexual license, it abhorred its public display. The re may

have been a thin line delineating acceptable from unacceptable
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conduct in ancient Athens, but it was the fate of Alcibiades to cross

it.

Whatever the power of Alcibiades' personal charm, it would never

overcome the suspicions of the multitude against him. It was not for

what he actually wanted to do politically as what was feared he might

do that Athens held her affections from Alcibiades. His public

career was judged by his private life. It was never so much what

Alcibiades did as what he was suspected of, or thought capable of,

that brought about his ruin. Alcibiades tested the limits of

Athenian freedom as much as Athens tested the restraint of

Sadly for Athens as much as for Alcibiades, he wasAlcibiades.

The failure of Alcibiades mirrors the failure of thejudged wanting.

Athenian democracy itself. Young, daring, intelligent, full of

energy, and ambitious, Alcibiades, like Athens, lacked an underlying

purpose and clear sense of direction which would have sustained his

immense gifts.
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^Plutarch, Alcibiades 2. Xenephon, Memorabilia 1,2,14. Stephen
Usher, "Alcibiades and the Lost Empire" Historia, 21 (1971) 117.

7Plutarch, Al. 2.3.

8Ibid., 2.3.

^Werner Jaeger, Paideia 1,7.

IOh.I. Marrou, A History of Education in Antiquity, p. 11 The
author sums up the Homeric ideal by stating "there can be no doubt
that the Homeric hero
himself to be first in his category."

l^-Homer, Iliad 9. 443.

-^Plutarch, Alcibiades 16.3jl0.3. Plutarch mentions that because
Alcibiades stumbled over his words he spoke cautiously.

-*-8Xenephon, Memorabilia 1,2,16.

-^Plutarch, Al. 11.6.

l-^M.I. Finley, The World of Odysseus (New York, 1954) p. 123.

-*-8Plutarch, Al. 11.6.

-^R. Flaceliere, Love in Ancient Greece (New York, 1962) p. 64.
Hans LIcht, Sexual Life in Ancient Greece, (New York 1963) p. 183.

was really happy when he felt and proved• • •

^-8Lowes Dickinson, The Greek View of Life (New York, 1931) p.
The author points out that the Greeks of this period could142.

"scarcely believe in the beauty of the spirit unless it were
reflected in the beauty of the flesh."

l^Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, 6. 15.
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^Colin, W. Macleod, "Retoric and History (Thucydides VI,
16-18)" Quademi di Storia II (1975) p.42. The author states "the
suspicions against Alcibiades were the ultimate cause of Athen's
defeat."

^Plutarch, Alcibiades 1.1.

22Isocrates, Concerning the Team of Horses 3, 16, 28-29,
suggests that Alcibiades was taught under Pericles’ personal
supervision, but given what we know of Greek education, this is
highly unlikely and Isocrates' statement is the product of oratorical
exaggeration. Hatzfeld, Alciblade pp. 30-31, points out that in
accepting to become Alcibiades' guardian, Pericles is taking
responsibility for his material well being only.

23Alfred Zimmem, The Greek Commonwealth: Politics and Economics
in Fifth Century Athens (London 1961) p. 301.

24Ibid., 353.

23H.D.F. Kitto, The Greeks (Baltimore 1951) p. 37.

2^Plato, Alcibiades I, 106d.

27Ibid., 122b.

23Plutarch, Alcibiades 7. The assumption underlying this
anecdote is that Pericles was in financial trouble and provoked war
in order to divert attention from his mismanagement. See also A.A.
Burns, Pericles and Athens (London 1948) p. 172.

^Dermis Proctor, The Experience of Thucydides (Warminister
1980) pp. 62-67.

2^The most widely accepted view of its origins seems bo be that
it grew out of the military structure of the Dorian Tribes. See
Flaceliere, Love in Ancient Greece p. 67, Marrou, A History of
Education in Antiquity p. 27, H.Licht, Sexual Life in Ancient Greece
pp. 418, 441. Kenneth J. Dover, Greek Homosexuality (London 1978) p.
185, although accepting this assumption as plausible, questions the
evidence for drawing the conclusion that homosexuality was more
acceptable in states of Dorian origin.

