Abstract
 Using the theory of social and cultural reproduction originally posited by Pierre Bourdieu, I test the idea that social status and individual culture affect academic achievement. The data used for this analysis was from the first panel of the Education Longitudinal Study (ELS), a survey sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education and based on a nationally representative sample of 16,719 tenth-grade respondents in 2002. As one would expect, the measure of student’s ability was the only variable that remained significant throughout for both males and females throughout all statistical models. However, only with males the same can be said for SES (socioeconomic status). The disposition of females may be tied to parental SES, meaning that a female with higher SES might be more likely to make a decision to invest in her education because of her place within the strata of the class system and the expectations (habitus) of whether or not individuals from her particular social class tend to be successful academically. These findings are bolstered by other studies that show parental involvement has been shown to mediate the effects of race and socioeconomic resources in achievement gaps it could also be used as a possible strategy for reducing the achievement gap even in the presence of cultural capital.

