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Objective To share reparative cataloging projects we are 

currently undertaking to improve the 

respectfulness of our metadata.



Introduction

ROOTS MOTIVATIONS ACTIONS



Replacing offensive terms

Change the Subject. (2019). 
Dartmouth Library. 
https://www.library.dartmo
uth.edu/digital/digital-
collections/change-the-
subject.  

https://www.library.dartmouth.edu/digital/digital-collections/change-the-subject
https://www.library.dartmouth.edu/digital/digital-collections/change-the-subject
https://www.library.dartmouth.edu/digital/digital-collections/change-the-subject
https://www.library.dartmouth.edu/digital/digital-collections/change-the-subject


Replacing offensive terms

Library of Congress Us

Illegal aliens Undocumented immigrants

Women illegal aliens Women undocumented immigrants

Children of illegal aliens Children of undocumented immigrants

Illegal alien children Undocumented immigrant children

Illegal aliens in literature Undocumented immigrants in literature

Alien detention centers Immigrant detention centers

Based on terms in appendix of: Fox, V., Bennyhoff, N., George, K., Grant, E., Gross, 
T., Kellett, C., Kirkland, A., Jurgemeyer, K., Perera, T., Pettitt, K., Piascik, J., 
Robinson, L., & Tomaras, D. (2020). Report of the SAC Working Group on 
Alternatives to LCSH “Illegal aliens” [Report]. Subject Analysis Committee. 
https://alair.ala.org/handle/11213/14582

https://alair.ala.org/handle/11213/14582


Behind the 
scenes
◦ 650 \9 Undocumented 

immigrants |zUnited 

States. |2locallc

◦ 934 \0 Illegal aliens 

|zUnited States. |5LCSH 

deprecated locally

◦ Used MarcEdit to make 

the changes

https://librarycatalog.ecu.edu/catalog/5089952

https://marcedit.reeset.net/
https://librarycatalog.ecu.edu/catalog/5089952


Good news?

American Library Association (2021, November 12). ALA Welcomes Removal of Offensive ‘Illegal aliens’ Subject Headings. ALA Member 

News. https://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2021/11/ala-welcomes-removal-offensive-illegal-aliens-subject-headings

Fox, V. [@violetbfox]. (2021, November 12). Ok folks. This isn't over [Tweet]. Twitter. 

https://twitter.com/violetbfox/status/1459255796261347328

https://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2021/11/ala-welcomes-removal-offensive-illegal-aliens-subject-headings
https://twitter.com/violetbfox
https://twitter.com/violetbfox/status/1459255796261347328


Enhancing Records

◦ Retrospectively applying new Library of Congress Subject Headings: https://classweb.org/approved-subjects/

◦ Our process:

◦ Search heading in OCLC WorldCat

◦ Search subject heading and titles (650 & 245 fields)

◦ Analyze record found

◦ Review titles, content notes, and current subject headings (245, 505, 520, and 650 fields)

◦ Add heading

◦ Update WorldCat and local catalog record

Heading Possible Search Explanation

Racism in 

criminal justice 

administration

Su: Racism in 

criminal justice 

administration and 

li:ERE

Keyword 

searching words 

in the subject 

headings and 

limiting to our 

holdings

https://classweb.org/approved-subjects/


Enhancing Records: contd.

◦ Challenges

◦ Scope of subject heading

◦ Attempt different combinations

◦ Try outdated terminology

◦ Leave out articles or prepositions

◦ Watch out for punctuation

◦ Example: Racism against indigenous peoples

◦ PCC records (042 field)

◦ Other exceptions

◦ Cooperative catalogs

Possible searches Results

ti:Racism against indigenous 

peoples and li:ERE

2

ti:indigenous su:racism li:ERE 0

ti:indian su:discrimination li:ERE 40

ti:native su:racism li:ERE 34

ti:racism su:indian li:ERE 6



Enhancing Records: 
contd.

◦ Alternative Methods

◦ Patron feedback

◦ Beyond WorldCat

◦ Relevant Blogs

◦ Summaries & Reviews

Photo by Joe Ciciarelli on Unsplash

https://lgbtqreads.com/2016/10/21/fave-

five-lgbtq-ya-superhero-novels/

https://unsplash.com/@claritycontrol?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://lgbtqreads.com/2016/10/21/fave-five-lgbtq-ya-superhero-novels/
https://lgbtqreads.com/2016/10/21/fave-five-lgbtq-ya-superhero-novels/


Did They Stick?

◦ Automated subject heading changes

Look at the whole system!



Applying New 

Vocabularies
“The Homosaurus is an 
international linked data 
vocabulary of Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer 
(LGBTQ) terms. This vocabulary 
is intended to function as a 
companion to broad subject term 
vocabularies, such as the Library 
of Congress Subject Headings. 
Libraries, archives, museums, and 
other institutions are encouraged 
to use the Homosaurus to 
support LGBTQ research by 
enhancing the discoverability of 
their LGBTQ resources.”

https://homosaurus.org/

https://homosaurus.org/


Homosaurus 
terms
◦ Children of bisexual 

people

◦ Children of gay men

◦ Bisexual parents (also 

LCSH)

◦ Gay parents (also LCSH)

https://librarycatalog.ecu.edu/catalog/3291435

https://librarycatalog.ecu.edu/catalog/3291435


Homosaurus 
terms
◦ Anti-transgender violence

◦ Transgender youth (also 

LCSH)

◦ Coming out (also LCSH, 

with qualifier Sexual 

orientation)

https://librarycatalog.ecu.edu/catalog/3290288

650 \7 Anti-transgender violence. 

|2homoit

https://librarycatalog.ecu.edu/catalog/3290288


A Respectful Shift

◦Updating cutter numbers

◦ Shift from .N to .B
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