31R. Flaceliere, Love in Ancient Greece p. 63, states
emphatically that there is "no trace of homosexuality in the Iliad or
the Odessy.” Marrou, A History of Education in Antiquity p. 27,
supports this contention. Their views are consistant with their
supposition that homosesuality was not prevalent in Greece before the
Dorian invasion. Kenneth Dover, Greek Homosexuality p. 197 feels
that the relationship between Patroklos and Achilles, so central to
the Illiad, is a homoerotic one. Licht, Sexual Life in Ancient
Greece pp 449-452 supports Dovers claim.
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32h.I. Marrou, A History of Education in Antiquity p. 51.

33piato, Republic 493a-492-493.

2^W.K.C. Guthrie, The Sophists (London, 1971) p. 21.

35xhe Athenian view that "might makes right" is clearly
expressed in Thucydides 5.85 to 5. 111. Hatzfeld, Alcibiade p. 47-5
states that Plato consciously associates Callicles with Alcibiades in
Georgias 484a. Theodor Gomprez, Greek Thinkers: A History of Ancient
Philosophy (London, 1949) 1, 437, supports this contention
emphatically.

36piutarch, Alcibiades 16.6.

27Thucydides, 84. 1. Macleod, "Rhetoric and History" pp. 39-65
stresses that Alcibiades rhetoric "illustrates the collapse of
traditional ethics." p.48.

28w.K.C. Guthrie, The History of Philosophy (Cambridge, 1969) 3,
291.

29piato, Symposium 216a.

^Kenneth j. Dover, Greek Homosexuality p. 52.

^^-Plato, Symposium pp. 184-185.

^2jean Hatzfeld, Alcibiade p. 52. The author believes this

story to be symbolic of the mutual failure of Socrates and
Alcibiades, for Socrates failed to seduce Alcibiades to the wisdom of
philosophy.

Chapter 3

■^•Edouard Delebeque, Thucydlde et Alcibiade (Aix-en-Provence
1965) p. 198. Puts Alcibiades' birth at 452/1 but gives no
explanation for doing so.

2piato, Alcibiades 103.

2piato, Symposium 220a, 220d.

^J. Hatzfeld, Alcibiade 62-4, raises the issue of whether
Alcibiades was part of the original contingent or sent as part of the
reinforcements.

^Plato, Symposium 221.

^Lysias, Against Alcibiades: For Deserting the Ranks 7, 8.
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7j. Hatzfeld, Alcibiade p. 60. The author points out that this
obedience to the laws of the city characterized Alcibiades' early on
and throughout his career.

8Andocides, Against Alcibiades 11. A.W. Gomme, A Historical
Commentary on Thucydides (Oxford 1945-70) 5.49. doubts the veracity
of Andocides’ statement because he feels it would make Alcibiades too

Charles Fuqua, "Possible Implications of the Ostracism ofyoung.

Hyperbolus," Transactions and Procedings of the American Philological
Association 96, (1965), pp. 173-4. Believes it possible that
Alcibiades was a member of the Commission and that his name lent

support to an unpopular cause and was a stepping stone to greater
political Involvement; this while doubting the general authenticity
of Andocides 4. Hatzfeld, Alcibiade pp. 68-9 supports the genuineness
of Andocides’ statement concerning Alcibiades’ involvement In the 10
man Commission

^Donald Kagan, Outbreak of the Peloponnesian War (New York 1969)
354. Points out that the tribute had to be raised after the

capture of the Spartans at Sphacteria because Athens' prestige was
high. At any other time the increase in tribute would have caused a
rebellion.

P-

10Ibid., Kagan states that Cleinas,' father of
Alcibiades, moved a decree dealing with the more honest and efficient
collection of taxes.

