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Richard Neil Mannesto. SUBMERGED CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY
OF WHITEFISH POINT, MICHIGAN. (Uﬂder the direction of
Gordon Watts) Department of History, Maritime History and
Nautical Archaeology, April 1993,

This multi—aisciplinary study incorporates history,
anthropology and archaeclogy to interpret the submerged
cultural resources of Whitefish Point, Michigan. Since the
author used several different methods of interpretation, the
total knowledge about Whitefish Point and its submerged
sites is greater than the data gained by each discipline
separately.

Confirmed occupation of Whitefish Point dates to the
Woodland period. In 1968, Donald Janzen published The
Naomikong Point Site and the Dimensicns of Laurel in the
Lake Superior in the Lake Superior Region. The submerged
site revealed artifacts indicating Middle to Late Woodland
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around Whitefish Point, hence its name Graveyard of the
Great Lakes.

The Great Lakes Shipwreck Historical Society (hereafter
GLSHS) was formed by a group of divers in 1978 and is
dedicated to locating, documenting, and preserving those
shipwrecks. Unfortunately, artifacts associated with the
wrecks are being removed by divers before documentation can
be accomplished. Laws enacted by the state of Michigan are
difficult to enforce due to a limited state budget. This
thesis represents an effort to support the GLSHS's
objectives through historical and archaeological research.

A preliminary survey of shipwrecks conducted during the
summer of 1992 in the Whitefish Point vicinity facilitated
the effort. The GLSHS employed side-scan sonar, along with
a magnetometer to locate significant shipwrecks. Historical
and literature research has been used to develop a
historical background that can be used to interpret the

archasclogical record.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Whitefish Point on the southeéstern shore of Lake
Superior has been described for decades as the graveyard of
the Great Lakes. Jutting out into Lake Superior, the point
forms an almost separate body of water, éreating an obstacle
that vessels continue to evade. Whitefish Point’s
significance relates directly to the area’s maritime
activities.

The first Native American paddling a birch bark canoe
along the lee shore, away from prevailing northwest winds,
established the relationship between Whitefish Point and
maritime risk. Inevitably, the combined forces of nature,

human error and increased commercial activity produced

shipwrecks. There are numerous shipwrecks in the Whitefish
Point area. These are impcrtant nonrenewable cultural
resources. Thay need to be identified and assessed so that
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examined, time and resources available have to be

considered. A survey strategy has to be flexible. A
decision whether to collect material or merely examine for
its associations and context must be made.‘

Underwater archaeological investigation is generally
defined by three levels of research intensity. The first
level of research has been identified as a Phase I
reconnaissance. A Phase II investigation consists of a more
detailed investigation generally designed to assess the
nature and scope of the archasological record and assess
site significance.

The most complex level of research is Phase III
investigation. That involves data recovery by comprehensive
excavation. This investigation of submerged cultural
resources associated with Whitefish Point can be

characterized as Phase I recconnaissance and Phase II site
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research carried out in conjunction with the survey
confirmed that archaeological sites in the Whitefish Point
Underwater Preserve could include.both inundated prehistoric
and historic sites, randomly deposited debris and shipwreck
remains.

After location, the next step is assessing size, type

and layout of the site. "These are crucial factors for

archaeologists, not only for those trying to decide whether,

where, and how to excavate, but also for those whose main

focus may be the study of settlement patterns, site systems,

and landscape archaeology without recourse to excavation. "
Some sites are more significant than others. Regarding
vessels it is essential to link internaticnal, national,
regional or local historic contexts. It is necessary to
establish and define the vessel’s participation in
historical events. Changes in design, alterations to the
-

hull or systems have to be addressed in the

®}
]
]
ko)
ot
[
4]
]
O
3

- o N . oy — -
evaruaticn of historic
+ I T emaes Y x
Lo oappliicacie, a v
o SE D eempde 4y J
significant indiwva
masters, orificers, ¢ rs,
alm~i A e i1 ariiaand Avi Soag +¥s) e
SNould pe discussed., AY agsgsessmen
¢ T b . ¢ p -~
v 21 elation t« L 1 orope
T v o ~T e @- ! T o
T ole = sl I <
: - . T . o 4 E
S she & axample © LY DE
o o : PR I O I F .
of si1 ; shiould be derived from




4

primary sources and scholarly secondary historical
assessments.’

For the purpose of this research shipwreck and vessel
significance was determined by the criterion established to
assess eligibility for inclusion in the National Register of

Historic Places. According to the guidelines for Nominating

Historic Vessels and Shipwrecks to the National Register of
Historic Places identified in National Register Bulletin
§ 5 #20, significant is a factor of four major considerations.

The site must:

A. be associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history; or

B. be associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past; or

- C. embody the distinctive characteristic of a

- type, period, or method of constructicn, or

- that represent the work of a master, or that

1 possess high artistic values, or that represent

‘ a significant and distinguishable entity whose

components may lack individual distinction; or
D. have yielded, or may be likely to vield,
infermation impertant in prehistory or
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provides an opportunity to develop a “"data base for soclving
broader social questions about the past."® By using

several similar methods simultaneéusly to study a particular
data base, "the total knowledge about that data set is
greater than the knowledge gained by each procedure
separately. "

Europeans explored the area around Whitefish Point in
the early seventeenth century. European demand for spices
and valuable metals encouraged explorers to seek alternative
routes to the Far East. Navigation around the Cape of Good
Hope was expensive and time consuming. The Great Lakes
appeared to offer Europeans a passage that conceivably could
link eastern markets to Eurcpean consumers. Traffic on the
lakes increased dramatically as Europeans searched for a
western route to the Far East.

Although European explorers failed to discover a

Northwest Passage to the Far East, they found sesmingly
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Participation in the fur trade escalated during the
late-seventeenth century. The cdﬁpetition for the lucrative
fur trade intensified rivalries between the colonial powers
France and England and led to a century of strained
relations and war. The development of Britain’s American
colonies also intensified fur trade competition.

Eventually, commercial fishing replaced beaver as the
region’s chief marketable resource. Whitefish Point’s
maritime activities were further expanded with the discovery
of usable metals. Immense deposits of copper and iron ore
were discovered along the shoreline of Lake Superior in the
1840s. The growth of the iron ore industry produced a
dramatic increase in local populations.

The loss of ships is directly affected by the same
factors that have historically affected how commodities are

produced, transported, and distributed. Therefore, one must
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% i excessive that regular service was financially
prohibitive.”? The canal dramatically decreased the cost of
transportation and new markets beéan to develop. Increased
markets for iron ore, lumber, coal and agricultural products
created new demands on shipping. The variety and number of
vessels increased as ports, canals and railroad links led to
the development of new transportation centers.

The study of the submerged cultural resources of
Whitefish Point provides an cpportunity to document Great
Lakes’s ship development and trade patterns. A multi-

disciplinary approach allows researchers to compare

historical analysis with anthropological thecry in an effort
to discover patterns concerning maritime lifeways and
shipping evident in the archaeological record.

The research design of this project was intended to
provide a historical, anthropological and archaeological

literature search and a Phase 1 cultural resource survey




Lake Superior elements (Figure 25%). The second area
consisted of fourteen square miles and was located north of
Whitefish Point. That area was identified through
historical research as the general location of the loss of
the schooner Frank Perew. The specific objectives of
research were:

A. To locate and identify shipwrecks sites in the
Whitefish Point anchorage.

B. To locate and identify the remains of the
schooner Frank Perew.

C. To locate and identify inundated prehistoric
and historic sites.

D. To locate and identify randomly deposited
cultural material.

E. To identify primary considerations for a
submerged cultural resource management plan.

F. To attempt to use remote-sensing data as a tool
for middle-range theory building associated
with the submerged cultural resources in the
Whitefish Point Underwater Preserve.

“Constructing a correlation of remote-sensing signatures
should be viewed as middie-range theory building in
archaeclogy, which is another way of assigning meaning to

our empirical observabtions.®’
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Stonehouse’s Lake Superior’s "Shipwreck Ccast" provided
historical accounts for several sites. Diving on the sites
provided the author with firsthaﬁa experience in Phase 1
survey techniques. The resultant data will aid the Great
Lakes Shipwreck Historical Society in the development of a

cultural resource management program.
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Chapter 2
Location and Native Inhabitantg of Lake Superior
Often, the first feature recoénized by orbiting

astronauts when passing over North American is the Great

Lakes basin (See Figure 1).'° Lake Superior is not only
the largest of the lakes, but also the largest body of fresh

- water in the United States with a surface area of nearly

32,000 square miles. The lake is 350 miles long and 150
miles across at its widest part. Lake Superior is 600 feet

above sea level and the depth reaches 1,333 feet.

