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The Red Scare during the 1950’s was one of the most traumatic periods of American history. The decade would later be known as the “Era of McCarthyism” because of a Republican Senator from Wisconsin, Joseph McCarthy. McCarthy became an influential man, well-known throughout the United States for his avid attempts to persecute members of the Communist Party. McCarthy caused the Red Scare of the 1950’s and encouraged the spread of the anti-Communist movement in the United States. 
The term “Red Scare” is used to describe the period of the 1950’s when Americans feared that the Communist Party would rise to power in the United States. The general fear of the American people was that the current government in the United States “was surrendering to communism and moving in the direction of Moscow,” threatening the survival of the governmental system in the United States.[endnoteRef:1] The Red Scare of the 1950’s was the second Red Scare to occur in American history and, in order to comprehend the causes for the second Red Scare, the causes of the first Red Scare must be understood. The first Red Scare occurred during the 1920’s as a result of the creation of the Communist International.  [1:  Benjamin L. Alpers, Dictators, Democracy, and American Public Culture: Envisioning the Totalitarian Enemy 1920’s-1950’s (Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina Press, 2003), 207.] 

The Communist International was created in 1919 with the goal of spreading Communism throughout the world.[endnoteRef:2] The Communist International began in the Soviet Union under the direction of Vladimir Lenin, who wanted it to act like a centralized army, which he called the Red Army, spreading across the globe and ultimately creating a “worldwide Soviet Republic.”[endnoteRef:3] This Red Army was not a physical body like the United States Army. Members of the Communist International called themselves the Red Army because Lenin called them the Red Army. They were determined to spread Communist rule throughout the world. Communism existed all over the world, as J. Edgar Hoover declared by saying, “Communism is a vast international conspiracy which today dominates one third of the earth’s people.”[endnoteRef:4] [2:  U.S. House of Representatives, Committee on Un-American Activities, Facts on Communism Vol. 2 The Soviet Union, From Lenin to Khrushchev, Eighty-Sixth Congress, Second Session (Washington, DC: United States Government Printing Office, 1960), 92.]  [3:  Ibid., 94.]  [4:  J. Edgar Hoover, The Faith of Free Men (Washington, DC: The Supreme Council of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, 1965), 6.] 

 It is important to understand that Communism is a form of Socialism, a style of government. In all European countries, the Socialists are a major political party. However, in the United States, the Socialists have never formed a major political party because the political structure of Socialism is fundamentally different than the traditional American capitalist system. It is also imperative to understand that all Communists are Socialists, but not all Socialists are Communists; most Americans in the 1950’s did not understand this concept. In the 1950’s, Americans became aware of the Socialist presence in the United States, among which there was a small population of Communists, and began to fear that the Red Army of the Communist International would infiltrate the American political culture. The number of Communists present in the United States at the time suggests that the Communists could not have overturned the American government without the help of an external force of greater size, but nevertheless, fear grew.
A branch of the Communist International existed in the United States, and was called the Communist Party of the United States of America (Communist Party- U.S.A.).  A Communist convention was held in Chicago from September 1, 1919 to September 7, 1919, at which 129 delegates represented 55,000 Communist Party members in the United States.[endnoteRef:5] J. Edgar Hoover stated about the 1919 Convention, “The Communist Party of America, in its manifesto and program officially adopted at its convention in Chicago held September 1, 1919, advocated the overthrow of the Government of the United States by force and violence.”[endnoteRef:6] Realistically, 55,000 individuals could probably not succeed in overthrowing the government, but many Americans began to believe a Communist overthrow was viably possible. Hoover was not alone in his opinion of the Communist Party. In 1918, the status of the Communist Party was discussed in the Congress of the United States. Members of Congress came to the conclusion that: [5:  James D. Bales, J. Edgar Hoover Speaks Concerning Communism (Nutley, NJ: The Craig Press, 1970), 274.]  [6:  Ibid., 288.] 

The Communist Party is an organization advocating and teaching the overthrow by force or violence of the Government of the United States and members thereof believe in and advocate and teach the overthrow by force or violence of the Government of the United States…It will thus be seen that it is expressly stated that the revolutionary Socialist planned to seize the instruments of production and distribution and the abolition of the capitalist state.[endnoteRef:7] [7:  Ibid., 266-267.] 