117.P*

If true, this would certainly indicate a
prestigous family tradition of wise city financial management, which
could only have reflected positively on Alcibiades and lends credence
to his appointment on the Revenue Commission of 425 B.C.

-'--'-George Grote, A History of Greece 4, 34

^Aristophanes, The Knights 577.

-'--^Plutarch, Alcibiades 5. Plato, Alcibiades I 104c. Socrates
stresses that Alcibiades was not held by the love of money.

14Ibid., 5.

-'--’Hatzfeld, Alcibiade pp. 71-73. I am indebted to the author for
this analysis.

-'-^Andocides, 1, 133-136. Tells a similar story whose point is
also to show Alccibiades’ opposition to the war profiteers.

l^Hatzfeld, Alcibiade p. 72, Arisophanes, The Knights 242.

l^Plutarch, Nicias 9,4.
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19k. Dover, Greek Homosexuality p. 92. Mentions that game birds
were common gifts of the eromenos to the erastes. Alcibiades, given
his age, could well have been going courting. It is of note that the
assembly's reaction to this obvious sign of homosexual conduct is
merely benign amusement. This incident is an excellent example of
Athenian toleration.

20see Plutarch, Alcibiades 35. for the story of Antiochus.

21This is certainly the view of Jacqueline De Romilly Thucydides
and Athenian Imperialism (New York 1963) p. 165. D. Kagan, The
Archedamaemian War p. 68. Adolf Holm, The History of Greece 4 Vols.
(New York 1902) 2,401.

22a.W. Gomme, Commentary 5,49.

23Aristophanes, Achamians 716, 676-718.

24piutarch, Nlcias 9,4.

2^Hatzfeld, Alcibiade pp. 136-7. The author states that at the
time of his banishment in 415, there is no mention of Alcibiades
owning land.

2^Lowell Edmunds, Chance and Intelligence in Thucidides (Mass.,
1975) p.87.

2?The exception would be the ostracism of Hyperbolus, but one
cannot help but feel that this was engineered by Alcibiades, not
Nicias.

28D. Kagan, The Archedaemian War p. 238. Points out that
unlimited Greek expansion, at least on the Greek mainland, was
Cleon's objective. Alcibiades' goal may well have been the world.

29Jacqueline DeRomilly, Thucydides and Athenian Imperialism p.
165. States that both Alcibiades and Cleon seemed to glorify in the
use of force.

^^Malcolm F. McGregor, "The Genius of Alcibiades” Phoenix 19
(1965) pp. 43-46.

23-D. Kagan, The Archedaemian War p. 356. Quotes Gommes as saying
that Thucydides is vague as to what Pericles' imperial policy was.
Kagan earlier implied that Pericles' handling of the war showed
inadequate and ill-considered planning. Grote, History 6,480. As
could be expected from a man with strong wig prejudices, argues very
forcibly and plausibly for the reasonableness of Cleon's imperial
policy. J. Hatzfeld, Alcibiade, although a sympathetic study, finds
Alcibiades'
Pericles.
that Thucydides called Alcibiades' management of war "excellent." See
Thucydides 6.15.4.

imperial policy haphazard compared with that of
Peter Pouncey, The Necessities of War p. 108 points out
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32d. Kagan, The Archedaemlan War pp. 360-61. Gives a positive
interpretation of Cleon's war policy, stating that Pericles had he
lived would have agreed with it. Bohimir Jordan, Classical Philology
80,1 (Jan. 80) pp. 94-8. His review of Kagan's work criticizes his
"Monday morning quarterbacking" and says that the "what should have
beens" are the basic flaw of the book. A.G. Woodhead, "Thucidydes'
Portrait of Cleon" Mnemosyne 13, 1960, pp. 289-313, believes that
Cleon wanted total victory and the destruction of Sparta. This would
not be true for Alcibiades.

Chapter 4

1Thucydides, 43.2 and Plutarch, Alcibiades 14.