Temperatures in the lake range from approximately 67 degrees
Fahrenheit in late summer to 34 degrees Fahrenheit in the

winter .-t

Whitefish Point extends out into Lake Superior almost

far enough to meke vhitefish Bay a separate lake (See Figure

2). The peninsula is a turning peint for any vessel
- entering or leaving Lake Superior. The point provides
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Prehistory

The natives referred to the wéters of Lake Superior as
"Kitchigami, superior to all other bodies of water, the
source, fountainhead of the other lakes, the widest and
deepest of them, the oniy home of the choicest fish, the
Atikameg, or Whitefish."!®> The point was named for the
abundant whitefish (coregonus clupeaformis) population.

There are few prehistoric sites on Whitefish Point.
Most have been washed away by the turbulent waves and
drifting sand of a dynamic coastline. Analysis of the
earliest artifacts (Laurel ceramics) from Naomikong Point
indicates Middle Woodland occupation.’ The Naomikong
Point site, excavated in 1966-67, proved to be "cne of the
most significant sites in the upper Great Lakes of the
Middle Woodland culture (200 B. C. to A. D. 800)."® The

assemblage of Laurel ceramics along the southern shore of
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culture and demonstrates a greater range of occupation

once thought (See Figure 3).1%°
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15
Native Americans occupied seasonal hunting and fishing
grounds along the southern shore of Lake Superior.

The Late Woodland period in this region
represented a shift toward a more coastal oriented
settlement and subsistence scheme. It is
hypothesized that the shift in subsistence pattern
ccurred with the development of the new fishing
technology (gillnetting) and a concomitant change
in the social organization and settlement
pattern.

Chippewa, the first documented inhabitants of the
region, were highly adapted to water.!® Chippewa impressed
early fur traders. Peter Grant, a trader for the North West
Fur Company, drafted a portrait of the Chippewa in 1804:

Well proportioned, though inclining to a slender
make which would indicate more agility than
strength. Their complexion is a whitish cast of
the copper colour, their hair black, long,
straight and of a very strong texture, the point
of the nose rather flat, and certain fullness in
the lips, but not sufficient to spoil the
appearance of the mouth. The teeth, of a
beautiful ivory white, are regular, well set and
seldom fail them even in the most advanced period
of life; their cheeks are high and rather
prominent, their eves black and lively, their

countenance 1s generally pleabaﬁt and the
symmetry of thair features 1s such as to
constitute what can bs called nandsome fazes.
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Chippewa utilized the canoe to hunt the shores and to

catch their primary food, whitefish.‘! Their canoces were
built using cedar ribs covered wiﬁh birch bark. They sealed
the seams with pine gum and split root threads known as
"‘wattap." This was an art at which the Chippewa

excelled.??

Whitefish, herring, lake trout, sturgeon, pike and perch
were abundant. Chippewa used hook and line, spearing, weirs
(fences set irn a stream) and gill nets to catch fish.®
Chippewa supplemented their diet of whitefish by hunting and
gardening. Deer, bear, beaver, squirrels, partridge, ducks,
geese and other animals were sources of meat and fur.
Chippewa also picked berries, herbal plants, wild rice and
tapped maple trees for syrup. Small gardens included corn,

pumpkirs and potatoes.®

Seasonal settlement patterns were nomadic. Spring
brought maple sap and spawning fish.- Maprle svrup was
collected by drilling heles into maple trees and catching
SYrup in puckets mace of birch bark Henry Fows
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Schoolcraft, a mineralogist, toured Lake Superior and
observed a Chippewa sturgecn fishery in 1820. The natives
built a weir extending from bank to bank with a small
opening for fish and canoces to move upstream.

This weir 1is constructed of saplings and small

trees, sharpened and drove into the clayey bottom

of the river, with an inclination down stream, and

supported by crotched stakes bracing against the

current. The sturgecons are caught with an iron

hook, fixed at the end of a long slender pole,

The number of sturgeons caught at this place is

astonishing, and the Indians rely almost entirely

upon this fishery for a subsistence.?®
Summer camps were located on well-drained soil. This
allowed gardening near hunting and fishing grounds. Winter
was usually spent hunting, trapping and ice fishing.?’

Ethnographic evidence suggests that Chippewa were self-

sufficient and family-centered people tied to the rhythms of

changing seasons. Chippewa religion was based on animism,

reflecting their close ties with nature. The Jesuit Father

Allouez cha

N
o4
0
(t

erized their religion:

The 3Zavag regions recognize no
sovereign Heaven and Earth, but believs
CHELE ars v 3pirits - some of whom are
beneficent, as che Sun, the Moon, the Laks=,
Rivers, and Woods; others malevolent, as the

: adder, the dragon, z0ld. and storms And, in

Ty T
.Lfcﬂ/éh,c,

jap ‘
Extendi;




18

general, whatever seems to them either helpful or
hurtful, they call a Manitou, and pay it the
worship and veneration whlch we render only to the
true God.

Chippewa offered gifts to the spirits in hopes of a
successful hunt. After death, the Chippewa believed that
the individual spirit followed a path leading westward.
Fulfillment of all desires awaited at journey’s end.-’

- Chippewa lived in dome-shaped wigwams built with peeled
‘ ironwood poles placed in the ground in circular fashion.
Poles were tied together with green basswood fibers and bark
strips were laced to the structure. A deer or bear hide
covered the doorway; hides were also used for sleeping
blankets. An open fireplace heated and lit the wigwam. The
covering was rolled and carried o new campsites with the
changing seasons.®

During the winter months, women wove fishnets and mats

or made clothing from tanned hides or skins. Men, when not

| . ; . .
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Storytelling and singing were favorite pastimes.
Schoolcraft’s recollections of Chippewa culture provides a
rare look at Chippewa lifeways. véchoolcraft's work formed
the basis for Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s epic tale "The
Song of Hiawatha."’? "Chippewa songs [were] alive with the
warm red blood of human nature. Music is one of the
greatest plieasures of the Chippewa. Every phase of life is
expressed in music."??

Historical and anthropological data provides a clearer
understanding of Chippewa culture. The Chippewa still live
around the eastern end of Lake Superior. Fishing remains
the livelihood for many Chippewa. Ethnographic research
into cance construction or oral traditions will advance our
knowledge of Chippewa maritime activity. "All sherds--
ceramic, literary and religious--are only remnants, pieces
cf tern cloth, broken vessels, mare shadows of whole
ulture. They can only be given new life when they are

a3




Chapter 3

European Settlement

Recent History

Lake Superior was discovered by Europeans in their quest
to find alternative routes to China. Chippewa life was
inevitably changed as European‘trade and settlement altered
the cultural landscape of northeast Michigan. The Chippewa
eagerly bartered furs for European wares.

Entiene Brule (ca. 1620), a translator working for
Samuel de Champlain, governcr of New France, was the first
European to reach Lake Superior and Whitefish Point. Brule
left no written record of his own, but related his travels
to the Jesuit missiocnary Sagard. "The interpreter, Brule,*®
wrote Sagard, "assured us that beyond the Freshwater Sea
(Lake Huron] there was another very large lake which empties
into it by a waterfall, which has been called ‘Saut de
Caston’ {Gaston Falls], of a width cf almost two leagues;
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21
Radisson wrote: "we went along the coasts, which are most
delightful and wondrous, for it’s nature that made it so
pleasant to the eye, the spirit aﬁd the belly."’® The two
traders returned to New France with an enormous quantity of
furs from the Lake Superior region. Their cargo, however,
was confiscated by the French governor.’’

