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OUTLINE
• Introduction to new accessibility rules and update on the deadline
• Overview of our Omeka projects
• Common accessibility issues
• Future plans
• Discussion questions



ADA TITLE I I

• WCAG 2.1 AA standard
• All online content

o Exceptions for archived, 
personalized/password protected, and 
preexisting content not currently in use

• April 2026 deadline changed to 2027
• ADA Fact Sheet

Section H: Web Content Regulations

https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21/
https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21/
https://www.ada.gov/resources/2024-03-08-web-rule/
https://www.ada.gov/resources/2024-03-08-web-rule/
https://www.ada.gov/law-and-regs/regulations/title-ii-2010-regulations/


A DA  T I T L E I I  &  D IGITA L  HUMA NIT I ES P R OJ ECT S

• The library website updates were handled by library IT

• There was a gap in accessibility assessment

oDigital humanities projects on Omeka

oDigital library collections, like the institutional repository

o LibGuides or other type of educational resources

• Some of these updates were handled by committees or departments in 
collaboration with IT



OMEK A SUPPORT AT ECU
• Started managing Omeka S around 2021

• Supported migration from older active projects, if possible

• Omeka can be requested by students and employees

• The Digital Humanities Working Group, a team library employees from different 

departments, help support projects. This includes:

• Instruction on the software

• Instruction on copyright

• Troubleshooting issues

• Setting up projects

• Archiving projects, as needed or as requested



OMEK A AT ECU
• The bulk of student projects are in history

• Omeka has been used for individual capstone projects and for class -wide projects

• Also used for library projects and/or exhibits

South Atlantic Powwow Archive by 
Travis Dunn, M.A., Public History

Black History of Ayden by Ashlyn Racine, M.A., Public History

https://collections.ecu.edu/os/s/SouthAtlanticPowwowArchive/page/About-It
https://collections.ecu.edu/os/s/black-history-of-ayden/page/home


COMMON ACCESSIBILITY  ISSUES

• Text size
• Color contrast
• Alternative text for images
• Closed captions/transcripts for audio
• Nested Headings
• Properly formatted lists



WAVE TOOL
The Web Accessibility Evaluation 
Tool was used to identify common 
issues across the current Omeka 
projects



CURRENT AND FUTURE PLANS

• Omeka accessibility checklist for creators

• Expand information on Digital Scholarship Guide to include accessibility

• Host a Lunch and Learn specifically on accessible digital scholarship projects

• Incorporate conversations on accessibility in DH instruction and consultations

• Run an accessibility check during yearly website and project reviews

• Revise MOU's to note the library's ability to adapt a site to make it accessible



DISCUSSION 



HOW HAVE YOU BEEN MAKING PAST 
PROJECTS ACCESSIBLE?



WHAT ARE YOUR ACCESSIBILITY PLANS 
FOR YOUR DIGITAL HUMANITIES 
PROJECTS GOING FORWARD?



THANK YOU!

ALLISON KAEFRING  JEANNE HOOVER JENNIFER DAUGHERTY
KAEFRINGA22@ECU.EDU HOOVERJ@ECU.EDU   DAUGHERTYJ18@ECU.ED U
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