The Red Scares of the 1920’s and of the 1950’s were caused by the general fear of the Communist International’s domination of the United States and the fear that the Communist Party would overthrow the government of the United States. The Red Scare of the 1950’s, the second Red Scare, “arose out of the convergence of pressures both from above and from below.”[endnoteRef:8] The Communist International was the pressure from above, and Joe McCarthy was the pressure from below [8:  M.J. Heale, “Red Scare Politics: California’s Campaign against Un-American Activities, 1940-1970,” Journal of American Studies 20, no. 1 (1986): 5.] 

Joseph Raymond McCarthy was born November 15, 1908 in the small farm town of Grand Chute, Wisconsin. McCarthy was raised as a well-behaved Catholic schoolboy by his parents, Timothy and Bridget.[endnoteRef:9] After graduating from Marquette University, McCarthy practiced law for a few years in Wisconsin. It is important to note that McCarthy grew up during the Red Scare of the 1920’s. McCarthy experienced the first Red Scare, and thus all his life was familiar with an anti-Communist perspective. He was an adolescent during the first Red Scare, a crucial time period of development, and it can be assumed that many of his political views were constructed during the Red Scare from an anti-Communist perspective. [9:  Thomas C. Reeves, ed., McCarthyism (Hinsdale, IL: The Dryden Press, 1973), 11. ] 

During his early adulthood, McCarthy served as a judge of the tenth circuit court in Wisconsin, but tired of judicial life after a few years. In 1942 he entered the Marine Corps and served until 1945, when he decided to run for Wisconsin’s Republican Senator. McCarthy desired to run for Senator earlier in his life, but he was forced to fulfill his commitment to the Marine Corps, and served a few more years. He then retired in order to run for Senator. In 1946, McCarthy used his military experience as a campaign tool. He campaigned as a war hero, and the following campaign advertisement was published in the Milwaukee Journal, one of the many organizations that published advertisements for McCarthy:
Joe McCarthy was a Tail Gunner in World War II. When the war began Joe had a soft job as a Judge at Eight Grand a year. He was exempt from military duty. He resigned his job to enlist as a Private in the Marines. He fought on land and in the air all through the Pacific. He and millions of other guys kept you from talking Japanese. Today Joe McCarthy is home. He wants to serve America in the Senate. Yes, folks. Congress needs a Tail Gunner. Now, when Washington is in confusion, when bureaucrats are seeking to perpetuate themselves forever upon the American way of life, America needs fighting men. These men who fought upon foreign soil to save America have earned the right to serve America in times of peace.[endnoteRef:10] [10:  Jack Anderson and Ronald W. May, McCarthy: The Man, the Senator, the “Ism” (Boston: The Beacon Press, 1952), 85.] 


McCarthy was nicknamed “Tail Gunner Joe” because of these advertisements.[endnoteRef:11] The public admired McCarthy’s “war-hero” campaign tactic, and McCarthy served as Wisconsin’s Republican Senator from 1946 until he died on May 2, 1957.[endnoteRef:12] [11:  John G. Adams, Without Precedent: The Story of the Death of McCarthyism (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1983), 18. ]  [12:  Joseph Raymond McCarthy, Late A Senator From Wisconsin: Memorial Addresses Delivered in Congress, comp. The Joint Committee on Printing (Washington, DC: United States Government Printing Office, 1957), 5. ] 

In the Senate, McCarthy appeared desperate, as if he thought his career as a Senator would end quickly. His desperation created reckless and daring in his behavior, which constantly surprised his opponents.[endnoteRef:13] When McCarthy entered the Senate as a first-year Senator, Life magazine published a story about a day in the life of the first-year Senator.[endnoteRef:14] The story in Life established a good foundation for McCarthy as a Senator. People knew him, and he became a household name. McCarthy quickly made a name for himself as he began working with the subject of Communism in the Senate in 1950. He did not choose to work with Communism in order to become a well-known Senator, but he chose to work with Communism in order to guarantee his re-election in 1952.[endnoteRef:15] McCarthy recognized the large external pressure of the Communist International on the United States, and realized he could use the pressure to his advantage. McCarthy began to investigate the Communist Party in the United States to gain re-election. His investigation became an internal pressure on the American population that would lead to a second Red Scare. [13:  Thomas C. Reeves, ed., McCarthyism, American Problem Studies (Hinsdale, IL: The Dryden Press, 1973), 19.]  [14:  Richard H. Rovere, Senator Joe McCarthy (New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1959), 105.]  [15:  Ibid., 120.] 