Radisson and Groseilliers defected from France to
England. They helped set up the Hudson’s Bay Company in
1670. The two traders’ success encouraged other traders,
explorers and missionaries to emigrate to the shores of Lake
Superior.’®

Father Jean Claude Allouez reached Lake Superior in 1665
and sailed the southern shore to Chequamegon Bay. In the
Jesuit Relations (missionary reports) of 1666-7, Allouez
described Lake Tracy (Superior), which he renamed in honor
of the Marquis de Tracy:

this lake is nearly th
ore being much curved

aight. Fish are abund
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pure that objects at the bottom can be seen to a
depth of six basses [about 30 feet].*

The pursuit of gold, spices and precious gems brought
thousands of Europeans to North America. They found their

wealth in the fur trade, which dominated the economy of New

France and changed the life of the Chippewa.*’

The beaver pelt was used as money and could be traded
for knifes, kettles, axes, blankets, firearms and other
European goods. The beaver’s dense, soft fur made exqguisite
felt hats which became a status symbol of the wealthy.*

The French were the first to dominate the beaver trade.

"From its inception, the French policy of trade was

monopolistic in character. "*
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In 1670, the Hudson'’'s Bay Company received English
rights to trade in Hudson Bay’'s drainage basin.® Pressing
south and east, English fur tradefs soon crossed paths with

the French.*

Rivalry between France and Britain over the fur
trading empire and control of their respective
Indian allies would spark a century long conflict
culminating with the French loss of the Great
Lakes region in 1760.%

Following the signing of the Treaty of Paris in 1763,
profits increased greatly for British traders.*® Alexander
Henry purchased trade goods worth ten thousand pounds of
"good and merchantable beaver." Henry departed Fort
Michilimackinac, at the northern end of Lake Huron, on July
14, 1775. Henry paddled around Whitefish Point about the
twenty-eighth. Reaching the Churchill River, Henry traded

his goods for beaver pelts (See Figure 4).
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Table 1

Trade Goods

Indian’s Cost in Pelts

Stroud blanket

White blanket

Pound of powder

Pound of shot or ball

Gun
One pound ax
Knife

1

RNORNDOO

When accounts were settled, Henry netted 150 packs of beaver

weighing one hundred pounds each and twenty-five pounds of

otter and marten.

Henry’s profit of 7,500 pounds of

"merchantable beaver" determined the path of Lake Superior

fur trading.%

The conclusion of the American Revolution led to the

signing of the second Treaty of Paris in 1783.

The treaty

granted the upper peninsula of Michigan to the United

States, but the Northwest Company maintained control over

the fur trade for the next thirty yvears.

In August 1810,

Jean Baptiste Perrault, a North West Fur Company voyageur,
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Shelldrake River.® The name of the river is important
because it appears in Perrault’s narrative about the
Invincible which sank in 1816 and’was the first recorded
shipwreck at Whitefish Point.

The region’s abundant fish and beaver populations
attracted the attention of European traders, creating
competition among Sioux-Chippewa tribes and Europeans. The
conflict made it difficult for the Americans to gain control
of the fur trade. Not until 1820, when Congress sent Lewis

] Cass to negotiate a treaty with the Chippewa, did Americans

gain complete authority over the territory.®

Unfortunately the Sicux-Chippewa struggle over hunting
grounds escalated, disrupting the fur trade. In 1826,
Congress agailn sent Michigan’s Territorial Governor Cass to

resolve the conflict.®!

Historically, Sioux and Chippewa relations were violent.

4 . - . . o e 4 -
: Chief Flat Mouth, a Chippewa, described the feelings that
. - LN -~ ey TSGR | -~ T v o -~ 1 - -~
existed between the twoe tribes: "It was decreed by thse
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the Sioux and themselves;
changed; and the Chippewa must act accordingly."®

Henry Rowe Schoolcraft and a military escort,

Lieutenant James Allen, were dispatched in 1831 to restore

peace between the two foes.

expedition includes valuable information on commercial

that this decree could never be
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headed by

Allen’s detailed account of the

fishing operations conducted by the American Fur Company at

Whitefish Point.®® Allen states:

This point is remarkable and important as a
fishery of whitefish as affording more, and a
better gquality, of that excellent fish, than any
other fishery of the southern shore of the lake
vet explored. . . . The fishery, as at present
developed, commences at Shelldrake river, nine
miles from the end of the point, on its eastern
shore, and extends round the point and along the
southern shore of the lake as far as the Grand
Marais, or the commencement of the Grand Sable, a
distance of fifty-four miles.

The American Fur Company caught whitefish,

herring and pike. The fish were salted, barreled and

3TV 1o : . = < Fayl :
shipoed to large cities Fish were so plentiful that the
market became saturated in the 1830s. The financial pan
0% 1337 exacerpated a glut in the fish market and in 184

e el SR o

lake trout,




the company folded, ending the first recorded commercial

fishing venture on Lake Superior.®®

Other Natural Resources

The decline of the fur trade and a saturated fishing

ihdustry, led the people living around Whitefish Point to

seek out other sources of income.®®

Geclogical surveys
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sponsored by the state of Michigan prompted an expedition by

geoclogist, Douglas Houghton. Houghton led a small

expedition to Lake Superior’s copper-laden shores in

1840.7

Houghton started west from Whitefish Point and ran into

a high wind eleven miles down the beach. Rela Hubbard,

assistant geologist on the expedition, described the storm.

I was awoke by the sound of dashing rain & the
roar of surf. The wind had shifted to the N. &
now blows from the N. & N. W. across the whole

iption. Far abrcoad the ’'white caps’
' dark blue surface, but as
X A ‘

the bro:

xpansive breadth of the lake. The effect of the
a rolling up onto these shoals is sublime beyond




huge volumes, tumbling impetuously towards the
beach."®

Houghton’s reports of vast copper deposits stimulated a

copper boom in the 1840s.°’
'% William Austin Burt, a government surveyor, discovered
iron ore near Marduette on Lake Superior’s southern shore in
1844. Philo Everett made another discovery of iron ore
while searching for copper in the regicn. He produced the
first iron on the shores of Lake Superior in 1848.°°

In mid-century the region also became a valuable source

of timber. The discovery of vast white pine forests led to
the development of sawmills in the 1850s. Timber was

shipped in millions ¢f feet. A typical sawmill in 1859

1 produced thirty to forty thcocusand feet of lumber every
twenty four hcurs. In 1880, the largest lumber mill
produced ten million feet of pine a year.® Iron drew more

settlers to the area. Freight and iron ore tonnage

]
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1905 (See Table Z).* 1Ircn cre remains the area’s chief
commodity.

Patterns of commerce changed és eastern transportation
routes opened with new canal networks. The grain market
developed in the 1870s. New transportation systems allowed
the direct movement of grain commodities from the Great
Lakes to eastern markets.® Major railroad links, such as
the St. Paul to Pacific and the Northern Pacific’s
connection between Duluth and Mocrehead, made Duluth a major
grain center. Predictably, railroad expansion spurred more
western settlements and consequently more grain producers.
Between 1870 and 1880, the production of wheat doubled.**

Steam power that fueled the timber and mining industry
heightens the demand for coal in the 1880s.%® Increased
shipments of coal during the 1870s corresponded with the
development of the railroad.®® "The development of coal

traffic on Lake Superior was closely linked to the ecconomic
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Fishing, mining, agriculture, lumber and trading-good
industries required enormous fleets of cargo carriers.
Vessels of all kinds, sizes and shapes shipped coal, iron,
grain and lumber in and out of the lakes. Fierce winds,

fog, storms and human error, left hundreds of vessels on the

bottom of Lake Superior.
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Chapter 4
Shipwrecks
Vessel congestion created a éénsiderable hazard and
caused numerous collisions in close proximity to Whitefish
Point. Despite early implementation of shipping lanes in
1870, upbound and downbound ships often veered from their
designated routes.® Smoke from forest fires, snow squalls
and dense fog heightened the danger of navigation. Strong
winds created massive waves. On November 17, 1975, 90 mile-
per-hour winds and rough seas caused the 729-foot Edmund
Fitzgerald to sink 17 miles northwest of Whitefish Point.
The seas offshore were recorded at approximately thirty
feet .’
Even lesser gales generated weather conditions that
adversely affected navigation. Prevailing northwest winds
pushed vessels directly toward the point. If prcblems

occurred, "the ship (could) either go aground, sink off
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Discovered Wrecks

The Indiana was a 350-ton package freighter
characterized as a propeller becéuse of the Ericsson screw
propeller used in its construction. Built in 1848 by Joseph
Keating, the vessel carried a single forward mast with a
listed capécity of 500-tons. The Indiana was 146.4 feet in
length with a twenty-three-foot beam. Three yvears after its
launch, it had a minor collision with the schooner Cambria.
Within a year, the Indiana rammed into a pier in Cleveland,
Ohio. In October 1854, the vessel ran aground in the St.
Mary'’s River.’

