Environmental Health: Air Quality
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Importance of Air Quality Environmental Effects Improving Air Quality
« 2-3% of all deaths in the U.S. each year are Acid Deposition Clean Air Act Amendments of 1970
attributed to air pollution-induced respiratory or Commonly referred to as “acid rain” Referred to as the Clean Air Act
cardiovascular disease. Precipitation measuring less than 5.0 pH Is considered acidic Provided the first comprehensive program for attacking
Lung cancer, respiratory disease, and heart NO, mixes with H,O to air pollution on an effective nationwide basis
ailments linked to poor air quality form nitric acid Acid Rain Formation 1965 = first automobile emissions standards
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1967 = the comprehensive Air Quality Act established
Greenhouse Gases regional approaches for establishing and enforcing air

Criteria Air Pollutants quality standards
Six of the most common air pollutants U.S. Greenhouse Gas Pollution Includes: Unleaded gasoline greatly improved air quality

Particulate matter Eriad durog ths producton  Emied dung sancutursl & Enters (hg stmssphere Mrough oaains tosdl fuels _ Madrofluseocambons, erorocrbons & sl More efficient automobiles improved air quality

& transport of coal, industrial activities, as well as  (coal, natural gas & oll), solid waste, trees & wood products hexafluoride are synthetic, powerful greenhouse
natural gas & oll as well as during combustion of & also as a result of certain chemical gases that are emitted from a variety
from landfills. fossil fuels & solid waste. reactions (e.g.. manufacture of cement). of industrial processes.
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Source: EPA power will help improve air quality
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