McCarthy’s major initiative was to combat communism in the United States, and he would do so in a manner that was rarely practiced: interrogation. McCarthy believed that the United States was facing a major crisis, and the outcome depended on the integrity and security of the American people.[endnoteRef:16] The major crisis that McCarthy feared was the Communist infiltration of the government of the United States. McCarthy believed that, because of the Open Door policy the United States shared with Japan after World War II, Communists from the eastern countries (Soviet Union, Japan, Korea, and China) were able to enter the United States and seek refuge from their native countries. The Open Door policy with Japan was not recognized during World War II, because of Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor, but was re-established after World War II to ensure positive relationships between the United States and other world powers, such as Japan. McCarthy feared that immigrants from the East would come to the United States determined to infiltrate Communist ideas in the government because many of the Eastern countries had Communist governments.[endnoteRef:17]  [16:  Joseph McCarthy, The Fight for America (Hamilton, MT: Poor Richard’s Book Shop, 1952), 1.]  [17:  Ibid., 2-3.] 

McCarthy brought much attention to himself when he accused members of the government of the United States of being pro-Communist. In a 1950 address to the Senate, McCarthy began discussion of Communist activity in the United States, claiming that it was “a subject which concerns me more than does any other subject I have ever discussed before this body” and that communism disturbed and frightened him.[endnoteRef:18] McCarthy claimed to posses fifty-seven names of active Communists who were members of the State Department.[endnoteRef:19] Presenting names of suspected Communists would become a recurring theme throughout the McCarthy Era. He proposed to the Senate that a committee be created to investigate the members of the State Department whom McCarthy suspected were either Communists or working for the Communist Party.[endnoteRef:20] The Tydings Committee was created to execute McCarthy’s wishes. The Committee worked with the Special Senate Investigating Committee, and was given ample funds and resources to complete investigations. McCarthy had opened a Pandora’s Box, and the drama and accusations would intensify for the remainder of the decade. McCarthy also recognized that Communists and Communist supporters existed outside of the State Department, and he took action to interrogate them as well.  [18:  Jack Anderson and Ronald W. May, McCarthy: The Man, the Senator, the “Ism” (Boston: The Beacon Press, 1952), 180-181.]  [19:  Major Speeches and Debates of Senator Joe McCarthy Delivered in the United States Senate 1950-1951, Congressional Record (Washington, DC: United States Government Printing Office, 1951), 5. ]  [20:  Joseph McCarthy, The Fight for America (Hamilton, MT: Poor Richard’s Book Shop, 1952), 148.] 

Communist propaganda, the basic beliefs and ideals of the Communist Party, were being circulated throughout the United States, and McCarthy believed he had to end the spread of Communist ideals. The Communist International has been called “one of the most anomalous associations of all time” because of its “global aims, the open and secret forms of organization, the bizarre methods of operation, and the semiofficial Soviet status [that characterize] its many front organizations.”[endnoteRef:21] McCarthy feared that Communist propaganda would become popular among Americans, leading to Communist infiltration of the government.[endnoteRef:22] Propaganda was spread by Communist front organizations, which were organizations that discreetly supported Communism. Many Communist front organizations existed that sympathized with the Communist Party. J. Edgar Hoover, former Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation from 1935 until 1972 and avid anti-Communist, defined a Communist front organization as “an organization which the Communists openly or secretly control.”[endnoteRef:23] McCarthy, and other anti-Communists, believed that Communist sympathizers were a threat to the United States because they could influence non-Communists in the United States, collect funds to support the Communist Party, and present pro-Communist ideals to individuals who are unknowingly dealing with “Communist conspirators.”[endnoteRef:24] A common fear of many Americans and McCarthy was that Communists and Communist front organizations were brainwashing non-Communists throughout the United States. Communist “brainwashing” was defined as “a process by which all the ideas, views, customs, and traditions, which one may have in one’s head are taken out and substituted by the ones the Communists want to put into it.”[endnoteRef:25] [21:  Witold S. Sworakowski, The Communist International and its Front Organizations (Stanford, CA: The Hoover Institution on War, Revolution, and Peace, 1965), 7.]  [22:  Joseph Z. Kornfeder, Brainwashing and Senator McCarthy (New York: The Alliance, Inc., 1954), 7.]  [23:  J. Edgar Hoover, J. Edgar Hoover on Communism (New York: Random House, 1969), 127.]  [24:  Ibid., 127-128.]  [25:  Joseph Z. Kornfeder, Brainwashing and Senator McCarthy (New York: The Alliance, Inc., 1954), 1. ] 