Cn a stormy June 6, 1858, the Indiana departed Marguette
carrying 280 tons of iron ore, several tons over its limit.
While under rough seas, waves cracked its sternpost, which
in turn ruptured a seal on the propeller shaft. Twenty
miles northwest of Whitefish Point, it took on water.
lampered by the extra ore, the crew could nct reach the

damaged area Lo maxs
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vessel.” The divers filmed the wreck extensively. The
author dove on the Indiana during the summer of 1979.

The significance of the Indiaﬁa is twofold. First, the
vessel steamed the lakes for a short period--ten years. The
relatively short span is significant since the vessel may
not have reguired major repairs. Perhaps, "The engine of the
Indiana represents the earliest marine steam plant still in
existence in North America which had an actual working

n74

history. Seccnd, the fresh water preserved the wocd and
metal parts of the engine (See Figure 6). "The importance of
the Indiana can’t be over emphasized,”" a member from the
Smithsonian Institution stated.

Cn July 29, 1979, the U. S. Navy, the State of

Michigan, the National Trust for Histeorical Preservation,

the U. 8. Army Corps of Engineers and the U. S. Coast CGuard,

- 3 ~ - - o 13 1 o —~ ~ i I 3
togetner raised the boiler, the steam chest, the cylinder
drive mechanism, the Ericsson propeller (See Figure 7)) and
Thne steering guadrant
3
wolff Jr., Lake Superior Shipwrscks 'Duluth, 1975
The Bapids," The Szu.ss Star, Sacurasy
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The engine, including a large oak frame, stood eighteen feet
high. The boiler weighed approximately four tons. "The
ship itself isn’t unusual what ié unusual 1is the fact that
it was propeller-driven and not a sidewheeler or a
sternwheeler, " said Martin Burke, a preservation expert with
the Smithsonian Institution.’® Although the extra cargo
contributed to the Indiana accident, owners and operators of
the shipping industry continued to push vessels beyond their
capabilities.

Shipwreck incidents continued to occur as the volume of
shipping from the west increased. The completion of the
Lake Superior and Mississippi Railroad at Duluth in 1870
introduced another period of trade and transportation
growth.”” A transportation link now existed to move
agricultural produce from the Great Plains and Minnesota to

castern markets. The new surge in commercial activity

®

coincided with the emergence of a variety of new vessels.

Sail and steam powared ships congested the inland seas and
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wool. On August 26, 1875, at 8:30 p. M., a loud crash

echoed around Whitefish Bay, as the Canadian Steamer
Manitoba sliced into the port bow.of the propeller Comer
(See Figure 8). a gaping fifteen-foot hole crippled the
Comet. Ten crew members drowned when the ship sank.” The
cargo of Montana silver ore distinguished the Comet as the

only "treasure" ship to sink on Lake Superior.

Kent Rellrichard located the Comet in 240 feet of water

in 1970s. 1In Junie of 19890, members of the GLSHS relocated

the site ang documented the wreck on film. The author dove

on the wreck during the summer of 1980 and verified it as
the Comet.*°

On July 27, 1884, the 178-foot, 891 ton, wooden steam
barge John M. Csborne left Marquette towing two schooner-

Larges, the George Ww. Davis and Thomas Gawn. Hampered by

dense fog, the crew periodically blew the ship’s whistle <o

warn other vessels of its approach. The answering blast of

- 1 ; T o, R - e
stle reached the WEOOrTe's prilothouse crew
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The vessels remained locked together, allowing time for
most of the Osbecrne crew to climb aboard the Alberta. One
courageous passenger from the Albérta jumped aboard the
Osborne in an attempt to rescue engine room personnel. The
vessels parted and the heavily-laden Osborne plunged beneath
the waters with thekpassenge; and three crew members.®!

After returning the survivors to the Soo, the Alberta
returned to port for repairs. The Osborne,s two barges were
picked up by a steamer bound for the Soo Locks .82

The Oddessey Foundation, a divers’ group from Lansing,
Michigan, and the GLSHS located the Osborre in 1¢84. The
intact Osborne lies in 185 feet of water 6 miles north-west
of Whitefish Point. A gaping hole on her starbocard side is
easily recognized.®® The name board is located in the
Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum.

Bad weather played a significant role in a similar
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accident in 1886. A fall storm caught
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schooner-barge Fureka foundered. The ship sank with six
crew members.®® The following morning, Captain Smith of
the upbound propeller Winslow, siéhted three feet of main
mast and a white yawl protruding from the waters six miles
off Vermillion Point. Although United States Life Saving
Service personnel combed the shoreline, there were no
survivors.?®®

The site of the Fureka remains unverified. In 1990,
GLSHS located a wreck in forty-five feet of water, scattered
in two distinct sections. Documentary accounts tell of the
ship sinking in the vicinity of this wreck but the initial
investigation could not provide positive identity of the
wreck.®®

In a similar nautical mishap, the downbound schooner-
barge Niagara in tow of the steamer Australasia sank during

a

199}

trong gale on September 6, 1887. Around 1:0C a. M.,

—wenty miles from Whitefish Point, the Australasia and
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slashing winds tore the old canvas to ribbons in minutes.®’
Unable to maneuver, 1t fell into the trough and capsized.
The crew reached the ship’s yawl[‘but it capsized and they
perished. The captain of the steam barge W. L. Wetmore
witnessed the disaster: "the vessel gave several almost
convulsive wings and then sank, her spars carried away."

The Wetmore passed through the floating refuge of the 111
fated vessel a few moments later, but found no survivors.®
Built in Tonawanda, New York, in 1873, the schocner

Niagara was rigged with 3 masts, had a length of 204 feet
and a beam of 34 feet. The Niagara handled a net tonnage of
726 tons, a heavy load for a schooner. James Corrigan of
Cleveland, Ohio, owned the ship when she wrecked in 1887.%
In 1972 John Steele discovered the Niagara in 110 feet

of water, 9 miles northwest of Whitefish Point.
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Tom Farnquist and Jim Cooper recovered a large wooden-
stocked anchor from the site and donated it to Lake Superior
State University in 1972 (See Figﬁre 9) .°® GLSHS relocated
the site in 1978 and salvaged specific artifacts for the
Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum at Whitefish Point. The name
board of the Niagara is in the Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum.
During the 1890s, the number of ships on Lake Superior
doubled and tonnage tripled with total freight vaulting
three and half

times. Steel-hulled vessels were produced 1in

increasing numbers and by 1900, 500-foot ships were a

reality.®’ Additionally, the Industrial Revolution created

an urgent demand for iron ore. Transporting ore from

Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin mines across the Great

Lakes resulted in construction of locks and steel ships. As
a result, the region experienced new prosperity.”?

Despite the expansion in shipping and subseguent
increased lake traffic, the number of wrecks did not rise in
croporecion during the 1890s Maritime mortalility rates
dec.ined compared to earlier decades. This was dus in large
parc ©o the zaffectivencess gf the LiEe Saving
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Service, established in 1837 "when an Act of Congress
directed the old Revenue Cutter Service to make seasonal
cruises along the coast for the rélief of distressed
mariners."’? Despite the efforts of the Life Saving
Service, shipwrecks continued to happen.

