A Favorite Pastime:
Disease and

Disinformation in the Cold
War

David M. Durant

East Carolina University
November 16, 2022




Introduction

A Charges, countecharges, allegations and disinformation
regarding disease and biological warfare were a substantial
part of the Cold War propaganda and information contest

A Precursor to current disinformation efforts RE: COAmand
other outbreaks

A Contributed to spread of medical misinformation
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Psychological Warfare vs.
Active Measures




Psychological Warfare (USA)

AGLAEOK2ft 23A0FKt 2LISNI GA2ya 2
possessions, for the purpose of (1) undermining the strength
of foreign instrumentalities, whether government,
organizations, or individuals, which are engaged In activities
AVAYAOILE (02 GKS !'YAGSR {daFd
foreign pollcy by influencing public oplnlon abroad in a
RANSOUAZY FF@2NrotS G2 0KS
202SO0ADSa&E PE

GhFFAOS 2F {LISOALI f h C’iE lntelligeyicd AgericyNd
March 29, 1948.

SourceForeign Relations of the United States, 184850, Emergence of the Intelligence Establishment



https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1945-50Intel

Psychological Warfare (USA)

AG5SQOSt2LIYSYd 2F LINPINFXYaEA RS
confidence among other peoples in our strength and
resolution, and to wage overt psychological warfare calculate

to encourage mass defections from Soviet allegiance and to
FNHZA OGN 6S O0KS YNBYfAY RSaAd

AGLYUGSYAATAOFGOAZ2Y 2F T FFANXE
2LISNF 0A2ya o0& O20SNI YSI ya
psychological warfare with a view to fomenting and
supporting unrest and revolt in selected strategic satellite

O2dzy i NA S & d¢

ab{/ cyY !'YAGSR {G1GSa hoaSOGAOSa
National Security Councipril 14, 1950.

Sourcehttps://irp.fas.org/offdocs/nsehst/nsc68-9.htm



https://irp.fas.org/offdocs/nsc-hst/nsc-68-9.htm

Psychological Warfare (USA)

A Used by US government to influence foreign public opinion
during the Cold War

A Employed both overt and covert means, including funding
media outlets, civil society groups, political interference,
propaganda, information outreach, and forgeries

A Covert psychological warfare began to be abandoned by late
1950s; turn towards primarily open and licit methods of
Influencing foreign opinion



Active Measures (USSR)

A Use of propaganda and disinformation to advance USSR
Interests, undermine adversaries

A USA main target during Cold War

At NPG2OlF GA2yaxkTlr{asS FyR YAaf
stories/forgeries/

A Influence target audience (public and decision makers)



Active Measures (USSR)

AG¢eKS USNXY 4a! OUAQS aSl ada2NbaQ
1950s to describe overt and covert techniques for influencing
events and behaviour in foreign countries. Disinformation
the intentional dissemination of false informati@ns just one

2F Ylyeée StSYSydga GKIFdG YIRS

Source: Cull, Nicholas VasilyGatoy PeterPomerantseyAnne Applebaum and Alist@hawcros® Sodiet Subversion,
Disinformation and Propaganda: How the West Fought Against it. An Analytic History, with Lessons for the Present: Rifial Rep
LSE Consulting, October 2017. P. 6



http://www.lse.ac.uk/business-and-consultancy/consulting/consulting-reports/soviet-subversion-disinformation-and-propaganda-how-the-west-fought-against-it

Active Measures (USSR)

Aa5STAYTF2NNI G&RAE
Intensified in late 1950s

A Centralized in 1959:
Department D of FMD

A Became Service A in
1962

AGCNI GSNYyIté& asn
participated (GDR; CZH,;
Cuba, etc.)