Many Americans agreed with McCarthy’s anti-Communist tactics. Americans were encouraged by McCarthy and other government officials, such as J. Edgar Hoover, to become supporters of anti-communism. The American public shared McCarthy’s belief that “Communism has concentrated its hostility on the United States… [and] the United States thus finds itself under attack.”[endnoteRef:26] The belief that the United States was under attack by the Communist Party was the shared ideology that fueled the Red Scare of the 1950’s. This fear was the foundation for Senator McCarthy to act against Communism in the United States.  [26:  U.S. House of Representatives, Committee on Un-American Activities, Facts on Communism, Vol. 1The Communist Ideology, Eighty-sixth Congress, First Session (Washington, DC: United States Government Printing Office, 1959), 3. ] 

Several government committees were created with the purpose of investigating individuals suspected of Communist activity. The House Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC) was one of these committees. Witnesses from all over the United States were called to testify before HUAC. Committee members and members of Congress hoped HUAC could prevent Communist influence in the United States. The objectives of HUAC are outlined as follows in all of the publications of the committee’s hearings: 
The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations if (i) the extent, character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, (ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propaganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary remedial legislation.[endnoteRef:27] [27:  U.S. House of Representatives, Committee on Un-American Activities, Communist Infiltration and Activities in the South, Eighty-fifth Congress, Second Session (Washington, DC: United States Government Printing Office, 1958), v.] 


The powers given to HUAC in the previous statement allowed the committee members to investigate anyone thought to be connected to the Communist Party. With even the smallest suspicion, HUAC could summon anyone to trial for interrogation. 
During the 1950’s, HUAC examined the Communist presence in the Soviet Union in order to understand the ideology of the Party.[endnoteRef:28] HUAC determined that the Communist presence in the Soviet Union was vastly different from the Communist presence in the United States. The two countries are so different that the rise and presence of the Communist Parties are vastly different as well. The United States lacks a prominent Communist Party presence because of the strong success of American capitalism, so there is little basis to compare Communism in the two countries.[endnoteRef:29] The conclusions reached by HUAC in investigating the presence of Communism in the Soviet Union cannot aid in understanding the presence of Communism in the United States. McCarthy formed an opinion about Communism by using the research of HUAC, but his conclusion strayed from the objective of understanding the ideology of the Communist Party. McCarthy came to the conclusion that Communism was terrible for the United States and that it should not be allowed the opportunity to flourish, while the objective of HUAC was to understand Communism in the Soviet Union. [28:  U.S. House of Representatives, Committee on Un-American Activities, Facts on Communism Vol. 1The Communist Ideology, Eighty-sixth Congress, First Session (Washington, DC: United States Government Printing Office, 1959), 107.]  [29:  Eric Foner, “Why is There No Socialism in the United States?” History Workshop, no. 17 (1984): 60.] 