Lack of visibility caused a collision between the
wooden-steamer Samuel Mather and steel-package freighter
Brazil on November 21, 1891. Twelve miles east of Whitefish
Point, the Brazil sliced out of the fog and struck the
downbound Mather on its starboard side, forward of the stern
cabins. With the Mather slowly sinking, 20 crew members
leapt to safety aboard the Brazil and watched their wvessel
disappear in 185 feet of water.®

Built in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1887, for Pickands, Mather
and Company, the Mather measured 246 fee: 1in length, 40 feet
in beam. It carried three masts rigged for sails with a
compound steam engine with two firebox boilers and dual
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The GLSHS located the Mather or June 6, 1978, aboard the
R. V. Antiquarian using side-scan sonar (See Figure 10).
This was the first documented undérwater investigation of
the site. The dive team filmed the wreck extensively during
separate surveys in 1978 and 1979 and produced a short film

documentary on the ship.®’
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On September 16, 1892, the Vienna rounded Whitefish

Point with the schooner Mattie C. Bell in tow. The upbound-
steamer Nipigon approached with tﬁe schooners Melbourne and
Delaware in tow. Both vessel operators issued port-to-port
passing signals, but the 191-foot, 626-ton Nipigon veered
and crashed into the 191-foot, 1,006-ton Vienna’s, port
side. Tow lines were severed. The Nipigon tried to drag
the Vienna to shallow water, but it sank in 140 feet of
water (See Figure 11). The crew of the R. V. Kaho
discovered the Vienna while conducting fish sampling studies
for the U.S. Fisheries in 1975. The wreck in the relatively
caim waters of Whitefish Point’s lee shore remains popular
with sport divers.?® GLSHS surveyed the site in 1978.

The shipping industries witnessed unparalleled growth in
the first decade of the twentieth century. Between 1300 and

1910, tcnnage tripled.”” ©Population growth around the
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On July 29, 1901 the whaleback steamer Pathfinder with
the whaleback barge Sagamore (See Figure 12) in tow,
anchored in dense fog. A whalebaék is a cigar-shaped, steel]
hulled vessel. At nine in the morning, the captain of the
300~foot steamer Northern Queen steamed out of the fog and
sliced deeply into the starboard side of the Sagamore. Five
crewmen safely reached the Northern Queen, but the captain
and the steward drowned. The Sagamore sits on the bottom of
Whitefish Bay in Seventy-two feet of water, 102

Built in 1892 in West Superior, Wisconsin, by the
American Steel Barge Company, the Sagamore steamed for
almost ten Years. The disaster Cost the Huron Barge Company
$90,000.°" The Sagamore represents a unique vessel type
because of its Submarine appearance.

An initial survey in 1362, by Jack Brosco and Robert
McCormick, resulted ip the discovery and confirmation of the

Sagamore. An underwater team attempted to salvage the







On October 2, 1501, the steamer

M.

M. Drake,

with the

U
W

schooner-barge Michigan in tow, experienced stormy weather.

The Michigan took on water.

Nicholson of the Drake for help.

two vessels collided. The

The crew signaled Captain T. W.

The Drake turned and the

crew of the Michigan jumped

aboard the Drake and watched as the Michigan disappeared.

The Drake’s crew signaled in distress.

The Northern Wave

and the Crescent City answered their plea and rescued the

crews of both vessels except for the cook, Henry Brown, who

drowned. Built in 1882, by the Union Dry Dock Company in

Buffalo, New York, the M. M. Drake measured 20l1-feet in

length with 34.5-foot beam.

carried a gross tonnage of 1,102 tons.
Cleveland, Ohio owned it at the time of its demise.’”

The GLSHS surveyed what was believed to be

site on May, 26, 1380 ({See

Q)
w0
]

fifty feset of water on

QLT

Classed as a bulk freighter it

Figure 13-14).

the M.

The wreck

James Corrigan of

M. Drake

Tin - £ 2
wWihiiteil

sh

(’f‘

lies

in



54

FENT, - SR )
) S
T £ ) ,‘w &

.,.&J .
= %\ .M Ly W
i

At EY, atd

g~
s
P

;‘f’("

e

/‘V"“-'_ P

L
g

i

RY
L

gu




RS R

P

ke

AT




56

The John B. Cowle (See Figure 15) steamed out of Two

Harbors carrying 7,024 tons of iron ore. At midnight on
July 11th, it encountered dense fog seventy miles from
Whitefish Point. At 5:30 A. M. on July 12, 1909, the Issac
M. Scott rammed into the Cowle’s port side. Ten men
survived, but fourteen crew members drowned as the hea&ily
laden Cowle sank within three minutes.!® A survivor
recalled:

When the ship sank, I was stuck in a whirlpool,
wrenched and whirled till I thought my legs would
be pulled off. I saw a body alongside me. It was
Will Thomas, my assistant. I tried to revive him
when a broken hatch cover came up and struck the
lad on the head, crushing it. My life preserver
came off and while I was floundering in the water,
another hatch cover came up. I grabbed the ring
and pulled myself up on it. T saw a foot sticking
up from beneath it and pulling it, found it to be
Thomas Mckernan, the son of the chief engineer. I
pulled him up and he revived after awhile. The
lake was covered with wreckage and all around in
the fog could be hear cries of "Help" but it was
three qguarters of an hour before the yvawls of the
Scott had been loosened and put into the

water . "®
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"A survey of the wreck was conducted and revealed that the
pilot house was in good condition, the wheel still turned,
the ship’s bell was clearly visible, the clock was in good
condition, and the log was still intact. Divers retrieved
the name plate. "'

The Jenks Shiﬁbuilding Company of Port Huron, Michigan
built the John B. Cowle in 1902 for the Cowle Transit
Company of Cleveland. Its length was 420 feet with a beam
of 50.2 feet and it had a gross tonnage of 4,731. Insured
for $275,000, but valued at $285,000 with a cargo worth

$25,000 the owner’s loss of the Cowle was estimated at

b
.

$35,000.%

The next major nautical accident near Whitefish Point
occurred on July 10, 1911. The 420-foot steel steamer John

Mitchell {(See Figure 16) departed Duluth with a load of
p ]

coal. On 1ts way to Sault Ste. Marie (Soo) it encountered
fog close to Whitefish Point Shortly after midnight, the
aownbound Williem Henry Mack steamed through the mist and
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the Mack in seven minutes and six more boarded the vawl
before the Mitchell broke free and sank.

Built in 1907 at St. Clair, Miéhigan, the Mitchell was
like a new ship and was a property loss of $350,000
including cargo. Located in 1572 by John Steele, the
steamer lies upside down in 110 feet of water, '!l? GLSHS
surveyed the site in the summer of 1978.

On June 27, 1916, the Panther was added to the roster of
shipwrecks caused by fog in the "graveyard" of the lakes.
Six miles southeast of Whitefish Point the downbound 237-
foot, 1,373-ton wooden steamer Panther met the upbound 478-
foot, 6,025-ton steel James J. Hill. The Hill knifed into
the wooden vessel amidships. The captain of the steel boat
held his bow in the Panther long enough for the crew to
reach the Hill. The Hill] slowly backed off and the Panther
slipped beneath the surface of the lake. >
Built in 18S0 by James Davidson at West Bay City, the

am™m
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in service until the fatal accident of 1916.'"* The
Panther was discovered in 1975 in 103 feet of water by the
United States Fisheries. GLSHS sﬁrveyed the wreck in the
summer of 1978.'°

Three years after the Panther mishap, another tragic
wreck occurred one mile north of Whitefish Point. The
wooden steamer Myron (See Figure 17) steamed pass Pictured
Rocks out of Munising, Michigan, on November 22, 1919,
enroute to Buffalo. 1In tow was the schooner-barge Miztec.
Both vessels were loaded with lumber. Twelve miles
northwest of Whitefish Bay, an intense gale engulfed both
ships. The Myron captain deliberately cut the tow line to
the Miztec and attempted to reach the lee side of Whitefish
Point. The steamer’s crew labored on the pumps but the
weight of incoming water caused the Myron to sink rapidly.
A series of massive waves eventually submerged the "lumber

hooker" and left cargo strewn over an area of several miles.
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The captain elected to stay with his vessel in the
pilothouse which broke away before the Myron sank. He was
rescued the following day by the érew of the steamer W. C.
Franz.''®

The Myron, built in 1888, was originally known as the
Mark Hopkins. Owned by the S. F. Hodge Company, the Myron
was constructed for the express purpose of transporting
lumber. It had the carrying capacity of 950 tons.

An initial survey of the wreck was conducted in 1972 by
John Steele and Tom Farnguist. Members of GLSHS reevaluated
the Myron wreckage in 1979. They salvaged the builders
plate, positively identifying the wreck.!?’

A seven percent increase in total tonnage occurred
during the 1920s. Despite the expansion, safety records

10
A

improved. Fatalities at sea decreased.! However, the
mercurial nature of Lake Superior’s weather conditions

continued to victimize sailors.

