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Abstract

Having a list of “core” journals in a subject area can help librarians justify new
subscriptions or protect highly regarded titles in tight budget times. Women’s Studies
is a broad interdisciplinary field that may effectively be resistant to the development
of a core list, despite having customary librarians’ tools for creating such core lists.
Thomas and Younce have compared title lists from various standard sources, includ-
ing the 2006 ISI Journal Citation Reports, the 2002 Association of College and Re-
search Libraries (ACRL) Women’s Studies Section core list, and titles indexed in a
variety of Women’s Studies indexes and databases, and collated those lists to arrive
at a potential core journal list for Women’s Studies. The purpose of this study is two-
Jold: to propese a current core list of journals for Women’s Studies, and to examine

the challenges of creating core lists. ny
e

Introduction

Core journals lists can have many uses, from providing support for a newly developed
program or evaluating subscription requests to identifying journals to protect against cancella-
tion. Lists of core titles help libraries determine start-up subscriptions to support new pro-
grams, or decide which journals must stay within reach rather than going to remote storage.'

- Janice Lewis and John D. McDonald also suggest that core journals lists can help when librar-

ians are “evaluating the content of full-text aggregated databases,” preparing accreditation re -’l‘
ports, or creating materials for “instruction sessions and other educational programs.”” 4
Librarians may seek core journals lists in their efforts to prove that they have “a reliable, de-
fensible, demonstrably fair empirical basis for their decisions.”” Not everyone will agree on
the same list of journals, but it is important that librarians have made the effort to proceed in a
methodical manner and can explain how they arrived at the list they generated. Librarians of -
ten try to create core lists that are unbiased. Whether this is even possible is debatable. Kather -
ine Corby writes that core lists can still be useful for offering a standard against which to
judge a local collection, for beginning librarians to become more familiar with a discipline, or
for helping set other priorities—the example she quotes is converting print to electronic sub-
scriptions. In addition to concerns about methodologies for arriving at any list of core jour-
nals, there is the very real issue of the applicability of a generalized core list to the campus
specifics of curriculum, research practices, library budgets, and other local factors. Whether a
campus offers graduate degrees or undergraduate, minor only, or only specific courses in the
subject area all affect the ability of the library to support that field. The research interests of
the professors teaching in the subject area will certainly vary, and this variation may directly
affect the types of research their students do.
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There is a variety of prior scholarship available on the creation of core lists. Several of
these directly informed the current project by delving into methods for generating core journal
lists, including Corby’s “Constructing Core Journal Lists: Mixing Science and Alchemy” and
Thomas E. Nisonger’s “Journals in the Core Collection: Definition, Identification, and Appli-
cations.” There are others, of course, but Corby and Nisonger provided insights into several
methods for arriving at core journals, in addition to their cautions to librarians in how they
should proceed. There were also several especially directly relevant studies of women’s stud-
ies resources, including articles by Thura Mack and Linda A. Krikos, and a special issue of the
Serials Librarian devoted to women’s studies serials. Mack published “A Model Methodology
for Selecting Women’s Studies Core Journals” in 1991. She rejects a review of abstracting and
indexing sources, preferring instead to design a citation analysis of Signs, a women’s studies
journal that most would agree is central to the field.® At that time, Mack asserted that “there
was not an adequate number of journals published to develop a selected list reflecting only
women’s studies titles.”® Krikos published a comparison of women'’s studies periodicals in-
dexes in the Serials Review in 1994; it provides insight not only into some of the indexing re-
sources but also into the development of the subject area and some of the journals serving it.
“Women’s Studies Serials: A Quarter-Century of Development” was published in 1998 as a
special issue of Serials Librarian; it contained thirteen articles on topics ranging from faculty
use of women’s studies periodicals to citations within dissertations. It is important to note the
age of the articles dealing specifically with women’s studies journals—this really caught our
attention because we believe this field has changed significantly sincé the majority of these
articles have been written. i