	The Senate Subcommittee on Government Operations was another government committee that investigated Communist activity. McCarthy served as the chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on Government Operations and of the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, which investigated suspected government threats. McCarthy often served as a one-man subcommittee interested specifically in subversive activity in the United States, and often did not consult with fellow committee members.[endnoteRef:30] The Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations “kept to the attack, frequently operating behind closed doors,” because of McCarthy’s devotion to the anti-Communist cause.[endnoteRef:31] [30:  Harold L. Nelson, Libel in News of Congressional Investigating Committees (Minneapolis: The University of Minnesota Press, 1961), 59.]  [31:  Shelby Scates, Maurice Rosenblatt and the Fall of Joseph McCarthy (Seattle, WA: University of Washington Press, 2006), 50.] 

	A third investigative committee was the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee. The Senate Internal Security Subcommittee was also called the Eastland Committee because of its chair, James Eastland.[endnoteRef:32] The Eastland Committee was the primary committee that interrogated members of the press.[endnoteRef:33] During the McCarthy Era, many members of the press were interrogated by the McCarthy Committees. Most individuals associated with the press were interrogated by the Eastland Committee. [32:  Edward Alwood, Dark Days in the Newsroom: McCarthyism Aimed at the Press (Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press, 2007), 1.]  [33:  Ibid., 3.] 

	The House Committee on Un-American Activities, the Senate Subcommittee on Government Operations, and the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee were the three primary investigative committees of the McCarthy Era. Each of the investigative committees existed to find Communist supporters and sympathizers in the United States in order to keep Communist propaganda from infiltrating the government. Each of these committees are associated with McCarthyism, even though Senator McCarthy was not personally in charge of all of them. HUAC was created two decades before the McCarthy Era, in the 1930’s, to expose pro-Communists in government agencies, while McCarthy had little influence on James Eastland and his committee.
Individuals from all over the United States, from different areas of society, were interrogated by these committees. Members of the entertainment industry and of the press were often accused of possessing pro-Communist ideals. These individuals were accused of being members of the Communist party, of being Communist sympathizers, or of supporting Communist front organizations and supporting the Communist Party. Individuals called before the McCarthy Committees were also asked to list names of fellow members or sympathizers of the Communist Party. Witnesses who did not list names were called “Unfriendly Witnesses” and were blacklisted because of failure to cooperate. Members of the entertainment industry were blacklisted after they appeared before the McCarthy Committees, and they had difficulty finding work in the industry. Members of the press seen before the committees also experienced the effects of blacklisting. The individuals interrogated by the committees were victimized. Often, they could not continue their normal lives after meeting with the committees. Employers simply would not hire blacklisted individuals. Another of McCarthy’s targeted individuals were schoolteachers.[endnoteRef:34] McCarthy summoned teachers who had connections with the Communist Party because he thought it was very important to keep Communist propaganda away from the nation’s youth.  [34:  Martin H. Redish, The Logic of Persecution: Free Expression and the McCarthy Era (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2005), 11.] 

McCarthy made such a name for himself that the decade of the 1950’s would be known as the McCarthy Era by future generations. There was much debate about the intentions of McCarthy and whether his search for Communists was productive. Many Americans supported McCarthy’s hunt for pro-Communists because McCarthy’s accusations frightened the public. Americans did not want their government overrun by Communists. Americans enjoyed and benefited from capitalism in the United States, and when McCarthy declared that a Communist threat was a threat to end capitalism, the Red Scare intensified. However, McCarthy lost support when he began targeting individuals who were thought of as very unlikely candidates for pro-Communist supporters. Popular artists during the time period, like Langston Hughes, were accused of portraying pro-Communist opinions in their work, and many Americans did not see much validity to these accusations. Kim Hunter, star of the 1947 A Streetcar Named Desire, became the object of investigation in Hollywood.[endnoteRef:35] Hunter was blacklisted after interrogation, even though her “activities were those of a civil rights activist,” not of a pro-Communist.[endnoteRef:36] Situations like Kim Hunter’s and Langston Hughes’ were common, as individuals were accused of pro-Communist activity with little, and sometimes no, evidence to support the accusation.  [35:  Milly S. Barranger, Unfriendly Witnesses: Gender, Theater and Film in the McCarthy Era (Carbonale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press, 2008), 108.]  [36:  Ibid., 113.] 