^Peter R. Pouncey, The Necessities of War: A Study of
Thucydides' Pessimism. (New York 1980) p. 42.

-^Plutarch, Nicias 9,6.

^D. Kagan, Archadamian War, p. 238.

5Ibid, p. 352.

6Ibid, p. 360.

7Ibid, p. 360.

^See Thucydides 2,63,2 and 3,37,2 for examples. J. DeRomilly,
Thucydides and Athenian Imperialism, p. 165-6 has the same opinion of
Cleon's use of violence.

^J. DeRomilly, Thucydides and Athenian Imperialism, p. 193

Kagan, Archedaemlan War, p. 238.

-'--'-Thucydides, 2,65. Thucydides later altered this opinion and
credits Alcibiades with conducting the war most excellently.

-'-^These 120 full citizes represented approximately one-tenth of
the entire Spartan infantry.

-'--^Plutarch, Nicias, 7, tells us that Cleon rejected the Spartan
peace offer out of his personal hatred for Nicias.

-'-‘^F.E. Adcock, The Cambridge Ancient History, 5. 234, attributes
this sucess to Pericles and his policy.

15Ibid., 243.
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Grote, A History of Greece, 6, 479.

-^Ibid., 6, 459. Grote rejects Thucydides' judgement and states
that Cleon had rational grounds for retaking Amphipolis. The author
believes that Cleon was more successful in this campaign than
Thucydides asserts.

18Ibid., 6, 477.

-1-9Ibid., 6, 478. Grote believes that the death of Brasidas
converted Athenian defeat into victory.

28Adolf Holm, History of Greece, p. 385.

G. Grote, A History of Greece, 6, 459, believes that Cleon's
policy was not only more conformable to the genius of Pericles but
was also founded on a more accurate estimate of events than Nicias.

22Adolf Holm, History of Greece, p. 385, brings out the point
that Athenians attached more importance to personalities than
principles. Thus, the demos chose Cleon after Nicias and Aristides
after the aristocrat Cimon.

2%. Grote, A History of Greece, 7,
inferior Cleon.

2^Thucydides, 5, 43.

25piutarch, Alcibiades, 5, 43.

2&a.W. Gomme, Commentary, 4, 49.

27Dalemberg-Seraglio, Dictionnaire des Antiquitees, p. 733.

28Ibid., 733. The authors do not give a source for this
statement but point out that no matter how important the expenditure
of money, Athens appreciated purely political services above all.
Could this not be true of Sparta as well?

8, calls Hyperbolus an

29p. Kagan, The Archedaemian War, p. 341 and P. Pouncey, The
107.Necessities of War: A Study of Thucydides' Pessimism, P-

Plutarch, Al. 14.

88Thucydides, 6, 89, 2.

21j. DeRomilly, Thucydides and Athenian Imperialism, p. 198. G.
Grote, A History of Greece, 7, 46, says that Alcibiades was not only
taking care of the Spartan prisoners but advocated peace and alliance.
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-^Thucydides, 6, 89. G. Grote, A History of Greece, 7, 43,
claims that the Spartan insult was the only cause of Alcibiades'
revolution on his political course. Stephen Usher, "Alcibiades and
the Lost Empire," History Today, 21, (1971) 116-122. The author
believes that the most difficult question to answer is to what extent
Alcibiades’ policy towards Sparta was determined by vindictiveness
and to what extent it was determined by a rational assessment of the
situation, p. 117.

33Homer, Iliad, 1, 113-115.

-^Thucydides, 5, 43.

33Plutarch, Alcibiades 14.

3^G. Grote, A History of Greece, 7, 3. The author puts the blame
squarely on Nicias and the philo-Lacedaemonians. See also 7, 6.

3^Lowell Edmunds, Chance and Intelligence in Thucydides,
pp.86-7. Nicias sought peace as much out of self interest as
Alcibiades sought war. The author is discussing views held on the
eve of the Sicillian expedition but this holds equally true for the
quarrel over the Peace.

33Grote, History, 7, 42.