A Source hitp://documentstalk.com/wp/agayantsvan/



http://documentstalk.com/wp/agayants-ivan/

Active Measures (USSR)

A 350400 actions per year by 1965
A By 1985, Service A was spendingi$idllion per year

A Much of the KGB felt they were winning the struggle against
0KS dal Ay 9ySYeéé¢ dzLJ dzy At i



Active Measures (USSR)

AahdzNJ FNASYRA A
WRSTAYF2NNI (GanA
AY ' YSNAOL Olf
YSIFadz2NBazQ | yR
OFftft AO0 wWYyeée 7Tl

P i MR
P R s v meliven AR T
SRR EY DA

T Col. RolWagenbreth Director
of Department X, East German
foreign intelligence (HVA/X)

SourceSchoen, Fletcher and Christopher J. Lamb.
Deception, Disinformation, and Strategic Communications:
Source: Thomas Ridctive Measures: The Secret History of How C_)ne Interagency _Group Made a Mg|or leference
Disinformation and Political Warfar&lew York: Farrar, Straus and Washington, D.C.: National Defense University Press, 2012
Giroux, 2020. P. 195 P.8



http://purl.fdlp.gov/GPO/gpo60199

GCIl fas !t NXYYE
Allegations of Biological
Warfare in Korea




False Alarm

A During the Korean War
(195053), China, North
Korea, and the USSR
claimed that the United
States engaged In
widespread use of
biological warfare (BW)
In North Korea and
China

G/ KAYSaS LINZ2LI IFYyRFE LIadSNI FNRBY
Wareraxd I OOAY IS S@OSNB2yS> (G2 ONMz
G NFIFENB 2F ! YSBEAONYVIBSYIENRL £ A& YHE
WikipediaFound viawilson Center Digital

Archive

%Jb%ﬁ@ denied the
<o

harges



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:1950s_Chinese_propaganda_poster_against_American_biowarfare.jpg
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/collection/250/korean-war-biological-warfare-allegations

False Alarm

A Unit 731 Trial: Japanese BW
unit based in Manchuria
(193245)

A Guilty of horrific crimes
Involving BW (experiments
and use)

A US did not prosecute
leaders of 731

A Soviets prosecuted 12
members of 731 in 12/1949

A Soviets used trial to
embarrass US and Japan

X4

Sourcehttpé://munkschool.utoronto.ca/i/feature/unit73-medica#atrocitiesin-wartime

eastasia/


https://munkschool.utoronto.ca/ai/feature/unit-731-medical-atrocities-in-wartime-east-asia/

False Alarm

A Activities of Unit 731 would provide basis of many of the
Korean War BW accusations

A Two main waves of allegations: 1951, 1952



False Alarm

A June 1950: Korean War begins
A Oct-Nov. 1950: China openly intervenes

A JanApril 1951: Repeated Chinese references to Unit 731 and
alleged US BW preparations

A May 8, 1951: North Korean FM claims US forces left smallpox
behind in 12/19561/1951

A Allegations subsided after a few weeks



False Alarm

A February 22, 1952: North Korea and China begin coordinated
BW accusation campaign

A Alleged diseases included anthrax, plague, cholera

A US aircraft accused of dropping disedsaring insects,
spiders, and rodents over NK and NE China in hundreds of
missions

A Alleged methods in line with those used by Unit 731



False Alarm

A China and NK produced
GSOARSY OS¢ & dzC
leaflet bombs

A Captured US airmen publicly
G022y FSaasSRE (2
BW missions

A Two communissponsored
committees validated the
Chinese/NK charges

~ A A ~

AN LK 2F AYyFROHNSR ,Ft S|t 3,S.Rf & LIN.
it Saaninons 1 3 8 BBEd by Mao to mabilize

Chinese population

22
SRW



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1952-03_%E6%9C%9D%E9%B2%9C%E6%88%98%E4%BA%89%E7%BE%8E%E5%86%9B%E6%8A%95%E6%94%BE%E5%B8%A6%E6%9C%89%E7%BB%86%E8%8F%8C%E7%9A%84%E8%B7%B3%E8%9A%A4.png

