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Hurricane Irene Track Forecast 



Hurricane Irene Track Forecast 



Å Represents the probable track of 
the center of the tropical cyclone. 
 

Å Formed by connecting circles 
centered on each forecast point 
(at 12, 24, 36 h, etc.) 
 

Å Size of the circles determined so 
that the actual storm position 
will be within the circle 2 out of 3 
times, based on NHC statistics 
from the previous 5 hurricane 
seasons 

 

Å It is important to remember that 
the center of the storm will 
remain entirely within the cone 
only about 60 ς 70% of the time 

Interpreting the Cone 



The cone only depicts probable track of the 
center of the tropical cyclone. 

Å It says nothing about wind impacts 
 
Å It says nothing about storm surge impacts 
 
Å It says nothing about rainfall and/or flooding 

impacts 
 
Å It says nothing about tornado impacts 
 
Å It says nothing about rip currents and waves 

Interpreting the Cone 



Tropical Impact Graphics 

Å These graphical impact graphics become available when an area is 
placed under a tropical storm or hurricane watch or warning (typically 
36 to 48 hours in advance of landfall.) 



Tornado Impact Graphics 



Tornado Impacts 

ωColumbia, NC 
ωEF Scale Rating - EF2 
ωEstimated Max Winds ς 130 
mph 
ωMaximum Width ς 50 yards 
ωPath Length ς 0.5 miles 

ωCresswell, NC 
ωEF Scale Rating ς EF1 
ωEstimated Max Winds ς 110 
mph 
ωMaximum Width ς 50 yards 
ωPath Length ς 0.5 miles 

ωBelhaven, NC 
ωEF Scale Rating ς EF1 
ωEstimated Max Winds ς 105 
mph 
ωMaximum Width ς 75 yards 
ωPath Length ς 4.40 miles 

 



Inland Flooding Impact Graphics 



Heavy Rainfall Impacts 



24 hours prior to landfall ς projection of 115 MPH hurricane 

Wind Impact Graphics 



Wind Observations 