There are several other notable resources as well. Krikos and Cindy Ingold’s book
Women’s Studies: A Recommended Bibliography (2004), which builds on Women’s Studies: A
Recommended Core Bibliography, 1980-1985 by Catherine Loeb, Susan E. Searing, and Es-
ther F. Stineman (1987), and on Esther Lanigan and Catherine Loeb’s Women’s Studies: A
Recommended Core Bibliography (1979). These bibliographies provide some recommended
periodical titles. The journal WLW (Women Library Workers), published by McFarland in
North Carolina, had a short-lived column that reviewed women'’s studies periodicals. It lasted
only from volume 14, no. 4 (Summer 1991) through volume 16, no. 4 (Winter 1993/94). Dur-
ing that time, columnist Audrey Eaglen reviewed around 80 journals, several of them appear-
ing on our list of cross-indexed journals. The Women’s Studies Section (WSS) of the
Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) maintains a Core List of Journals for
Women’s Studies, last updated May 13, 2002. The WSS also provides access to “Defining
Women’s Studies Scholarship: A Statement of the National Women’s Studies Association
Task Force on Faculty Roles and Rewards” (1999), which contains an appendix listing
scholarly journals in women’s studies.

Definitions

A central issue in creating a core list of library materials is the ability to define the field
these materials serve. And that’s a tough job for Women’s Studies. Interdisciplinarity is a crit-
ical issue—the field is not yet fully discrete nor bounded, which means that in addition to
self-defined women’s studies journals, its scholarship will also cite and be produced within a
variety of potentially-related subject areas: sociology, history, english, education, and many
others. In her essay, “Some Thoughts about the Future of Women'’s Studies,” Bonnie
Zimmerman understands that like all disciplines, women’s studies is faced with defining its
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subject. She defines the subject matter as, “a cluster of concepts centering around woman as a
category of analysis, gender as a system of power relations, interlocking systems of power,
feminism and social change.”” The National Women’s Studies Association itself does not de-
fine Women’s Studies as much as it suggests a pedagogical method. Rather than saying that
students should, for instance, study the lives of both men and women in history or compare
communication styles between men and women, the National Women’s Studies Association
puts forth what might be a much more radical approach—to reorient teaching and learning at
all levels to recognize “gender, race, class, sexuality, region, ethnicity, and ability as important
research variables...and constraints on objectivity.”* “Above all,” the Task Force concludes,
“women’s studies promotes access to institutions and to paradigms of knowledge for persons
historically underrepresented in Western traditions of scholarship and knowledge produc-
tion.”” This emphasis on giving voice to people traditionally silenced is also neatly summa-
rized within the Mission Statement of the Department Women’s Studies at the University of
Marylang: We work to “achieve intellectual freedom, social justice, and equality for all
people.”

What is women'’s studies locally? The Women’s Studies Program at East Carolina Uni-
versity (ECU) describes its intent to “[draw] on a variety of academic perspectives to research
and study women’s experiences in the United States and around the world.”" The Women’s
Studies Program has a director and executive committee whose members are all faculty mem-
bers within other Hepartments of the University—as with other interdisciplinary programs of
study at ECU. The program explicitly encourages its students to “re-vision societal patterns—
especially those leading to prejudice—and to explore new frameworks.from which to analyze
contemporary conditions in women’s lives.” The university offers an undergraduate major and
minor, and a graduate minor. Women’s studies classes at ECU include an introduction to
women’s studies, a class on feminist theory, directed readings, and selected topics. Students
must also have credit applied to the major from approved classes in related subject areas.
These subject areas include the following: Anthropology, Child Development & Family Rela-
tions, Classical Studies, Communications, English, Ethnic Studies, Foreign Languages, Geog-
raphy, Health, History, Nursing, Philosophy, Political Science, Psychology, Social Work, and:
Sociology. While there are only about a dozen professors listed on the Women’s Studies Ex-
ecutive Committee, there is a pool of around eighty who have requested to teach courses for
Women’s Studies credit and/or to participate in an e-mail discussion list."> The diversity of de-
partments and professors involved in women’s studies fosters students’ ability to “examine
how women are affected by such factors as gender, race/ethnicity, sexual orientation, class,
political and economic structures, and social systems” from a variety of perspectives. "

