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Creating a short film from start to finish

By Denver Hollingsworth

Introduction

Filmmaking is an art form that brings together a variety of technical elements to tell a story in the most immersive and effective way possible. There is always a need for a story to be told. By creating a short film—from the conception of an idea to the film’s premiere—I am adding my own story, with my own style and perspective, to the stories being told through films today. 
Background

The foundation for a good short film is a great story, but there are a variety of technical components that go into making a short film as well. Although there are very few set rules in filmmaking, most short films follow the 3-step production process: pre-production, production, then post-production. Most short films are produced on a shoe-string budget with a small cast and crew, and most clock in at 20 to 25 minutes long. The time it takes to create and produce a short film can range from a few days to a year or more. 
Project Purpose

As a lover of films and a self-taught student of the art of filmmaking, I wanted to understand the techniques that modern-day filmmakers use to hook viewers into a compelling story. 
I wanted to explore such questions as: 
· How can I make the viewer care about my characters—to feel fear or sympathy for them?
· How can I emulate my favorite films while still adding my own personal style?
· What are the techniques I need to implement that will give my film a truly “cinematic” feel?
· How can I produce my film on a limited budget?
· What are the techniques to directing actors?
· Will I be able to maintain the intense focus needed to see the film to its completion?
Approach

This creative endeavor is divided into 4 stages: 
1) Writing
I first wrote the screenplay for the short film. I chose what genre would best fit my story, and I studied how other writers explored and enhanced those genres (specifically Gillian Flynn’s Gone Girl). I followed Gustav Freytag’s plot diagram technique. I extensively developed each character, often resorting to the Jung / Myers-Briggs personality type test to determine how each would react to various situations. After several drafts, I finished a final screenplay that clocked in at 43 pages in length with 7 different characters and 8 different locations. 
2) Pre-Production
During pre-production I began preparing to transfer what was on paper to the screen. I auditioned 8 actresses and 3 actors from the School of Theater and Dance for the 4 female roles and 2 male roles in the film. After casting each role, I assembled a mini-crew that consisted of an assistant director, a sound designer, and a make-up artist. I scouted out each location, assembled a shot list, rented the appropriate filmmaking equipment, and constructed a detailed shooting schedule. 
3) Production
The cast and crew gathered together to shoot the film over 3 days in Topsail Island, NC, with additional scenes shot in Greenville, NC. The Canon EOS Rebel T3i was used to capture video, while the ZOOM H4N portable digital recorder was used to capture audio. I served as the director and cinematographer on set. 
4) Post-Production / Promotion
The final stage began with editing and scoring the film. I used Adobe Premiere Elements CC to edit the film and Adobe After Effects CC to color correct the film footage, while the film’s sound designer used Adobe Audition CC to provide the film with a musical score. Once the film is completed, promotion for the its premiere will begin. I will choose the appropriate venue and date to premiere the film, and I will promote the film’s premiere through social media, campus flyers, and student media outlets. 
Conclusion

This creative endeavor serves as an incredibly valuable learning experience for me. My ultimate career goal is to become a filmmaker, and experience is key to a successful career in the film industry. With the creation of each new film a world of opportunities opens up. Once the film is completed, I hope to submit the film into film festivals worldwide, giving me the ability to establish professional connections that could contribute to my success as a filmmaker in the future. 
Final Product
“True Story”

Running Time: 35 min 

Genre: Thriller

Synopsis: An ambitious college-age journalist travels to a remote island to investigate the disappearance of an old friend, but uncovers a terrifying secret.

Premiered: May 1, 2015

Starring: Megan Daniel, Cate Kessler, Talen Piner, Erica Turner, Robert DiDomenico, Anne-Marie Kennedy, & Jane Simmons

Sound Designer: Connor Mangold

Written, directed, and produced by Denver Hollingsworth
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