On August 20, 1920, 1rn the dimming light, a crash echoed
around Wnitefish Rav Four milaes southeast of Whitefish
Q1T Che upbound >20-100t stesl steamer Willis L. King
STYUCK the pert siags of ths downbound Superior Cicyv. ‘The




Superior City (See Figure 18), which had departed from Two
Harbors, was a 429-foot, 4,795-ton steel-steamer fully

loaded with iron ore. as water flooded the engine room of

64

the Superior City the boilers blew up; the explosion ripped

off the stern section. The vessel sank and twenty-eight
crew members'perished in the disaster. The loss of the
Superior City represented the worst loss of life in the
history of the Pittsburgh Steamship Company . '1°

Wreckage of the Superior City was first surveyed by Jo
Steele in 1972. Eight vyears later, members of GLSHS re-
examined the site and precduced a short documentary film on
the wreck.™® The author dove on the site extensively in
1983.

On the night of May 13, 1921, the wooden steamer Zilla
with two schooner-barges in tow, locked through the Soo,
upkbound toward Duluth. The 202-fcot Zillah and the 194-

foot, 777-ton schooner-barge Miztes carried zalilt cargos.

Ten milles past Whitefigh Point, the Zillah’'s caprain
rzalized that s Spring sguall chre ed safs passage
LNer attempting to resyuen toothe lze side of the poinc, ©
oW lines broke

Ioid., 18%
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The two schooner-barges were forced to weather the storm
as the Zillah steamed to safety bevond the point. One of
the schooners, the Peshtigo, droppéd anchor in the storm.
Crew members attempted to repair shredded sails without
success. The Peshtigo weathered the storm. The Miztec
foundered and sank within ten minutes droWning the entire
crew, including the captain’s wife. The Peshtigo and Zillah
returned to the Soo the following day for repairs.!®

The owner of the Miztec, 0. W. Blodgett, reported an
estimated loss of $10,000. Built in 1890 by J. H. Jenken,
the Marine City Transit Company operated the Miztec. The
Miztec normally transported iron ore and lumber.

The Oddessey Foundation members discovered the Miztec in
1983. The divers located the wreck with depth recorder
equiprent in fifty feet of water. The wreck serves as a
training site for novice divers. %

Ironically, the next mad
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of water. Largely intact, the zillah is avoided by most
recreational divers because of dep}tl'l.“'3 GLSHS surveyed
the site in 1980 and identified the wreck.

One of the more famous shipwrecks occurred on November
10, 1975, when the Edmund Fitzgerald (See Figure 20) sank
seventeen miles north-northwest of Whitefish Point. The
Fitzgerald, a 729-foot iron ore-carrier left Superior,
Wisconsin, downbound for Detroit on November 9th. The
vessel, loaded with approximately 27,000 tons of taconite

ore, encountered a severe weather mass at 2:00 A, M. on
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Kent Bellrichard discovered the wreck in 1975 in 252 feet

November 10th. By 7:41 p. M., officials at the Soo clocked

wind gusts of seventy-one mph.'** Waves were estimated

from twenty-five to thirty-five feet high. Throughout the

day, the Fitzgerald's captain followed an extreme ncrthern

route to avoid the storm. This was a common practice and

was usually done in anticipation of harsh weather. ™ py
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gallons-per-minute, the vessel failed to stabilize.!®®
Trailing the Fitzgerald was another freighter, the 767-foot
Arthur M. Anderson. |

Throughout the afternoon and early evening of November
10th, Captain Ernest McSorley remained in radio contact with
Captain Bernie Copper of the Anderson. By 4:00 P. M.,
McSorley requested information concerning the operational
condition of Whitefish Point’s light or radio beacon.’
The pilot of an upbound Swedish "saltie" named Avafors
reported that both light and radioc were inoperative.

The Fitzgerald’'s captain communicated the following
message to the Avafors captain: "We’re in a big sea. I’ve

£

never seen anything like it in my life."**® Meanwhile,

snow squalls intermittently impeded visibility between the
Fitzgerald and Anderson. At 7:10 P.M., McSorley reported to
nlZ9

Captain Cooper calmly: "We’re holding our own. Ten

minutes later
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\nderson’s radar showed no image of the

rrzgerald. Tne wvessel had vanished.
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great risk to their own crews.
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and Canadian ships searched the Whitefish Point area at

No survivors were found.

Four days later, the United States Navy located a large

underwater object about seventeen miles north-northwest of

Whitefish Point.'?*
Fitzgerald.

GLSHS surveyved
lies in two pileces
the Fitzgerald and
represented one of

Superior in modern

The object was identified as the
the site in August of 1989%. The vessel
in 535 feet of water.?” The loss of
the entire crew of twenty-nine,

the most tragic shipwrecks on Lake

history.

Undiscovered Wrecks

One c¢f the objectives of the underwater cultural

resource survey of Whitefish Point in 1950 was the location
and verification of the Invincible wreck site The fur
trading schooner Invincible departed the Sco on November 14,
18186 Perrault gerous to

zave 50 late in © hwe Javincible is
Jdasoribed in LS narvative
4
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the North West came up, the weather turned cold,
which, in a moment, froze the salls and cables, so
that they were powerless to manage the vessel. It
was driven between la rointe -aux poissons Rlanc,
and la rivie;g au Brochets where it was
shipwrecked.!®

The Invincible represented the first documented nautical

accident at Whitefish Point !

The schooner was constructed at Point aux Pins, Ontario,
from prefabricated material shipped from somewhere below the
Soco. Fire destroyed information on the vessel’s owner, the
North West Company, when Americans burned the company’s
headquarters at Sault Ste. Marie in 1814.1%

The North West Company became involved in a bitter
rivalry with the Hudson Bay Company after the former
committed a brutal atrocity against Scottish colonists. In

retaliaticn, North West representatives murdered twenty-two

*lonists. In response, the owner of the tract, Lord

0O
O

n
1)

lkirk, arrested the guilty North West traders and sent

them to Montreal to stand trial."* Thres Montreal canoces
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into the interior and returned with heavy cargoes of fur.

military officer traveled in one of the canoes through the

lower lakes and provided a reliable description:

These canoes were exceedingly strong and
capacious, they were about thirty-six feet in
length, by six feet wide, near the middle; and
although the birch bark which formed a thin
external coating over their ribs of white cedar,
and their longitudinal laths of the same wood,
appeared to compose but a flimsy vessel, yet the
usually carried a weight of five tons. It may be
as well to state that this cargo was very
carefully stored, in order to remove any unequal
pressure, which would nave been fatal to such a
vessel. Four poles, three of four inches at their
thickest ends, denominated by the Canadians,
grand-perch, were laid side by side in the middle
of the bottom of the canoe. On these poles, the
cargo was carefully arranged so that all the
weight rested on them, and none allowed -o press
against the bare and unprotected sides of the
canoe. Every package was made up of the weight of
ninety pounds and none heavier.

The five tons included the provisions for ten
men, sufiicient to support them during about
twenty-two days. Each cance was provided with a
mast and lug-sail, and also each man had a ten-
foot setting pole, of good ash, shod with an iron
ferrule at each end, for assisting the men towing

with a strong line in ascending the rapids. The
paddles wsre supplied by the cance-men, each
lnging his own. Each cance had sl &
e, provided by the owners, as a a
O lines, a bundle of watap, roo o f e
‘ T itching any seam tThat might
a4 parc g 2sSLnous nature, for
v & m ] sz pisce of bir
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more 1
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A Montreal canoe of this type was lost preceding the

128

Invincible disaster on August 26, 1816.
The North Wwest Company issued'a warrant for the arrest
of Lord Selkirk, a major Hudson’s Bay stockholder and
dispatched the Invincible to collect Selkirk. The S1Xty-
foot schooner passed through Whitefish Bay on November 14,
1816. A northwest gale forced the vessel south of Whitefish
Point where they shipwrecked. No one was killed,.?®®®
Neither the Invincible nor the Frank Perew were located
during the sﬁrvey of 1992.
The upbound schooner-barge Frank Perew encountered a
gale off Grand Island on September 29, 1891. She turned and

weaded for shelter on the lee side of Whitefish Point . %40

.