3^Adolf Holm, History of Greece, p. 401. The author, holding
Alcibiades the leader of the war party, believes that Alcibiades was
also trying to ingratiate himself with Sparta at the same time.

^Ojean Hatzfeld, Alcibiade, p. 80.

41Ibid., 81. The author points out that Alcibiades'
opposition to Nicias was in foreign rather than internal domestic
policy.

P*

43Malcolm F. McGregor, "The Genius of Alkibiades," Phoenix, 19,
1, (1965) p. 21. The thesis of McGregor's article is that Alcibiades
knew exactly at all times what he was doing.

43Plutarch, Alcibiades, 10. Alcibiades is assumed to be about 30
years old at this time.

44Ibid., spoken by Theophrastus.

43It is difficult to understand how Alcibiades could have

imagined that Sparta would have negotiated a treaty through a young
unknown who was pro-war over the older, trusted philo-Laconian
Nicias, unless we assume that his pride blinded him to the obvious.
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Chapter 5

^Adolf Holm, History of Greece, p. 400, believes that Sparta,
holding a scarcely veiled hostility towards Athens, was very much to
blame.

2G. Grote, History of Greece, 7,6, believes that in returning
the prisoners, Athens gave up her best card only to get a promise of
friendship. What's more, he blames Nicias and Alcibiades directly for
this.

^Thomas Kelly, "The Traditional Enmity between Sparta and Argos:
The Birth and Development of a Myth,” The American Historical Review,
75,4, (April 1970), 971-1003. This hostility according to the author,
did not begin until after 550 B.C. p. 972.

4Ibid. , 981.

5Ibid., 984.

^G. Grote, History of Greece, 7,7, believes that the treaty
would have failed on its own but that it led to the failure of the
Peace as well. Peter R. Pouncey, The Necessities of War,
asserts that the Peace did not bring peace because "the war had a
life of its own." The climate after the Peace was too insecure and

alignments of states too unstable for peace to last.

^Thucydides 5,43. It is to be wondered how Grote, History of
Greece,7,8, could say that Nicias and Alcibiades "concurred" with the
stipulation of the alliance which demanded the return of the Spartan
captives.

42,P*

^J. DeRomilly, 197 asserts that

Thucydides' text, (5,43,3) justifies Alcibiades' accusations against
Sparta. A.W. Gomme, Commentary on Thucydides, 5,41, says that Sparta
always wanted an alliance with Argos so as to re-start war against
Athens.

Athenian Impe rialism, P-

^P.A. Brunt, "Thucydides and Alcibiades,” Revue des Etudes
Greques, 55,59-96 (1952) 67-8, believes that Alcibiades' importance
in relation to the events that led to the Argive alliance was greatly
magnified by Thucydides.

■^G. Grote, A History of Greece, 7,48, states that the charge of
duplicity against the Lacedaemian character was often expressed. A.W.
Gomme, Commentary on Thucydides, 5,43, calls Spartan diplomacy "so
clearly double faced." Francois Ollier, Le Mirage Spartlate. pp. 68,
71, p. 75. Brings out the point that anti-Spartan feeling reached
their peak in Athens during the Peloponnisian War. The author also
states that we find in Euripides many instances of Spartans being
equated with dishonest, perfidious tricksters, as well as being
secretive and two-faced.
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11-Plutarch, Alcibiades, 14, calls it ”a deceitful trick” which
is not surprising from an historian whose primary motive is to draw
moral lessons. G. Grote, History of Greece, 7,48. This whole account
of Alcibiades is loaded with moral perjoratives.

•^W. Jaeger, Paideia, 1,22. The author, cautions that the Greeks
themselves, especially on the mainland, did not accept this Homeric
ideal without some objections.