 As early as 1953, pamphlets were published describing the damage McCarthy was inflicting within the United States. In one of the pamphlets, McCarthy’s witch-hunts were described as “not merely attack[ing] Communists and other Lefts, but everyone who has in him even a trace of liberalism,” illustrating that McCarthy was on a mission to find whatever it was he sought. Like a self-fulfilling prophecy, McCarthy would find it, even if it did not really exist.[endnoteRef:37] “McCarthyism” was the term used to describe Senator McCarthy’s witch-hunts to locate suspected Communists. McCarthy began to point his finger at many people and accuse them of harboring pro-Communist ideals and behavior. By accusing so many people of Communist activity, McCarthy illuminated the presence of the Communist Party in the United States. McCarthy’s accusations emphasized the dangers of the Communist presence, and thus caused American fear of the Communist Party to grow, perhaps needlessly. [37:  Mark Logan and Sam Douglas, The Anatomy of McCarthyism (New York: New Century Publishers, 1953), 6.] 

Another pamphlet criticizing McCarthy described McCarthyism as a “big lie” comprised of three lies that progressed into the giant effect of McCarthyism. The first lie was “That Marxism—and the parties which base their activities on Marxism—is a ‘conspiracy.’”[endnoteRef:38] The second lie, fueling the first, was “That since the Soviet government is a Socialist government, all Communists in other lands are ‘Soviet agents.’”[endnoteRef:39] The third part of the Big Lie was “That the Soviet Union relentlessly seeks ‘world conquest’ as part of the doctrine of Marxism.”[endnoteRef:40] The three lies together formed the Big Lie of McCarthyism. McCarthyism was constructed around the belief that the three previous statements were fact. The belief that the statements were true inspired McCarthy to strive to find Communists in the United States, in order to prevent world conquest by the Communist Party. Whether the statements were in fact, lies is a matter of speculation, but the fact that these ideals formed the basis of McCarthy’s beliefs is not. McCarthy continued with his anti-Communist work because he, and other Americans, believed that the statements were accurate. McCarthy was inspired by the three “lies” to fight communism in the United States, which he continued to do until his death.  [38:  Milton Howard, McCarthyism and the Big Lie (New York: New Century Publishers, 1953), 5. ]  [39:  Ibid. ]  [40:  Ibid. ] 

There is much speculation about the McCarthy Era. Many Americans who were interrogated by the McCarthy Committees claimed that a violation of privacy occurred, because, according to the Bill of Rights of the United States, each individual is guaranteed freedom of speech. Because of his activity with the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations and the other committees, McCarthy was put on trial in 1951 for: 
continuously…conspire[ing] with Don Surine, Roy M. Cohn and other persons to injure, oppress, threaten and intimidate the citizens of the United States in the free exercise and enjoyment of the rights and privileges secured to them by the Constitution and laws of the United States, by hailing them before inquisitorial committees, depriving them of their right of free speech, press, and association.[endnoteRef:41] [41:  McCarthy on Trial, ed. Albert E. Kahn (New York: Cameron and Kahn, 1954), 19.] 


Many individuals believed that McCarthy overstepped his boundaries as a Senator when he began to interrogate people based on their political views. The McCarthy Era was a period of political repression, which many Americans felt deprived them of their rights as a citizen.[endnoteRef:42] However, McCarthy instilled the widespread fear in Americans that Communism would rise, and that fear enabled him continue his persecution. [42:  Milly S. Barranger, Unfriendly Witnesses: Gender, Theater and Film in the McCarthy Era (Carbonale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press, 2008), 1. ] 