She never made it. The lone survivor’s narrative to a

r

reporter from the Soo Democrat follows:

The schooner left the canal at 7:45 Sunday morning in
tow of the steamer N.K. Fairbanks, and ceontinued with
the steamer until Whitefish Point was reached...We
seiled along with fair weather until about o’clock
Monday night Island, ¢ Wi
came from the sea with
schooneyr did ing about

nen she began about the
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This was about

the strength of the
Whitefish Point, he
eight miles ahead.

The survey also

encountered a gale.

but the sails froze.

shore. %
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Another eyewitness,

also described the sinking of the Perew.

Faige, lost during a snow squall on December 1, 1897.
Paige departed Marqguette on November 30th with

the steamer H.B. Tuttle.

nine o’‘clock in the morning. . . . It

must have taken about six minutes for her to sink. 4!

the captain of a passing steamer,
The J. W. Moore
gale. As he turned the vessel toward
observed a three-masted schooner about
The Perew sank before help arrived.

included the schooner-barge Joseph

The
its consort
Later in the day the two vessels
The

The tow line parted.

The vessel sailed dangerously close

As the snow sqgualls blew toward the banks of the
southern shore, a U. S. Lifesaving Service patrolman from
schoconer He signaied the
hoping to warn the crew of an
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passed Vermilion Point and its captain shrewdly anticipated

’

Paige’s crew

unfurled the sails and attempted to sail out of the weather,

to
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Several rescue attempts were made by the members. Despite
personal risk, the "Storm Warriors" persisted.!® Crisp
Point Life-Savers joined the effbft and continued in the
rescue of Paige crew members. The heroics of the United
States Life Saving Service resulted in the rescue of all of
the schooner’s crew.!%

The Joseph Paige, built in 1872, was a 190-foot,
schooner. Designed by the firm of Wolf and Davidson, the
Paige represented an unusually fine specimen of naval
architecture.**® The location of the Paige has not been
determined.

Anchored on November 13, 1504 near the lee shore of

Whitefish Point, the 198-foot, €83~ton, schooner-barge W. S.

Crosthwaite was waiting out a northwest storm along with
fifty other vessels. During a lull in the storm, a few crew

members washed their laundry in the forecastle. The dinner

ver the
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s on the
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bell rang. The crew left an unattended fire burning under a
pot full of garments. A fire started in the forecastle.

The blaze engulfed the ship. Thé.crew launched the vyawl.
The anchor was cut and the Crosthwaite drifted into
Whitefish Bay and sank.

The Crosthwaite was built in 1873 at Saginaw, Michigan,
and owned by the Gilchrist Transportation Company.®*® The
search for the Crosthwaite began in the summer of 1992 when
a survey of the Whitefish Point Preserve first started. The
search for the vessel will continue during the summer cf

1693.-%




CHAPTER 5

Agencies Affiliated with Whitefish Point Underwater
Preserves

Underwater sites, particularly shipwrecks, receive
attention from various groups: sport divers, salvors,
nautical archaeologists, museum curators and state and
federal agencies. Interest has grown as the result of
technological advances, increased media attention and
growing public awareness concerning the value of cultural
resources. Conservation programs were intrcduced in the
1920s. The Michigan state government attempted to supervise
the extensive bottomlands of Michigan. It took sixty years
to pass legislation that would work. Currently, Michigan
retains legal status in ten state bottomland preserves on
the Great Lakes: Superior, Michigan and Huron, totaling
2,052 sguare miles.™®

Michigan’s ten bottomland preserves, located on three of
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Located in eastern Lake Superior west-northwest of Sault
Ste. Marie, the Preserve is the underwater equivalent of a
dry land natural Or wilderness area where imaginary

boundaries define the perimeter of the bottomlands !5t

current preserve Program implemented by the state of
Michigan. Michigan’s title to Great Lakes bottomlands was
bestowed on the State when it was admitted to the Union on
January 26, 1837. State ownership extends to the bordering
States of Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin and
the province of Ontario, Canada. The water boundaries
specified by law follow along the shoreline to the lake’s
ordinary highwater mark. 52

Federal authority established legal boundaries in 1837,

State regulation of bottomlands in Lake Superior began in

1921 with the enactment of Public Act 17. The Michigan




salvors to apply for permits before the retrieval of
artifacts commenced. DNR supervised the permitting process
and any failure to comply was prosecuted vigorously .’

The United States Congress’ enactment of the Submerged
Lands Act in May 1953, reconfirmed Michigan’s title to 1ts
bottomlands by federal méndate. After the federal
affirmation of state ownership, Michigan passed the Great
Lakes Submerged Lands Act, also known as Public Act 247 .
The DNR was assigned new responsibilities including the
obligatory protection of state bottomlands from encroachment
and modification of function or nature.'*

Despite legislation enacted by the state, most Michigan
officials overlcoked salvage operations.155 In 1967, DNR
initiated the first steps to supervise salvage of
shipwrecks. One year later, the department requested
Attcrney General Frank J. Kelly to render the state’s legal

cpinion cn the issue of whether statutes existed granting
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proposals introduced in Congress by the DNR failed to give
them this authority.'®®

In 1980, after countless meetings and revisions between
divers, salvors and legislatocors, Public Act 184 passed. The
DNR established and defined Great Lakes bottomland preserves
and implemented the current permit process.l Permits and
related guidelines were jointly administered by DNR and
Department ¢f State (hereafter DOS).

DOS was formed in 1973 after a reorganization of state
bureaus. DNR and DOS share the joint responsibility of
shipwreck protection. DNR managed natural resources and
recreational interests, while DOS concentrated on state
history and archaeology.'™

Public interest in preserves and shipwreck sites has
generated the creation of organizations and sponsors. The
Great Lakes Shipwreck Historical Society founded in 1978,

1s a non-profit organization dedicated to the protection and
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property (at Whitefish Point), which is currently under
lease from the U.S. Coast Guard.'*

The Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum is an example of an
organization whose fundamental goal is to preserve,
document, display and interpret significant archaeological
and historical artifacts. In turn, these artifacts help
illustrate and explicate past lifeways.

The museum is located at the northernmost point of the
peninsula.’® The pbint serves as a avian migratory
habitat.'®® At present, the property is shared by three
occupants: the GLSHS, the State of Michigan Audubon Society
whitefish Point Observatory, and United States Coast Guard.
Almost 60,000 people visited the museum’s facilities in
1991.'"! The GLSHS accommodates public visitation from
Memorial Day until mid-October.

Whitefish Pcint reserves the distinction of having the

oldest lighthouse on Lake Superior.®® Horace Greeley,

editor of the New York
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/

i ciem o Talds 7 fm oo = g 1 oy e 7
Massie, Whiterzish Peoint, 3



84
the summer of 1847 and expressed the need for better
navigation aids:

All the land on our shore of Lake Superior, with

the islands, belongs to the Federal Government,

which has set a large price on a gcod part of it

and expects to sell it at that price. But on the

whole lake there is not a light house nor any

other harbor than such holes in the rock-bound

coast as Nature has perforated. Not a dollar has

ever been spent on them.?!®
Although Congress appropriated $5,000 for the construction
of Whitefish Point Lighthouse on March 3, 1847, the Federal
Land Commissioner delayed purchase of the land until July
1847. Ebenezer Warner, a contractor from Sandusky, Ohio,
completed the structure in November 1848.°°* The
lighthouse became operaticonal in the spring of 1849.

The coriginal building, a combination of "split stone and

hard bricks and laid in good lime mortar" was a sixty-

five-foot high tower with a twenty-foot base.®® The

original structure was replaced in 1861 by the current steel
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until 1857 when the Lighthouse Board installed a Fresnel

lens (See Figure 22) 1%

In 1822, Augustine Fresnel developed a lens that

resembled a beehive. It had a series of glass prisms that

proved far more effective than the Lewis design. The United
States continued to use Lewis lamps because Stephen

Pleasonton, General Superintendent of Lights, was a close

friend of Lewis. The Fresnel lens was finally introduced in

1852 and replaced all Lewis lamps by 1860.'%

The erection and maintenance of lighthouses and other
navigation aids came under federal control by an Act of
Congress on August 7, 1789, (1 Stat. L, 53) .18 The act
placed the Lighthouse Establishment under the Treasury
Department. Section 3 directed the Secretary of the
LO supervise and maintain lighthouses and pay

salaries to presidential appointments.
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From 1820 to 1852, the Fifth Auditor of the Treasury,
Stephen Pleasonton, assumed admin;strative supervision of
the Lighthouse Establishment. Iﬁ 1852, Congress created the
Lighthouse Board which survived until 1910, when Congress
created the Bureau of Lighthouses. On July 7, 1939,
Congress delegated autﬁority to the United States Coast
Guard and the Bureau of Lighthouses was permanently
abolished."