There have been many attempts over the years to define core lists, core journals, and
other concepts of core library holdings. Nisonger suggests that the concept of “core” materials
“refers to the fundamental collection development/collection management concept that certain
materials are of such vital importance that they not only should definitely be included in the
collection, but also constitute the collection’s center.”””* Core lists of journals can also be de-
fined in a more pragmatic way as journals that should be protected from cancellation or jour-
nals that best meet the needs of undergraduate or graduate students. Corby suggests that
librarians have a “clear definition of purpose” for creating a core list, and that simplicity for
nationally recognized lists is attractive.” We believe her, and believe that the concept of core
applies most reliably to specified fields of study, rather than vaguely to some other subset of a
library’s holdings. Our primary purposes for creating a core list of women’s studies journals
are to demonstrate the advances in publication of women’s studies periodical literature, and to
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raise awareness of some of the complexities in creating core lists for interdisciplinary fields.
For the current study, we define a core list of journals as a group of periodicals necessary to
support teaching and research for specified field or discipline.

Methodology

There are multiple methodologies for generating core lists, including citation analysis,
overlapping library holdings, faculty publication data, and indexing coverage.'* We also be-
lieve that core journals must be indexed in a generally available index for the subject matter,
and that indexing is more important than reported circulations. In her article on women’s stud-
ies indexes, Linda Krikos suggests that the periodicals addressed not focus exclusively on aca-
demic titles but also include mainstream magazines and small/radical/alternative press
publications. Content of women’s studies journals, she says, extends beyond activism or nar-
row academic boundaries to include titles that pertain to women of various ethnicities and cul-
tural backgrounds, multiple sexualities, and international issues.” Other important
characteristics of core journals include that they be currently published and appropriate for ac-
ademic libraries.” Related characteristics that may interest librarians include WorldCat hold-
ings and IST impact factors, among others. Building on previous work of Nisonger, Mack,
Krikos, and other librarians, we set about constructing a methodology.'

Our method began with selecting women’s studies resources and obtaining title lists from
them. There were nine sources. Among these were the subject indexes Contemporary
Women'’s Issues (which provided a title list of 384 journals), GendérWatch (120), LGBT Life
with Full Text (88), Studies on Women and Gender Abstracts (1,053), and Women Studies
Abstracts (25). Contemporary Women’s Issues and Studies on Women and Gender Abstracts
include books, which we manually eliminated before running the comparisons. Chesire
Calhoun has identified coverage of lesbian issues as being subsumed under an umbrella of
women’s studies, so we were curious about the overlap between this database and other
women’s studies databases.”” We were constrained to use the print issues of Women Studies
Abstracts (WSA) because it is only available electronically as part of Women’s Studies Infer-
national (WSI), and this database did not provide an exportable title list. We chose the ful]
volumes of WSA from 2004 to 2006, but because WSI incorporates such a respected index
and claims to have citations from around 15,000 periodicals, we wanted to use it in some fash-
ion. We decided to weight journals in our shared list in part based on the number of citations
to that publication in WSI. We also used the lindergrad-oriented Women’s Interest Module
from ProQuest Research Library (62 titles), in part due to the encouragement of the Research
Agenda for Women’s Studies Librarianship, suggesting that women’s studies librarians exam-
ine coverage of women’s studies journals in general databases.” We also chose several librari-
ans’ tools: the core list from ACRL Women’s Studies Section (with 40 journals), ISI’s Journal
Citation Reports list for Women’s Studies (26), and a specific report from Ulrichsweb that we
ran, which yielded 102 titles, mostly peer-reviewed academic journals. We constructed this re-
port by searching for actively published periodicals which were assigned women’s studies as
an Ulrichs subject heading, and reviewed by Magazines for Libraries.