-*-3Jean Hatzfeld, Alcibiade, 89. I am indebted in the following
pages to the author for his most penetrating analysis of the
tricking. A.W. Gomme, Commentary of Thucydides, 5, 51-52, admits
being in basic agreement with all major difficulties to Thucydides'
account which Hatzfeld raises.

l^Robert 3. Kebric, "Implications of Alcibiades' Relationship
with the Ephor Endius,” Historia, 25 (1976) pp. 249-252. The author
makes a very good case for believing that Endius and Alcibiades
worked to undermine their respective governments in order to augment
their personal political power. Jean Hatzfeld, Alcibiade,
allows for the possibility that Endius averted Alcibiades to the fact
that the Spartans had nothing to offer and that the "tricking”
consisted of nothing more than Alcibiades forcing the Spartans to
admit this fact in front of the whole assembly.

ISpiutarch, Alcibiades, 14.

l-^A. W. Gomme, Commentary on Thucydides, 5,52. Plutarch,
Alcibiades, 14, state the reasonableness of Spartan proposals in
order to make his case, but Gomme points out that neither Plutarch
nor Thucydides mention any proposals which would "meet Athens'
complaints." Hatzfeld, Alcibiade, 91, states that if these reasonable
proposals existed they certainly had no effect on the assembly.

I^g. Grote, History of Greece, 7,6, states that returning the
Spacterian prisoners shows how "powerfully the pacific and
acquiescent feelings" were in Athens.

3-8J. Hatzfeld, Alcibiade, 92, Thucydides, 5,35, does mention
that Sparta was willing to take up arms with Athens against Boeotia
and Corinth to redress Athens' grievences. G. Grote, History of
Greece, 7,10, asserts that Sparta's promises of helping Athens
redress unfullfilled commitments were only empty words.

1-9J. De Romilly, Thucydides and Athenian Imperialism, pp. 195-6,
199, sees the alliance with Argos as a continuation of Cleon's policy
and criticises Thucydides for stressing the role of Alcibiades'
ambition and "ignoring" objective reasons for forming alliance with
Argos. A. R. Bum, Pericles and Athens,
Alcibiades "misunderstood" Pericles' policy and thus deviated from it.

92,P-

237, claims thatP*
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20p. A. Brunt, "Thucydides and Alcibiades" p. 69, says that
Thucydides got the story "either from Alcibiades or from one of the
ambassadors." A. W. Gomme, Commentary, 7,52, believes that Thucydides
touched up the story to illustrate the qualities and defects of
Alcibiades. J. DeRomilly, Thucydides and Athenian Imperialism, 1.

21p. R. Pouncey, The Necessities of War, p. 116, mentions these
points of personal affinity but adds that "perhaps the most
attractive aspect of Alcibiades for the historian would be his
activism.”

Proctor, The Experience of Thucydides, pp. 43-45, says that
Thucydides became fascinated by Alcibiades in personal conference.
The author goes on to state that Alcibiades won a place in
Thucydides' heart reserved for Pericles, p. 57. W. Jaeger, Paideia,
1,489, notes that both Pericles and Alcibiades are catagorized by the
term "great leader."

2^A. W. Gomme, Commentary, 6,53, states that the entire chapter
dealing with the tricking of the Spartan envoys was re-written after
their encounter. P. R. Pouncey, The Necessetles of War, 110, points
out that the second half of Thucydides' history is devoted as much to
Alcibiades as the first half was to Pericles.

^^Robin Seager, "Alcibiades and the Charge of Aiming at
Tyranny", Historia, 16 (1967), 6-18. Stresses that appearances, not
deeds, condemned Alcibiades. "In all the accusations against
Alcibiades, no action or practical plan is attributed to him which
might have as its objective the establishment of tyranny." p. 15.
Silvain Brocberger, "Un Ajout Dans Le Discours D'Athenes D'Alcibiade:
Thucydide VI 16, 4-5," Etudes De Lettres 37-57, p. 48, states that it
was appearances which condemned Alcibiades. D. Proctor The Experience
of Thucydides, p. 67, brings out the point that it was the suspicions
against Alcibiades, not Alcibiades himself, which destroyed Athens.
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