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Public Trends 

• State of the science of meteorology tells us we 
need to talk about uncertainty. 

– We don’t know the forecast completely, but in many 
cases, we can characterize error or uncertainty. 

– In theory, this should help people make more 
informed decisions, especially on the average. 

• Some communication studies suggest people are 
receptive to this kind of information. 

• Some other communication studies suggest there 
is confusion about what this information means 
or how they should use it. 
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