We proceeded next to compare all title lists looking for shared and unique titles, and then
focused our attention on all titles represented in more than one source. There were 143 shared
titles, many of them solidly focused on women’s studies, with two-thirds of them classed with
women’s studies rather than any other subject field. For this list of shared titles, we would
compile related information, including whether it had appeared on any previous authoritative
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list, the year the publication began, peer-review status, format type (scholarly journal, maga-
zine, newspaper, etc.), WorldCat holdings, number of subscriptions reported in Ulrichsweb,
and number of citations in Women’s Studies International. The authoritative lists we used
were Thura Mack’s core list, titles found in Krikos’s and Ingold’s Women’s Studies: A Recom-
mended Bibliography, and Krikos and Ingold’s two predecessors by Stineman and Loeb. We
also examined the 15th edition of Magazines for Libraries for reviews no matter in which sub-
ject area the journal was reviewed, and to see which journals on our list were considered basic
for the gender studies subject area (the most immediately relevant to women’s studies).

Several of these pieces of related information must be used in a cautious manner: for in-
stance, WorldCat holdings do not show whether the institution currently receives the periodi-
cal, and online access may not be reported to OCLC. Peer-review status and format type do
not carry the same kind of weight for women’s studies journals as they do for other subject ar-
eas. Women’s studies’ commitment to activism (illustrated by off our backs or Bitch Maga-

zine) and use of both the mainstream mag
(for instance, Hecate) force a more inclusive

what kinds of journals should be considered core.

Results ’

Percent of Titles Shared
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Figure 1. Percent of titles shared.

azines (like Ms.) and of radical/alternative presses
approach to status and format when considering

As we began examining the data, we wanted to relate the shared titles back to the sources
we used. Women Studies Abstracts has the highest percentage of shared titles: all 25. Titles
from the Journal Citation Reports (JCR) and the Women’s Studies Section core list had the
next highest degree of overlap with 88 percent each (23 shared of 26, and 35 of 40, respec-
tively). The Ulrichs/Magazines for Libraries list had 69 of 102 shared, or 68 percent, and the
Women’s Interest Module of ProQuest Research Library had a similar 66 percent, with 41 of
62 shared. GenderWatch is the last resource with more than half its titles shared: 63 of 120.
LGBT shared 38 of 88 titles for 43 percent shared, and Contemporary Women’s Issues had
only 19 percent of its titles shared, or 74 of 384. The resource with the smallest percentage of
overlap was Studies on Women and Gender Abstracts (SWGA): 95 of 1053 shared, for 9

percent. See Figure 1.
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Does this focus on shared titles suggest any action for librarians looking at women’s stud-
ies indexing resources? Not necessarily. We were looking for overlap as an indicator of the
journal’s importance, not as a means of making a collection development decision to sub-
scribe to or cancel women’s studies databases. Further comments on these databases regarding
their shared and unique titles follows in the discussion of our core list.

There were 143 journals that were found in more than one of the nine women’s studies
sources (see Figure 2). When we started examining that data and began to construct our core
list, we included the 45 journals shared by four or more indexes, not only because they were
shared by four but because of other factors like which indexes shared the titles, whether they
were recommended by an authority, the number of citations in Women’s Studies International,
the age of the publication, the relation to Women’s Studies (this includes activist, alternative/
radical/small press, etc.), the format type, and peer-review status. We also selected some titles
that were shared by only 2 or 3 indexes because of these factors. We finally arrived at a list of
60 core journals for Women’s Studies. This list is appended below.

143 journals were found in more than
1 of the 9 indexes

69 journals only shared by 2 indexes

29 journals shared by 3 indexes

14 journals shared by 4 indexes o

15 journals shared by 5 indexes

6 journals shared by 6 indexes

9 journals shared by 7 indexes

1 journal shared by 8 indexes

The characteristics of our core list suggest a maturing field with a coalescing set of sup-
porting journals. Some relevant characteristics include subject area, start date, format, and
publisher. Two-thirds of these titles are pretty solidly women’s studies: thirty-six are classed
with women’s studies call numbers between HQ1101-2030, and four others have related HQ
call numbers for sex roles and customs, lesbianism, and child rearing. Other subject areas rep-
resented include Social Work and Criminal Justice (five titles), Psychiatry (three titles), Edu-
cation (two titles), Literature (two titles), and OB/GYN (two titles). One title appears from
each of the following fields: Judaism (BM), Geography (GF), Business (HD), Visual Arts (N),
Linguistic Theory (P), and Librarianship (Z). They average 1,422 citations in Women’s Stud-
ies International, and the average holdings reported to WorldCat was 604. The average num-
ber of subscriptions reported to Ulrichs (of the forty-eight which did so) was more than 4,500.