False Alarm

A Charges soon echoed by USSR
A Embraced by radical European left and many in Third World
A Vehemently denied by US and most western scientists

A Issue gradually faded into obscurity with May 1953 armistice



False Alarm

A Archival documents and memoirs from China/USSR revealed
In 1990s that campaign of BW allegations was fraudulent

A Sparked by genuine fears, but continued for propaganda
purposes even after China and NK realized charges were fals



False Alarm

Gaé LISNRZ2YIfT lylrteara gl ay X
good season for conducting bacteriological war. When the
weather is cold the mobility of insects is weakened, and is not
O2YyRdzOAWGS (G2 o6 O0OSNALF NBLINER
epidemic of licaborne contagious diseases. All the houses in the
cities and towns had been burned down, and the common
people alllivedinaNJ AR & KS{t 0§ SNA X dh dzNJ L
iInvestigation still could not prove that the U.S. military carried
2dz0 o OGSNAR2f 23A0If G NFI NB o

-Wu Zhili, Head of Chinese military medical services in Korea, writing in 1997
G¢KS . FTOGSNRA2t23A0It£2FENI 2T MppH A

Source: Wilson Center Digital Archiviesp://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/123080



http://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/123080

False Alarm

A "The Soviet Government and the Central Committee of the
CPSU were misled. The spread in the press of information
about the use by the Americans of bacteriological weapons i
Korea was based on false information. The accusations agai
0KS ' YSNAOlFIya oSNB FAOGAUGA?Z

GwSazftdziazy 2F 0KS t NBAARAdzY 27F
to the Ambassador of the USSR in the PRC, V.V. Kuznetsov and to the Cha
RQ TFIFANBa F2NJ OKS !'f§{awl ayHUEKSDOpPp O ¢

Source: Wilson Center Digital Archiviegp://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/112030



http://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/112030

Charges and
Countercharges




Charges and Countercharges

A Main US allegations
Include:

-April 1979 Sverdlovsk
anthrax outbreak (true)
€ Stft26 wl A\
Soviet use of mycotoxin
BW in SE Asia and
Afghanistan (likely false)
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Gate of Compound 19, Soviet anthrax production facility in Sverdlovsk, now -General al Iegatlons of
YekaterinburgSource: J. Guillemidnthrax: The Investigation of a Deadly

Outbreak, Berkeley: 2001. SOV|et BW Convent|0n
violations (true)



Charges and Countercharges

An illustration of U.S. biological weapons that did not exist, in Literaturnaya
Gazeta, Moscow, February 1982 (Literaturnaya Gazeta)

Source: Thomas Ridctive Measures: The Secret History of Disinformation and
Political Warfare New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2020. P. 299

A Soviet allegations include:

Disease outbreaks In
Soviet bloc nations resul
of US BW

A EX: 1981 Dengue Fever i
Cuba

USfunded biological
research for nefarious
BW activity

A EX: 1982 Lahore Pakistar
lab claims

Both sets of claims were
disinfo



Operation Denver: AIDS,
the KGB, and the Stasi
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Bupyc CIIHI, Tsxenol GojeaHH, oT KOTOPOH MoKa He HaHnpe

(H3 ruer).ql

CPEUCTH JEeYEeHHA, M0 MHEHHN HEKOTOPBIX J3anagHbIX YYeHRIX,

cosnan B nadoparopusx Tfenrarosa.

Operation Denver
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Nenrteromoscxne CMUAAuwanucrei.

Pucynox Jl. Araess.

A During the mid1980s, the
KGB and its eastern Europea
partners mounted a major
active measures campaign to
convince the world that AIDS
was created in a US
government lab at Ft. Detrick,
MD

Cartoon published in Pravda,

October 31, 1986, alleging that

AIDS was the work of American

biological warfare researchers.

Reproduced in: Geissler, Erhard

and Robert Hunt Sprinkle.
G5AAAYTF2NXYIGA2Y {ljdzZ NBRY 21 a
the HI\(from-FortDetrick

ae UK I { ilPalitics{ dzOOS&aaKée
and the Life Sciences: The

Journal of the Association for

Politics and the Life Scien@s

2 (2013): 299. P.27.