The investigation of local navigation history furnishes
an opportunity to understand the relationship between
Whitefish Point and shipwrecks. The cluster of wrecks (See
Figure 23) located in this vicinity represents a pattern of

distribution and is directly related to shipping routes (See

171

Figure 24), cargo, navigation guides and weather.
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Chapter 6
Preliminary Survey
Introduction

In 1992, the Great Lakes Shipwreck Historical Society

initiated a submerged cultural resource survey of Whitefish
Point. Preparation for the 1992 survey began during the
fall of 1991. GLSHS funded the project.

The survey focused on location, identification and
evaluation of potential submerged cultural resources in
designated coastal areas. Phase 1 survey began in the
summer of 1992. The goal of the survey was to determine the
nature, location and condition of individual sites.

Prior archaeclogical studies by Kathryn C. Egan were
land-based. Egan refers to the Naomikong Point Site and a
site 1/2 mile south of the Harbor of Refuge. George Quimby,

James Fitting and Donald Janzen directed underwater

©

xploration on the Nacmikong Point Site in 1965-1968.7¢
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Point reveals a significant relationship between the
environment and human industry.

Project constraints limited the scope of survey.
Physical limitations, such as funding, time, weather,
equipment and personnel, dictated the nature of
investigation. The survey concentrated on Whitefish Point’s
anchorage area (twelve mile stretch along the lee shore) and
the suspected site of the Frank Perew. NOAH Navigational
Chart (St Mary'’s River to Au Sable Point) #14962 with
overprinted Loran C ccordinates established geographic
parameters.

The chosen methodology called for the use of a side—scgh
sonar and proton precession magnetometer to locate possible
wreck sites. The Side-scan scnar is an acoustical device
that produces an image cf surface relief.'”™ The survey

team employed a Klein towfish side-scan sonar during the
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Littlemore Scientific Laboratory Type 7702 proton precession
magnetometer. The magnetometer consists of a digital
readout and a strip chart recordér linked to a towed sensor
probe by a hundred feet of protected cable. The Type 7702
magnetometer is similar to a sensitive compass, sampling the
ambient magnetic'background at two-second intervals. The
liquid dipolar molecules in the sensor align themselves to
the earth’s background magnetism. If an magnetic attraction
interferes with the earth’s magnetism, the sensor’s
molecules rotate to a new alignment. This conversion
produces a detectable anomaly. *These anomalies are
translated by the instrument to a numerical expression
measured in gammas."!’’

Theoretically, a magnetometer can detect disturbances in

the earth’s backgrcund magnetism. '’® In reality, it is

[

difficulr to tell

)

hether a magnetic anomaly or scnar target

is of archaeoclogical significance. Divers have to ground-




magnetometer. The team did not run designated transects
during this survey. Results were not plotted or recorded.
Fieldwork

Side-scan sonar transects established at 600 feet
followed Loran-C coordinates A 31143.03 to B 47614.43.
Depths range from 20 feet to 160’feet‘ Survey lanes insur

controlled search patterns. The side scan sonar provided

94

ed

excellent overlap in contiguous data records. Towfish side

scan-sonar deployed along side of the boat, six feet below

the surface, allowed shallow water surveillance. During the

Perew search, the towfish was deployed two hundred to three

hundred feet behind the bocat at different depths.

The W. S. Crosthwaite survey began four miles south of
the harbor of refuge and ended eleven miles south (143
degrees S§) of same. Water depth varied from shoreline to

300-feet within a mile south of the point. North of the
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Field Results
Target 1

Location Date: 7-26-92

Transect: 92

Provenience: Loran C A 31150.04 B 47619.88 at 110 feet

Verification: yves, Aug 1, 1992

Analysis: Wooden barge and crane. History of the site is
unknown. Documented on film Aug 5, 1992.
(See Figure 26)

Target 2

Location Date: 7-26-92

Transect: 95

Loran C Location: A 31150.76 B 47642.23
Verification: no

Analysis: Small target 5-10 feet off the bottom.

Target 3

Location Date: 7-26-92

Transect: 97

Loran C Location: A 31152.07 B 47621.78
Verification: no

Analysis: Anchor target.

Target 4

Location Date: 7-26-92
Transect: 1060

Loran C Location: A
Verification: no
Analysis: Ancheor target
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Target 7
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Verification:
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Target 8

Transect: 201
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Chapter 7
Conclusion and Recommendations

When considering any aspect of the past, several

different approaches may be used. The type of evidence
investigated determines the method of approach.

The longest established and most highly developed
of the disciplines, in the study of seafaring as
in the study of most other activities, is the
historical one, in which the primary concern is
with the uncovering and interpretation of
surviving documentary evidence for past events,
and by which the researcher seeks to understand
not only the precise course of events but also the
reasons, causes, or motives behind them.”®

Historical research on Whitefish Point provided useful
data concerning commodity affiliation, frequency of traffic,
weather, seasonality of shipping, location of lost vessels,
port of origin, date of loss, vessel type and type of loss.
These factors create a host of variables showing potential

<an

statistical significance.**® The history of Whitefish

Point, which includes first person accounts from as early as
trhe 15020s, contributes to the precision of location and
srification of submerged culture sites
anotrer approach is anthropoiogical. The of
ANLNropolioygy concerns ioself witch broad arses of buman
activitoas Env and 1ts ilmpact on pehavior,
Maritime archaeclogy (Cambridge, Grezat
Brotanr
Hulse, A Spatial Arnalysis, 122.
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economic systems and their development and cognitive
processes are important areas of study to anthropology.
Investigations into the Great Lakes shipping industry show a
relationship between regional economic behavior, environment
and archaeoclogy sites. “From a brocad anthropological
approach, the study of shipwrecks can contribute to the
understanding of such phenomena as econcmic change and the
industrial process. 18!

Statistical analyses between environmental conditions
and industrial navigation serve as predictive models for
assessing the probability of shipwreck sites. Based on
Charles Hulse'’'s Spatial Analysis of Lake Superior
Shipwrecks: A Study in the Formative Process of the
Archaeological Record, Whitefish Bay and Whitefish Point
have one the highest rates of shipwrecks in Lake
Superior.

Archaeology is essentially the study of the objects that
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sea wis3

The data and ideas contributed by history,
archaeology and anthropeclogy can sometimes contradict or
duplicate one another, "but above all they should be viewed
as complementary in the overall field of maritime
studies."®

Native\Americans adapted to an area rich in natural
resources. Beaver attracted the attention of Europeans by
the 1670s. The beaver hat industry fueled a surge c¢f French
and English traders into the region. Fish replaced the
beaver as the region’s chief natural resource and commodity
in the late 1830s. The fishing industry remained steady
until a glut in the market and financial panic caused the
industry to fold by 1842. The discovery of copper in 1840
and iron ore in 1844 and the resulting developments in

metallurgy created a massive iron ore industry. By the

188Cs, iron ore traffiz increased seven fold.!®™ By the
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between the distribution of shipwrecks
The identification of maritime cultural

investigators a functional method for 1

From a broad anthropological perspective,

sites in The Great Lakes can contribute

such cultural phenomena as maritime geo

change and evolution of technology.
Location and confirmation is the fi

The init

archaeological investigation.

and commodity type.

patterns gives
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all archaeological
to the knowledge of

strategy, economic

rst step in

ial survey of the

voint in 1992 represents the first documented methodological

investigation of the
Cwenty one square miles were surveyed.
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and collaborative decision-making approaches offer some
means for designing effective resource management tactics
that are consistent with the miséions of state
agencies."!®®

The Great Lakes Shipwreck Historical Society is
currently working in conjunction with étate agencies to
develop a viable management model for the submerged cultural
resources of Whitefish Point’s Underwater Preserve. The
Site Report by the author will help develop this model.
"Strategic planning processes relevant to shipwreck
management include inventory and assessment of resources,
citizen participation and community develcopment approaches

and the marketing of parks, recreation and tourism. "'¥’
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