The average start date is 1983; there are only two newer than 1995. The earliest start date
is 1970, and about a third of the titles began that decade. Of the sixty titles, fifty-three were
academic/scholarly journals, five magazines, one newsletter, and one “consumer journal.”
The five magazines were Herizons, Lilith, Ms., off our backs, and Women and Environments
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International Magazine. The consumer magazine was Feminist Collections, the review of
women’s studies resources published by the Women’s Studies Librarian office of the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin system, and the newsletter was Al-Raida, published by the Institute for
Women’s Studies in the Arab World at Beirut University College. American university
presses publish sixteen of our titles, and commercial academic presses publish another
thirty-two. Among these commercial publishers, Haworth has the most titles, with nine.
Routledge publishes seven, and Sage publishes six of the titles on our list. Mostly published in
the United States and United Kingdom, there were also several Canadian publications and

journals published in Sudan, Lebanon, and India

A comparison of our titles to other authoritative lists provides some ideas about develop-
ment and relative stability of the field. All sixty have appeared in some edition of Magazines
Jor Libraries, with 57 reviewed in the 15th edition of Magazines Jor Libraries. Of these
fifty-seven, thirty-four were reviewed in the Gender Studies category, half of them considered
basic periodicals for this category. Categories containing reviews for the other twenty-three ti-
tles included Psychology (four titles), Lesbian Gay Bisexual and Transgender Studies (three
titles), Cultural Studies (two), Health and Fitness (two), and twelve other categories with only
one title each. Two-thirds of our titles have appeared on at least one of our other authoritative
lists. Mack’s 1991 list had twenty titles, with only nine in women’s studies. (Many of the oth-
ers were staples in their subject areas, like American Anthropologist, American Economic Re-
view, American Journal of Sociology, etc.) Of the nine women’s studies journals in Mack’s

list, one has ceased publication; the other eight are also in our list. Twej_{gy-nine of our titles
have appeared in at least one of the three editions of Krikos’s women’s studies bibliography.

One of the other questions that arose concerned the titles not part of that group of 143
with which we started. That is, what journals were unique among the title lists for various
women’s studies resources we used? Among other observations related to the unique content
of various sources, we saw that LGBT Life retained the most activist publications and the
greatest variety of format types, including many newsletters. ProQuest Research Library’s
Women’s Interest Module contained unique titles which included many general interest com-
mercial magazines like Cosmo, Essence, and Vogue. GenderWatch retained some relevant ti-
tles, like Hurricane Alice, the Beltane Papers, and Women’s Research Network News. i
GenderWatch also contained some of the subject-oriented periodicals, like International Jour,
nal of Childbirth Education and literary review FemSpec. Contemporary Women’s Issues
(CWI) had some reasonable titles, like Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health, Lila:
Asia Pacific Women’s Studies Journal, or Peace and Freedom. There were also some publica-
tions that might inform women’s studies, but by and large, CWI’s unique titles were not re-
lated to women’s studies—these were periodicals with names like Billboard, the Northern
Miner, and a lot of Crain’s business publications. CWI also included major newspapers, which
may or may not have value when searching for women’s studies issues.