DOI:10.2990/32_2 2



Operation Denver

A Conspiracy theories regarding AIDS were already circulating
by 1983

A July 16, 1983: KGB article in Indian newspaper Patriot

A September 7, 1985: KGB notifies Bulgarian state of new acti
measures campaign regarding AIDS

A October 30, 198%:iteraturnayaD I | S LJdzo f A & K
0KS 2S3a0¢



Operation Denver

AWw2S | NBE O2yRdzOGAY3 | ASNASa
connection with the appearance in recent years in the USA c
I yS¢é YR RFEYISNRPdzA& RA&SE &S
Syndrome;! L5{ ¢ X | YR A {(i-8calgispréad 6 |;
other countries, including those in Western Europe. The goa
of these measures is to create a favorable opinion for us
abroad that this disease is the result of secret experiments
with a new type of biological weapon by the secret services ¢
0KS '{! FTYR 0KS tSydal3z2y (K

T Telegram from KGB to Bulgarian State Security, September 7

1985.

Source: Selvage, Douglas and Christoptediringh LISNJ A2y G5SY@PSNEY YD. | YR
regarding AIDSSources and Methods Blog, Woodrow Wilson Center, July 22, 2019.



https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/operation-denver-kgb-and-stasi-disinformation-regarding-aids

Operation Denver

A Aug/Sept 1986: AIDS: Not Out
of Africa distributed at NAM
Conference

A Jakob and Lilli Segal

A Enabled and facilitated by
HVA/X

A HVA/X played major role
working with KGB and
Bulgarians

A Dubbed Operation Denver in

Dr. Jakob Segal (191995.)Image via Wikipedia:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Jakob_Segal.jpg J UIy 1986



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Jakob_Segal.jpg

Operation Denver

Ada2AGK GKS 321t 2F SELRAa&AAY3
from the research, production, and use of biological weapon:
and also in order to strengthen amdimerican sentiments in
the world and to spark domestic political controversies in the
USA, the GDR side will present you with a scientific study ar
other materials that prove that AIDS originated in the USA,
y2i0 Ay !PTFNARAOFE YR GKFG 1'L5
bioweapons researche

T Telegram from HVA/X to Bulgarian State Security, Septembel
3, 1986.

Source: Quoteth Selvage, DouglaB.LISNJ A2y a5SY@SNEY ¢KS 91 ad DSNY
KGB's AIDS Disinformation Campaign, 2886 (Part 1). Journal of Cold War Studies 2019; 21 (@)231
DOI: 10.1162/jcws_a_00907



Operation Denver

A October 26, 1986: Sunday Express (UK) published AIDS arti
t SFyAy3 KSH@Af& 2y {83t Qa

A October 311zvestiyacartoon

A By end of March 1987, Soviet press produced 12 articles an
as many radio broadcasts repeating Detrick disinformation

A Claims continued to spread through developing world,
alternative, and even into mainstream western media

A March 30, 1987: Publicized on CBS Evening News



Operation Denver

A US strongly pushed back against AIDS campaign
A October 23, 1987: George Shultz confronts Gorbachev

A October 30izvestiygpublishes article by two Soviet scientists
disputing Detrick thesis

A Operation Denver largely discontinued at this point

At NOHfé NBLXI OSR o6& aol oe LI



Postscript: The Legacy of Cold
War Medical Disinformation




Postscript

A Operation Denver fostered a legacy of distrust of official
medical knowledge and authorities still with us today

A AIDS conspiracy theories still circulate; gateway for other suc
theories

A PostSoviet Russia continues to pursue active measures,
Including on disease and medical research topics

A Pushing conspiracy theories regarding Ebola, HIN1,
COVID/COVID vaccines

A Targeting USunded biolabs in former Soviet states