McCarthy’s pursuit of Communists influenced later anti-Communists in their search for members of the Communist Party- U.S.A. J. Edgar Hoover was a major figure in the anti-Communist movement of the 1960’s, the decade after McCarthy’s era. Hoover was intrigued by subversives in the government of the United States, and prior to McCarthy’s Era, he worked to expose them. After McCarthy, Hoover did much to inhibit the spread of communism throughout the United States, such as publish many books about the Communist Party and about subversive activity in the United States. He specifically wanted American youth to be aware of the strategy of the Communist Party, because he, like McCarthy, believed the Party was targeting the youth in order to spread the Party’s ideals.[endnoteRef:43] Hoover’s fear that the Communist Party would infiltrate American youth is evident in a report to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, where he declared that “the successful Communist exploitation and manipulation of youth and student groups throughout the world today are a major challenge which free world forces must meet and defeat.”[endnoteRef:44] Hoover served as the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation for over four decades and spent much time and energy investigating suspected Communists in the United States. McCarthy’s perseverance in interrogating suspected Communists during the 1950’s is mirrored by Hoover’s attempts to investigate such suspects during the 1960’s.  [43:  The House Committee on Appropriations, comp., Testimony of J. Edgar Hoover, Director, FBI (Washington, DC: Young Americans for Freedom, 1964), 4.]  [44:  U.S. House of Representatives, Committee on Un-American Activities, Communist Target—Youth: Communist Infiltration and Agitation Tactics (Washington, DC: United States Government Printing Office, 1961), 1. ] 

Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin became one of the leading figures in the movement to combat Communism in the United States. He began what would later become known as McCarthyism: the prosecution of presumed members of the Communist Party. McCarthy was the creator and leader of the Red Scare of the 1950’s, and without McCarthy to raise suspicion, the Federal Government probably would not have reacted as drastically and publicly during the 1950’s. After his death, the United States Senate and the House of Representatives gathered to remember McCarthy and his contribution to combating Communism in the United States, as evident in the President of the Senate’s eulogy of McCarthy in 1957:
These are the bare facts of his life and career. But they do not begin to tell the story of all the events that he packed into his relatively brief span of existence. Literally millions of words have been printed in the press and spoken over the radio and television, and throughout the length and breadth of this land, since the news of his untimely death came.[endnoteRef:45] [45:  Joseph Raymond McCarthy, Late A Senator From Wisconsin: Memorial Addresses Delivered in Congress, comp. The Joint Committee on Printing (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1957), 26.] 


McCarthy caused millions of words to be printed during his lifetime, as well, and his legacy, created during the McCarthy era, remains strong in United States history. McCarthy’s outrageous behavior as a Senator rapidly increased the spread of the fear of Communism throughout the United States, and caused other officials to recognize a need for Communist persecution.
McCarthy used his reckless and daring characteristics to find the suspects he sought, similar to when people recognize only the characteristics they want to recognize about an individual, and cease to see all other forms of contradictory evidence. McCarthy’s perseverance to attain his objective has been compared to the Salem Witch Trials in the American colonies, during which individuals were accused of practicing witchcraft.[endnoteRef:46] During the Salem Witch Trials, individuals were often persecuted because of superstition, without any solid evidence to prove the women were witches. In many instances, McCarthy seems to have acted similarly to the accusers in Salem; he accused people of pro-Communist behavior, even though little persuasive evidence existed to prove Communist activity. He “attracted attention precisely because of his outrageousness,” and the attention to anti-communism intensified the Red Scare in the United States.[endnoteRef:47]  [46:  Milly S. Barranger, Unfriendly Witnesses: Gender, Theater, and Film in the McCarthy Era (Carbonale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press, 2008), 1.]  [47:  Ellen Schrecker, The Age of McCarthyism: A Brief History with Documents, The Bedford Series in History and Culture (Boston: Bedford Books of St. Martin’s Press, 1994), 63.
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] 

McCarthy used the existence of the Communist International as a resource to gain re-election into the Senate in 1952. Unknowingly, McCarthy combined pressures from above (the Communist International) and pressures from below (himself) to cause a second Red Scare. McCarthy did not intend to create a nation-wide epidemic, but his behavior did, in fact, create a nation-wide fear. He was the catalyst that initiated the second Red Scare because he illuminated the masked fear of Communism present in the United States. Communist sympathizers were present in the United States before the McCarthy Era and did not cause the mass hysteria that existed in the 1950’s. McCarthy exaggerated certain aspects of the Communist Party of the United States, such as the desire for world domination, which made the Party intensely feared by the American people. Americans grew to find solace in McCarthy’s defense of their government, and began to believe everything McCarthy said about anti-communism. The continuous belief in McCarthy fueled the fire of anti-Communist fear that spread through the United States.