Studies on Women and Gender Abstracts had the same problem CWI had: there were
some very reasonable women’s studies titles (like Women’s Studies Journal or the Canadian
Journal of Women and the Law) that got buried in the list of more than 950 titles by non-rele-
vant journals. And like CWI, there were publications that would provide greater depth to re-
search in women’s studies topics, for instance AIDS Care, Journal of Gay and Lesbian Issues,
or the Journal of Sexual Aggression. When we reviewed the lists from Journal Citation Re-
ports, Ulrichs/Magazines for Libraries, and the Women’s Studies Section, we saw quite a few
of their unique titles that would make excellent candidates for a women’s studies core list,
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such as the Journal of Women’s Health, Calyx, the Harvard Journal of Law and Gender, and
Kalliope. Why weren’t they included?

After we ran our shared lists and started comparing, we quickly realized that there were
significant journals that did not make our list and wondered why. Indexing played a major
part, particularly two events: the way we chose to run our Ulrichs search and the fact that
Women’s Studies International has no exportable title list. Within Ulrichs we chose to use the
subject heading Women’s Studies rather than its relative Women’s Interest. That choice ex-
cluded some of significant titles, like Calyx, Feminist Economics, Sinister Wisdom, and Femi-
nist Teacher, as well as a whole bunch of titles we didn’t want, like Cosmogirl, Playgirl, and
Family Circle. Some of these titles appeared on our list anyway (like Feminist Economics and
Feminist Teacher), primarily because they were indexed in multiple places. Maybe in the fu-
ture we could find a way to shift our design slightly to bring in these titles that have appeared
on other authoritative lists, and certainly if Women’s Studies International would provide an
exportable title list, that would aid similar research efforts.

Robin Lent expresses concerns with the generation of core lists, especially in the potential
for creating a self-sustaining cycle whereby core journals get indexed; indexed journals get
higher subscriptions, higher subscriptions and indexing equate to core, etc.” But this current
project does have value, to demonstrate advances in the subject coverage of women’s studies,
and for libraries looking for a starter or comparison list for providing access to the subject
area. Certainly additional cautions must be offered. One of these: is the need for maintaining
journals that are classed within other subject areas but also providé support for women’s stud-
ies—for example, the literary reviews Calyx or FemSpec. Anothér caution is the assessment of
indexing support for women’s studies: this project is a case where overlap is more important
than uniqueness of titles indexed. GenderWatch, Studies on Women and Gender Abstracts,
Contemporary Women’s Issues, and Women’s Studies International do provide broad index-
ing across women’s studies and a variety of related disciplines, and comments above are not
intended for libraries to use in subscription decisions for these indexing resources. Last is the
most difficult or most subjective (or both) limitation: how does this list of core journals apply
to the individual library’s local needs? That is a question each library must answer for itself.

What does this core list mean for women’s studies? Writers who address women’s studies
as a discipline indicate growth in international issues and express a concern not to leave be-
hind the activist roots of women’s studies. Our own title list indicates that women’s health is
an area of women’s studies that is growing but hasn’t yet stabilized. Our list also suggests that
women’s studies is making a move away from its activist roots and is becoming more popu-
lated with scholarly journals produced by mostly university and commercial academic pub-
lishers. Does the development of core journals within “women’s studies” suggest that the
subject is becoming more discipline-based or developing its own theory? And if the field is
developing its own theory, how does it compare to previous and concurrent theories?

There are surely other changes in the field itself, and librarians must monitor and respond
to them within the context of changes in the librarian’s work to provide access to information.
Further research opportunities exist, including the comparison of core lists generated by vari-
ous methods in order to arrive at what might be the most effective inethodolo gy for women’s
studies, and continuing the work urged within the Research Agenda for Women’s Studies Li-
brarianship to investigate the coverage of women’s studies journals within general databases.
According to Kennedy and Beins, “Women’s Studies offers the best opportunities for produc-
tive interdisciplinary theorizing about women, gender, knowledge and society.”” We hope the
present core list contributes to libraries’ ability to offer access to these opportunities.
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1.

PN AN W

Affilia (0886-1099)
Ahfad Journal (0255-4070)

Al-Raida (0259-9953)

Atlantis (0702-7818)

Australian Feminist Studies (0816-4649)
Camera Obscura (0270-5346)
Canadian Woman Studies (0713-3235)
Differences (1040-7391)
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10.
11.
12.
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